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PREFACE

Galatians is largely a polemical writing of the 
apostle Paul. Having established the church in 
the province of Galatia (now southern Turkey) 
on his jrst missionary Aourney (1cts 3,43J)4 
Paul was soon thereafter under attack from 
the zudai-ers who taught a new type of leC
galism to these new Galatian believers. These 
legalistic teachings signijcantly aMected the 
Galatians4 steering them away from the true 
gospel that Paul had taught them when estabC
lishing the church.

The zudai-ers stated that the Gentile believC
ers were not true Lhristians unless they kept 
the –osaic xaw and were circumcised. Paul 
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certainly supported the –osaic moral law ; 
eWemplijed by the Ten Lommandments ; and 
he did not deny the importance of circumC
cision to the zews4 but neither one had anyC
thing whatsoever to do with salvation by grace 
through faith in the xord zesus Lhrist. Thus4 
the basic4 underlying issue was faith versus 
works as the basis for salvation. Paul taught 
grace and faith’ the zudai-ers taught law and 
works. Rhat was at stake was the very validity 
of the gospel itself4 including the signijcance 
of LhristDs death on the cross4 a fact of which 
Paul was well aware. The same problem eWists 
today when we consider the worksCrighteousC
ness way to salvation taught by the 2oman 
Latholic Lhurch.

The book of 2omans4 which was written apC
proWimately ten years after the book of GalaC
tians4 in many ways has a close theological 
a“nity to Galatians4 as it relates to how the 
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xord God Austijes the sinner. The two books 
cover a lot of the same material. 

Consider the Following  

3. ”iscussion of the –osaic xaw is promiC
nent in both books.

B. O2ighteousness5 language is promiC
nent in both books.

,. 6oth books give an important place to 
1braham in salvation history.

J. 7nly these two books develop the conC
cept of sonship.

S. 7nly these two books contain the imC
agery of being Ocrucijed with Lhrist.5

;. 7nly these two books claim that the 
law is Ofuljlled5 by the love command.

<. 7nly these two books develop the naC
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ture of the Holy =piritDs relationship as 
basic to Lhristian eWistence. 
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INTRODUCTION

Galatians was written by the apostle Paul, and 
what is important to note as a preparation 
for our study is that Paul’s theology derives 
primarily from the Pentateuch, with Abraham 
as his starting point. 

Galatia was a Roman province in what is now 
southern Turkey. Paul refers to these south 
Galatian cities of Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, 
and Lystra in 2 Tim. 3:11. Paul had evange-
lized and established the congregations there 
on his jrst missionary (ourney 4Acts 13:15,1;) 
15:1D. Galatians was written about A8 5J from 
Antioch and is one of Paul’s earliest epis-
tles. The Cerusalem 9ouncil 4Acts 1;:5-2HD was 
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held about A8 5H. Thus, importantly, Paul 
nowhere appeals to the Galatians concerning 
the decree of the Cerusalem 9ouncil. There-
fore, Paul’s silence about the 9ouncil’s deci-
sion would only make sense if the 9ouncil had 
not yet made that decision. Paul would not 
have ignored the decree of the 9ouncil if it 
were already being circulated among them, 
because the decree would have immediately 
destroyed the Cudaizer’s’ argument. This fur-
ther aMrms that Galatians was written before 
the Cerusalem 9ouncil of Acts 1;. 

In the jrst chapter and half of the second 
chapter, Paul vigorously defends his call by 
God as an apostle of the church. Bis call was 
by a divine revelation 4Acts H:1;D as was his 
learning of the gospel. This fact was needed 
to be established at the outset in order to 
withstand the challenges by the Cudaizers as 
to Paul’s authority. 
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The situation which brought about the writing 
of the letter was that Cewish 9hristians were 
seeking to impose circumcision and the “o-
saic Law on the Gentile converts as neces-
sary for salvation. Thus, Galatians is a polemic 
against the Cudaizing error and by it any form 
of  works salvation.  Paul  counters that  the 
Gospel is a message of grace that calls for 
faith. ”y contrast, the Law does not produce 
faith but rather works a curse from which we 
need to be redeemed by 9hrist at the 9ross. 
Thus, the main theme of Galatians is found in 
Gal. ;:1, SIt was for freedom that 9hrist set us 
free) therefore keep standing jrm and do not 
be sub(ect again to a yoke of slavery.9

In the last two chapters, Paul talks about living 
out the 9hristian life, the power of the 9ross, 
and the indwelling Boly :pirit needed to do 
so. Interestingly, this letter greatly impacted 
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“artin Luther, playing a strategic part in the 
Protestant Reformation. 
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CHAPTER ONE

Here is a summary of Chapter One:    

1. The messenger – sent by God (v.1)

2. The message – the Gospel (v. 4)

3. The method – by revelation (v.12c):

a. v. 11 – no human origin

b. v. 12a – no human being

c. v. 12b – no human instruction

4. Paul’s life before Christ:

a. v. 13 – as a persecutor
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b. v. 14 – as a Pharisee

5. Salvation with a purpose:

a. v. 15 – called through God’s grace

b. v. 16 – to reveal His Son in me

c. v. 16 – to preach Him among the 
Gentiles

6. Independent travels as a preacher – vs. 
17 – 24:

a. vs. 17f – three years in Arabia (pri-
vate instruction by God?)

b. vs. 18f – Jfteen days with Peter and 
Names

c. vs. 21, – preaching the Gospel in 
Syria and Cilicia
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kow let us begin chapter one. Paul declares 
in verse 1 that he is an apostle“ which derives 
from the Gree” verb apostello“ which means 
zto send outF particularly on a divine mission. 
kot being one of the original twelve apos-
tles“ Paul needed to establish his divine call-
ing“ and so he emphasi…es that his calling did 
not have a human origin but came zthroughF 
(dia  in the Gree” meaning zby means ofF) 
Nesus Christ  and God the jather.  Interest-
ingly enough“ there is only one preposition 
zthrough“F as it relates to Nesus and the ja-
ther“ clearly showing their unity – one God 
in three persons. The verse ends with z;who 
raised Him from the deadF by which the ja-
ther placed His seal of approval on Christ’s 
death. Conclusion? The authority behind Paul 
and his message is a divine one.. 

In verse 2“ in case there are those who also 
need  some  human  aWrmation“  Paul  adds 
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z;and all the brethren (not Lust some) who 
are with me (the Gree” sun is more thoroughly 
translated ztogether withF) to the churches 
(pl.) of Galatia. Paul is subtly saying that there 
is a unity among them and support for who he 
is (an apostle).

Verse 3 is the standard Pauline opening greet-
ing to the church to whom he is writing“ and it 
is always in this order: grace and peace. Grace 
is fundamentalq peace is the result“ which is 
to say“ grace brings peace with and from God. 
[e might also  say that the compromise of 
grace leads to the forfeiture of peace. They 
hang together. As in verse one“ there is only 
one preposition zfromF (apo“ zout fromF) Go
d;.and Nesus Christ. Again“ the unity. kotice 
God our jather – one body“ the (true) church“ 
has only one heavenly jather.

Verse 4  continues verse three“ referencing 
the ]ord Nesus;. Fwho gave Himself for our 
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sins;.F  The verb zgaveF is an aorist partici-
ple and is more literally translated as zhaving 
given Himself.F  He made the decision to give 
of Himself for us. The aorist is most fre!uently 
used of the simple past. As Nesus said“ zIt is 
Jnished.F  [e are saved by grace through faith 
and that not of ourselves“ not as a result of 
wor”s. Paul continues that Christ gave Himself 
z;for our sins.F 

That is the reason He came and died“ not to 
meet our personal“ daily“ felt needs“ though 
they may be real and in His mercy He may  
meet them“ always by His grace (which is al-
ways suWcient). Paul“ having said that Nesus 
gave Himself for our sins“ then tells us the pur-
pose for His doing so (when one sees“ as here“ 
the combination of hina  xmeaning zthatF or 
zin order thatFM and a verb in the subLunctive“ 
in this case zmight deliverF“ one is faced with a 
purpose clause). The purpose for Nesus giving 
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Himself for our sins is that z;He might deliv-
er us out of this present evil ageF (or world). 
kotice He is the one who does the delivering. 
As Paul would later write to the Philippians“ 
z;He who began a good wor” in you will per-
fect it;“F and elsewhere“ z;for it is God who 
is at wor” in you both to will and to wor” for 
His good pleasureF (Phil. 1:6q 2:13). And then 
Paul ends verse 4 by telling us that all of the 
foregoing – grace“ peace“ and deliverance – is 
z;according to the will of our God and ja-
ther.F All of that is according to the will (read 
1 Nohn 5:14“15) of Almighty God...our  heavenly 
jather. All praise“ than”sgiving“ and adoration 
are due to Him0

After telling us that Christ gave Himself for our 
sins in order to deliver us out of this evil age“ 
Paul tells us that all of this was according to 
God the jather’s will. In verse 5 he gives us 
an eKclamation of wonder“ love“ and praise“ 
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giving all the glory to the jather and that for 
all eternity“ writing“ z;to whom be the glo-
ry forevermore. Amen.F Interestingly“ the He-
brew for zgloryF is zkabod” which can also 
be translated zabundance“F zhonor“F zsplen-
dor“F or zesteem.F  Interestingly enough“ ka-
bod  is derived from the word “kabad.”  Kabad  
means to be heavy or weighty. It is addition-
ally interesting to note Paul’s statement to the 
Corinthians“ zjor momentary light aYiction is 
producing for us an eternal weight of glory far 
beyond all comparisonF (2Cor.4:17“ empha-
sis added). Is there an underlying connection 
here? Thin” also of Nesus’ words“ zCome unto 
Ee all who are weary and heavy laden;.ta”e 
Ey yo”e upon you;.for Ey yo”e is easy“ and 
Ey load is lightF (Eatt. 11:28-3O xpartialM).

God’s glory deserves a small encyclopedia for 
its deJnition alone“ but the essence of God’s 
glory is not only the honor to be given to Him 
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as the sovereign ]ord and Ring of the uni-
verse (Ps. 24)“ but His glory is the surpassing 
greatness of His character in all realms of eK-
istence. His glory Jlls the universe and is the 
very essence of His presence and being. Thus“ 
Eoses as”ed God to show him His glory“ and 
God responded that while He would ma”e all 
His goodness pass before Eoses“ zBou cannot 
see Ey face;F ( 9K. 33:2O). Get that please. 
Eoses says let me see Bour glory“ and God 
answers that Eoses cannot see His face00  The 
]ord tells Eoses that He will put him in the 
cleft of the roc” and cover Eoses with His 
hand while His glory passes by. Then the ]ord 
says He will remove His hand so Eoses can 
see God’s bac” (the Hebrew literally means 
zaftere,ectsF or zafterglow.F).

In the kew Testament“ the Gree” word used 
for glory is zdoxa“F  from which we get the 
9nglish doKology“ a liturgical eKpression of 
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praise to God. (Doxa  is also used for zgloryF 
in the Gree” &ld Testament“ the Septuagint). 
Doxa  can also be translated zbrightness“F zra-
diance“F zsplendor“F zmagniJcence“F zdigni-
ty“F and zhonour“F which gives us some slight 
idea of why Eoses could not loo” upon God 
and live. /egardless“ Paul says that God’s glory 
is zforevermoreF (literally“ zthe ages to the 
agesF). Paul ends verse 5 with zAmenF mean-
ing zso let it beF and is actually transliterated 
from the Hebrew. Praise the ]ord for the rich-
ness of His living and active word (Heb. 4:12).

Verses 6 &7 are one sentence and so go to-
gether. Interestingly“ though Paul reproaches 
the Galatians“ he does not reLect them. Paul 
is zama…edF that they are so !uic”ly zdesert-
ingF Christ. Doth verbs are present active in-
dicatives meaning that Paul’s ama…ement and 
their desertion are both in process. It isn’t 
that they have but that they are in process of 
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deserting Christ“ and so Paul is writing to snip 
this apostasy in the bud. [hat ma”es it so 
important is who they are deserting – God the 
jather Himself“ for it is the jather [ho does 
the calling in the application of redemption 
(1 Cor. 1:‘q      2 Tim. 1:8“‘). And“ of course“ 
God calls us“ as Paul says in verse 6“ z.;by the 
grace of Christ.F  It is all by grace (9ph. 2:5“8“‘q 
Acts 15:11). 

The Galatians are in the process of leaving 
the true gospel for a zdi,erentF gospel“ which 
Paul !uic”ly informs them z;is really not an-
other (gospel).F [e must always remember 
that not only is there only one gospel“ but that 
gospel never changes.  [hy? Decause God 
never changes (Eal. 3:6q Heb. 13:8). Dut then 
Satan is very active“ and so Paul confronted 
the same situation again (and we do today – 
]iberalism being Lust one eKample). He wrote 
to the Corinthians that he was fearful that 
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Satan was leading them astray“ through false 
teachers“ preaching zanother NesusF or a zdif-
ferent gospel.F  He goes on to say that such 
men are zfalse apostlesF who are z(Satan’s) 
servants.F (2 Cor. 11:3“4“13-15). Paul in his Jnal 
epistles warns us that“ zThe time will come 
when (people) will  not endure sound doc-
trine;and will turn away their ears from the 
truth;F (2 Tim. 4:3“4q  see also Ner. 5:3O“31).

Paul continues in verse 7 that there were peo-
ple who were zdisturbingF the Galatians. That 
is also in the present tense and so was hap-
pening as Paul wrote the epistle. The verb 
can also mean to stir up“ unsettle“ throw into 
confusion“ and agitate. And“ these false teach-
ers are not doing it innocently. Paul says they 
zwantF to do so. The verb can also be trans-
lated as  wish or  desire  to  do so.  It  is  the 
actual desire of these false teachers to zdis-
tortF the gospel. The verb can also mean to 
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change. These people – and they are growing 
in number today – actually want to change the 
gospel of Christ0 Bes“ we must Lealousy guard 
the gospel of  Christ.  As Paul wrote to the 
Corinthians“ zjor I determined to ”now noth-
ing among you eKcept Nesus Christ“ and Him 
cruciJed.F (1 Cor. 2:2). That“ of course“ is no 
little statement. Nesus comes from the Hebrew 
Neshua which means zthe ]ord is salvation.F  
The name Nesus also shows the humanity of 
Christ. In addition“ Christ and Eessiah are 
absolute synonyms“ both meaning zAnointed 
&ne“F that is anointed of God“ and they both 
declare Christ’s divinity (Isa. ‘:6). The cruci-
Jed part would lead us bac” to Isa. 53 and Ps. 
22 and see the connection and necessity for 
salvation from sin through a cruciJed Person. 
[ithout doubt“ that was all incorporated into 
Paul’s teaching. In the meanwhile“ may we be 
li”e Haba””u”“ reLoicing in the ]ord regardless 
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of our circumstances“ trusting in Him alone“ 
ma”ing Him our strength (Hab. 3:17-1‘). 

In verses 6 V 7 of Galatians one“ Paul had 
admonished the Galatians for deserting the 
gospel of Christ for a di,erent gospel. He con-
cludes the thought in verses 8 V ‘. In verse 
8 Paul presents the hypothetical case (an an-
gel)“ and in verse 9  he presents the real case 
(another preacher). The reasoning? If even an 
angel preaches a false gospel“ then all the 
more let him be accursed (Gree” anathema). 
]iterally it is“ zlet him be a curse“F with the 
verb being a Gree” imperative“ which is used 
for commands. So crucial is the true (and only) 
gospel centered in the Person of Nesus Christ“ 
that if anyone strays from it – even an angel 
– Paul wants him cursed0 In verse ‘“ Paul es-
sentially repeats himself to ma”e certain his 
point is driven home. The point? The outward 
person of the messenger does not validate his 
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message (2 Cor. 11:13-15). /ather“ the nature of 
the message validates the messenger. Is the 
message Christ-centered? Is it Christ glorify-
ing? The answer must be zBes.F  

The !uestion is“ why do men ”nowingly distort 
the gospel? The gospel is simple and straight-
forward. [hile numerous reasons could be 
given“ they all boil down to man’s sinful na-
ture“ the maLor and relevant manifestation of 
which is pride. That is clearly implied by Paul 
in 9ph. 2:8“‘ where he tell us we are saved zby 
grace through faith;not as a result of wor”s 
that no one should boast.F  &h“ how sinful man 
wants front and center stage in life“ but grace 
and faith – both gifts of God – disallow him 
his zJfteen minutes of fame.F All of the other 
religions of the world“ with which the author 
is ac!uainted“ center on the wor”s of prideful 
man as the primary means to eternal life. 
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In verse 10a Paul poses a !uestion which he 
answers in verse 10b“ z;am I striving to please 
men? If I were;I would not be a bondservant 
of Christ.F The bottom line? It is an eitherUor. 
9ither we choose to please the ]ord“ or we 
choose to please our fellow man. [e cannot 
do both simultaneously. It is similar to Nesus’ 
comparison of either serving God or serving 
money. Bou can’t do both. As Noshua said“ 
z;choose for yourselves today whom you will 
serve;.but as for me and my house“ we will 
serve the ]ordF (Nosh. 24:15).  And“ as Paul 
wrote to the Thessalonians“ z;we spea” not 
as pleasing men but God“ who eKamines our 
heartsF (1 Thess. 2:4). Paul concludes in verse 
1O that a Christian cannot live trying to please 
men and at the same time be a bond-ser-
vant of Christ. It is impossible. Eoreover“ the 
choice to please God and not man is not a 
one-time decision. Decause of the tug of the 
sinful =esh“ it is a choice that needs to be 
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made daily. As Christ said to His disciples“ zIf 
anyone wishes to come after Ee“ let him deny 
himself“ and ta”e up his cross daily“ and follow 
Ee. jor whoever wishes to save his life shall 
lose it“ but whoever loses his life for Ey sa”e“ 
he is the one who will save itF (]u”e ‘:23“24“ 
emphasis added). The cross“ of course“ is an 
instrument of death“ so that Nesus is telling 
us that a true disciple of His must daily die 
to his sinful self and all its manifestations (cf. 
/om. 8:13q Col. 3:5). A clear aid to encourage 
us to daily die to self is found in 2 Cor. 4:16 
which reads“ zjor momentary light aYiction 
is producing for us an eternal weight of glo-
ry far beyond all comparison.F  jar beyond“ 
brethren0 Amen.

As we said earlier“ Paul is the messenger (v.1)“ 
the gospel is the message (v.4) and now in 
verse 11“ we are given the method via which 
the message came. jirst Paul says (v.11) that 
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the gospel was not of human origin but rather 
that he received it  by divine revelation (v.
12). He appeals to his listeners to hear his 
words by calling them zbrethren“F the Gree” 
word adelphoi  being used only of true Chris-
tians. He reminds them that he zpreachedF 
the gospel to them and thus they have not only 
heard it but are responsible for it. Paul uses 
an interesting play on words here to drive his 
point home. The Gree” word for zgospelF is 
euangelion“ which can be translated either as 
zgospelF per se“ or as zgood news.F The word 
Paul chose for zpreachedF is derived from 
the same word as the noun gospel“ namely“ 
euangelizo“ the latter being readily translated 
as zpreachF (the gospel)“ zproclaim“F or zan-
nounce good news.F  So“ we could say that 
Paul is saying (v.11b) z;the good news which 
was announced (as) good news was not ac-
cording to man.F The last phrase not only says 
that the gospel was not of human origin but 
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also totally denies to man any credit for his 
salvation.

Paul is purposely redundant in verse 12a as 
he stresses that no human being nor any hu-
man instruction was involved in his reception 
of the gospel – man simply had nothing to 
do with his reception. /ather“ Paul received 
the gospel  z;through a revelation of Nesus 
Christ.F  The word zthroughF is dia  in the 
Gree” and can be translated zby means of.F  It 
was means of a direct zrevelation“F apokalup-
sis, of Nesus Christ (1 Cor. 15:8). Christ is the 
/evealer (see /ev. 1:1). An interesting aside. 
There are three Gree” words used surround-
ing the second coming of the ]ord. They are 
(above) apokalupsis (2 Thess. 1:7b) translated 
zrevealedF“ epifaneia  (2 Thess. 2:8c) translat-
ed zappearanceF and  parousia  (2 Thess. 2:8c) 
translated zcomingF. 
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Deginning in verse 13“ Paul now gives his per-
sonal testimony starting with his life before 
Christ. He has at least four purposes. jirst“ 
he wants to establish his successful position 
in his former religion (v.14). Second“ he wants 
to establish his speciJc call  to preach the 
gospel (vs. 15“16). Thirdly“ he wants to establish 
the historicity of his call (vs. 17-21). jinally“ he 
wants to establish the transformation that had 
ta”en place in his life as a result of the forego-
ing (v. 22-24). 

Starting with verse 13b“ it is interesting to do 
a brief zrecollectionF of Saul (who became 
Paul). See Acts 7:56-58q 8:3q  Acts ‘:1“2q 1 Cor. 
15:‘q 1 Tim. 1:13a. Nust as interesting is the 
contrast. /ead the words of Paul transformed 
by the wor” of the Holy Spirit in his life – 2 
Cor. 4:7-12q Gal. 2:2Oq Phil. 1:21q 3:7-14q Phil. 
4:11-14. Here was the chief antagonist of the 
church“ who was to become the humble“ most 
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outstanding leader of the same church. [hat 
an ama…ing change the Holy Spirit can ma”e in 
a person’s life who is submitted to Him. 2 Cor. 
5:17 states it well“ zIf any man is in Christ“ he 
is a new creatureq old things are passed awayq 
behold“ all things have become new.F This is 
called a transformation. 

Dac” in verse 13b“ Paul says he used to z;.per
secute the church of God beyond measure;.F  
/evealingly“ when we turn to Acts ‘:4“5 and 
read of then Saul’s encounter with the risen 
Christ on the road to Qamascus we read“ z;.
and (Saul) fell to the ground“ and heard a voice 
saying to him“ RSaul“ Saul“ why are you per-
secuting Ee?’  And he said“ R[ho are Thou“ 
]ord?’  And He said“ RI am Nesus whom you 
are persecuting;.’F (emphasis added). Such 
is the intimate relationship we Christians have 
with the ]ord Nesus Christ“ that when we are 
persecuted“  He is  persecuted00  (  See Nohn 
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14:16“17“23q Nohn 17:21“26q /om. 8:‘-11q 1 Cor. 
3:16“17). kow we can understand Paul’s re-
morse over his past life (1 Cor. 15:‘).

At Jrst glance one wonders“ z[hy does Paul 
ta”e the time to tal” about  his  life before 
Christ and not Lust get on with the gospel?F  
Actually“ he had begun doing so in verse13 
where he tal”ed about his life before Christ 
as a persecutor of the Church. In verse 14“ he 
tal”s about his life as a Pharisee. Dut why? 
This author believes that“ by  showing himself 
Jrst as a persecutor“ Paul was demonstrat-
ing the dramatic“ life-altering change that God 
had wrought in his life“ thus in part validating 
his call as an apostle (see vs. 23“24). Dy showing 
himself as a Pharisee“ Paul was demonstrating 
that religion – even in its most …ealous form 
(v.14) – was insuWcient for salvation. As Nesus 
said to the Pharisees“ z;you invalidated the 
word of God for the sa”e of your traditionF 
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(Eatt. 15:6b). Eoreover“ in Philippians Paul 
further developed the idea when he wrote“ zIf 
anyone else has a mind to put conJdence in 
the =esh“ I far more;F (Phil. 3:4b)“ and then 
he goes on to present a litany of his religious 
accomplishments. He then says“ zDut whatev-
er things were gain to me“ those things I have 
counted as loss for the sa”e of ChristF (Phil. 
3:7). 

Having established himself as a …ealous per-
secutor of the church“ as well as an e!ually 
…ealous religious person following all its tradi-
tions“ Paul“ now in verse 15 spea”s of his con-
version. kotice that he begins the changeover 
with an abrupt zDutF (de In the Gree”“ which 
can also be translated zratherF or zon the 
other handF). [henever God actively enters 
into a situation a zbutF can arise. z[e were 
headed toward disaster“ but God;F Paul was 
headed toward hell“ but God entered into his 
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life. [e /eformed love verses li”e 15. (Here 
I prefer the order of word translation of the 
RNS). Dut“ says Paul“ zwhen it pleased God;F  
All things are done for God’s good pleasure“ 
not ours. jirst and foremost because He is 
God“ and secondly because He ”nows the be-
ginning from the end and thus what is best 
for us. As this author li”es to say“ God can see 
around the corner of our livesq we can’t. The 
word translated zpleasedF  can also be trans-
lated zto ta”e delight in.F  So“ at that point in 
time when God too” delight in acting“ He (as 
verse 15 continues) zwho separated me from 
my mother’s womb;F (lit.“ zhaving separated 
meF). Is that not a wonderful thought? The 
God of the universe has ”nown us individually 
from our mother’s womb (actually even be-
fore – Ner. 1:4“5q 9ph. 1:4). This awesome God“ 
Paul continues“ z;called me by His grace.F 
The word translated zcalledF is kaleo and can 
also be translated zsummon.F Paul was sum-
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moned by God;..but how? z;by His grace“F 
God’s always unearned favor for undeserving 
sinners. 

Verse 15 clearly eKempliJes the doctrine of 
election. Paul writes“  zDut when He who had 
set me apart“ even from my mother’s womb“ 
and called me through His grace;F  [hat a 
wonderful thought when applied personally. 
All that we are“ have done“ or could do de-
serves hell and nothing less. Bet“ for a reason 
un”nown to us (Qeut. 2‘:2‘)“ the awesome 
God of the universe has chosen us for eter-
nal life (9ph. 1:4“5) and all by His grace (9ph. 
2:8“‘). He caused us to be born again of the 
Holy Spirit (Titus 3:5q 1 Pet. 1:3)“ LustiJed us 
by Christ’s blood (/om. 5:‘)“ Christ having be-
come for us our righteousness“ sanctiJcation“ 
and redemption (1 Cor. 1:3O). And“ He promis-
es us that He is ma”ing all things new – death“ 
mourning“ crying“ pain will all be gone forever 
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(/ev. 21:4“5). As Paul wrote to the /omans“ z&h 
the depth of the riches both of the wisdom 
and ”nowledge of God0 How unsearchable are 
His Ludgments and unfathomable His ways. 
jor from Him and through Him and to Him are 
all things. To Him be the glory forever. AmenF 
(/om. 11:33“36). 

As we have seen in verse 15“ Paul tells the 
Galatians that God had set him apart since 
he  was  in  the  womb  of  his  mother  (God 
is  sovereign)  and then called him (God is 
gracious). It is suggested that we have here 
two of the so-called Jve points of Calvinism 
(TT]IP)“ namely“ Unconditional 9lection and 
Irresistible Grace. And“ God did all of this“ our 
verse tells us“ z;when it pleased GodF (God’s 
timing). So“ what we have here in verse 15 for 
ourselves is that a sovereign“ gracious God“ in 
His good time“ will accomplish His purposes 
in us (Phil. 2:13).
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In verse  16“  Paul  continues  that  God  was 
pleased zto reveal His Son in me;F (see 2 Cor. 
4:6). So Jrst we had an obLective revelation 
of Christ to Paul (v.12b)“ and now we have a 
subLective revelation of Christ in Paul (v. 16a). 
Then Paul tells us why he received the reve-
lation: z;that I might preach Him among the 
Gentiles.F [Here is a little parenthetical aside. 
[henever you see the combination of  zthatF 
or zin order thatF (hina  in the Gree”) with the 
subLunctive case (would“ could“ should“ may“ 
might) you have a purpose clause“ which is 
what we have here]. So“ we can rightly trans-
late that God was pleased to reveal His Son 
in Paul for the purpose that Paul might preach 
Him among the Gentiles.

In verses 16b and 17 Paul wants to historically 
aWrm the truth he obLectively stated in verse 
12. As a matter of fact“ the verses beautifully 
Jt together as follows:
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v.12a U v.16b

v.12b U v.17a

v. 12c U v.17b

Qoes God’s [ord ever stop to ama…e you? 
[hen Paul says he did not consult with z=esh 
and bloodF he obviously means human be-
ings. kor“ he continues“ did he consult with 
the apostles. Dut“ did you catch the way he 
said that? Paul said he did not go to Nerusalem 
to see those who were “apostles before me.”  
So“ Paul is subtly reminding the Galatians that 
he“ too“ is an apostle of God. Dut“ Paul con-
tinues“ z;I went away to ArabiaF (and lat-
er returned to Qamascus).  In verse 18  (re-
member the verses and chapters are not in-
spiredq they are man-made and were added 
to the Dible circa AQ 12OO and later). Paul 
continues“ zThen three years later I went up 
to Nerusalem;F kow“ the word zthenF in the 
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Gree” is epeita   and can readily mean zaf-
terwardsF or zneKtF (in time). ]et’s put the 
non-inspiration of  the verse numbers and 
chapters together with the alternate mean-
ings of epeita. [e can then conclude that Paul 
spent three years in Arabia. [hat was he do-
ing there? Here are a couple of legitimate 
speculations: This is when he was translat-
ed into Paradise (2 Cor. 12:1-4)“ andUor“ this 
is when he was taught by the ]ord Himself 
which“ with the indwelling Holy Spirit“ made 
him such a powerful preacher and teacher of 
the [ord.

So“  in  verse  18  Paul  goes  to  Nerusalem 
and z;became ac!uainted with Cephas;F 
Cephas is Aramaic for Peter“ the name giv-
en to him by Nesus“ his original surname be-
ing Simon. zPeterF means zroc”F or zstone.F  
Aside from Peter“ the only other apostle Paul 
met with (v.1‘) was Names“ the ]ord’s brother 
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(1 Cor. 15:5“7“8). Humanly spea”ing (and Nesus 
was fully human)“ it must have been very dif-
Jcult for Nesus in His earthly ministry when 
even His brothers did not believe in Him (Nohn 
7:3-5). Bet“ one of His brothers would end up 
as one of  the leaders among the apostles 
(Acts 15:13-21) and the leader of the Nerusalem 
church. Ah yes“ the merciful grace of a loving 
God;the same God [ho is our God as well. 
All praise to His holy name0

[e  have  reached verse  19.  In  his  visit  to 
Nerusalem“ Paul had become ac!uainted only 
with the apostles Peter and Names“ the ]ord’s 
brother (v. 18). Peter and Names“ along with 
Nohn formed the inner circle especially close to 
Nesus. Thus“ they alone went with Christ onto 
the Eount of TransJguration (Eatt. 17:1). Doth 
Peter (Acts 2:14-4O) and Names (Acts 15:13-21) 
played an active leadership role in the early 
church“ and so it made sense for Paul to be-



COMMENTARY ON GALATIANS34

come ac!uainted with them. Decause of their 
leadership role in the church“ Paul felt the 
necessity“ verse  20“ to assure the Galatians of 
the truth of his visit with Peter and Names.

In verse 21“ Paul continues sharing his Lourney 
with the Galatians“ going into the regions of 
Syria and Cilicia“ and stating that he was still 
un”nown to the churches in Nudea“ verse 22. 
kotice how he aWrms the Christian stand-
ing of these Nudean churches“ namely“ that 
they were zin Christ.F jor a person to be zin 
Christ“F he has to have been united to Him 
in the new birth. Paul eKpressed it this way 
to the Corinthians“ zIf any man is in Christ“ he 
is a new creationF (2 Cor. 5:17a). The result of 
that is the sealing with the Holy Spirit“ as Paul 
earlier wrote to the Corinthians“ zkow He who 
establishes us with you in Christ  and anointed 
us is God“ who also sealed us and gave us 
the Spirit in our hearts as a pledgeF (2 Cor. 
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1:21“22). This occurred when we were united 
to Christ in His death and resurrection (/om. 
6:3-7).

Although Paul was un”nown by sight to the 
Nudean  churches“  they ”ept  hearing“ verse 
23“ that the former“ well-”nown persecutor of 
the church was now preaching zthe faith.F 
That simply is another way of eKpressing zthe 
gospel.F [riting to the church about their 
zcommon salvation“F Nude appealed to the 
Christians that they“ z;.contend earnestly for 
the faith which was once for all delivered to the 
saintsF (Nude 3q see also Acts 6:7). 

Paul then concludes the chapter in verse 24“ 
sharing the response of the Christians who 
had heard about the evangelistic fruit of Paul’s 
conversion in a way that we all should do“ 
namely“ zAnd they were glorifying God in me.F 
Glorifying God is not Lust the way it should be 
but the way it must be. As the psalmist writes“ 
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zAscribe to the ]ord glory and strength“ as-
cribe to the ]ord the glory due His nameF (Ps. 
2‘:1“2). 



3

CHAPTER TWO

Here is a summary of chapter two:

1. Validity of the Gospel conrmbed Ay the 
(postles v-s. 16)2

W. kom7 of the Gospel di-ided v-s. 9632

P. 0oom to Ae mebebAemed v-. 142

u. 0etem and 0a:l at (ntioch’

a. 0etem5s hypocmisy v-s. 1161P2

A. 0a:l5s meA:7e v-. 1u2

N. jat:me and mes:lt of C:stircation’
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a. ,obes Ay faith in ,hmist v-s. 1NR1)2

A. ge-eals sin v-s. 196132

c. ges:lts in a life li-ed fom God v-s. 
W4RW12

0a:l5s tibelineR so to spea7R incl:dinT the Ae6
TinninT of ,haptem wDo Do:ld loo7 sobethinT 
li7e this: con-emted (; PP vGal. 1’1)2J 1st tmip 
to 8em:saleb (; P) vGal.  1’1–2J  Wnd  tmip to 
8em:saleb (; N4 vGal. W’12. whis second tmip 
to 8em:saleb Do:ld pamallel (cts 1N and the 
ens:inT 8em:saleb ,o:ncil vsee (cts 1N’) x W32R 
eLcept that 0a:lR Aefome the ,o:ncil beetinTR 
had a pmi-ate beetinT Dith 8abesR 0etemR and 
8ohn vGal. W’1RWR32. whemefomeR as stated pme6
-io:slyR Galatians Das Dmitten fmob (ntioch 
Aefome the ,o:ncil beetinT in (; u3. wh:sR De 
see one of the bany Aea:ties of the ,hmistian 
meliTionR nabelyR that it is meal histomy aAo:t 
meal people. 0maise the !omdH
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(s  stated  aAo-eR  0a:l5s  second  tmip  to 
8em:salebR verse 1R pamalleled  (cts 1N. Seme is 
hoD it lines :p’                  

(cts 1N                  Gal. W

-s. 1RW                   -s. 1RW

-. N                        -s. uRN

-s. 9R14R11            -s. )R9R3

(t the tibe of the 8em:saleb ,o:ncilR 0a:l had 
Aeen a ,hmistian and pmeachinT the Tospel 
fom aAo:t 1u yeamsR AeaminT Tmeat fm:it v(cts 
1u’W9RW–J  (cts  1N’PRu2.  BoR  0a:l  Dent  :p  to 
8em:saleb Dith IamnaAas and wit:sR tDo of his 
faithf:l Amethmen in the Tospel. “n verse 2R 0a:l 
says that the ca:se of his tmip Das …”Aeca:se 
of a me-elationM  he had. whe Domd …me-elationM 
connotes that it Das dimectly fmob GodR andR 
intemestinTlyR is one of thmee Domds :sed con6
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cemninT the second cobinT of ,hmist vW whess. 
W’– :ses all thmee2.

,ontin:inT  in  -emse  WR  0a:l  says  that  he 
…”s:Abitted to  theb the  TospelM  he  Das 
pmeachinTR mefemminT to the apostles om at least 
the leademship abonT theb. Se did so …in 
pmi-ateM vthe Aettem pamt of Disdob2 Mfom feamM 
that he biTht not ha-e Aeen commectly pmeach6
inT the Tospel. khat tmebendo:s h:bility 
on 0a:l5s pamtH Seme Das a ban specircal6
ly chosen Ay the !omdR Dho had spent thmee 
yeams bost pmoAaAly :ndem Sis t:telaTeR and 
had Aeen tmanslated into hea-enR and yet he 
h:bAly s:Abits the Tospel he is pmeachinT to 
the apostles fom theim appmo-al. zay DeR me6
Tamdless of any ele-ated stat:s De attainR Ae 
li7e the h:bAle 0a:l v1 ,om. 11’12.

0a:l v-.W2 bade his Tospel pmesentation to 
those …of  mep:tationM vlit.  …ha-inT mep:ta6
tionM2 Dhich co:ld also Ae tmanslated …AeinT 
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mecoTni?ed.M  khat is o:m mep:tationq SoD 
ame De mecoTni?edq Good O:estions to as7 
o:msel-es as mepmesentati-es of ,hmist. (nd 
0a:l bade his pmesentation fom feam that he 
…”biTht  Ae  m:nninT  om  had  m:n  in  -ain.M   
…g:nninTRM of co:mseR is a betaphom depictinT 
the ,hmistian life as a mace x see Gal. N’9J 1 ,om. 
3’Wu6W9.

wh:sR it Das necessamy fom 0a:l to ba7e his 
8em:saleb tmip to oAtain the aTmeebent of 
the apostlesR not so b:ch as to -alidate his 
TospelR A:t to a-oid a baCom split in the ,h:mch 
AetDeen 8eD and Gentile. gebebAemR :ntil 
(cts 14 Dith 0etem and (cts 1P Dith 0a:lR the 
Tospel Das pmeached to 8eDs onlyR so that fom 
the rmst cimca ten yeams of its eListence the 
,h:mch Das Aasically a 8eDish one.

“n verse 3R 0a:l states thatR …”not e-en wit:s va 
Gmee72 Das cobpelled to Ae cimc:bcised.M Se 
states that Aeca:se the 8eDish ,hmistians Deme 
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still clinTinT to Fld westabent laDs no lonTem 
-alid x the bandatomy meO:imebent of cimc:b6
cision AeinT the pmibamy eLabple. God had 
bade a co-enant Dith theim spimit:al fathem 
(AmahabR bandatinT that all bales Ae cim6
c:bcisedR and if they Deme notR they had Amo6
7en God5s co-enant vGen. 19’1461u2. 8em:saleb 
Das the heamt of 8eDish ,hmistendob. wh:sR 
wit:s Das a test case of pminciple fom the Tospel 
vand pemhaps the meason Dhy 0a:l Amo:Tht 
wit:s alonT Dith hib2 that  a  tm:e Aelie-em 
no lonTem needed to Ae cimc:bcised to Ae a 
co-enant child of God. wodayR as ,hmistiansR 
o:m cimc:bcision is of the heamtR not of the 
[esh v8em. u’uaJ gob. W’W–RW32. 

“n verse 4R  De see that  the pmess:me vs:c6
cessf:lly mesisted2 to cimc:bcise wit:s Das 
…”Aeca:se  of  the  false  Amethmen.M   whese 
Deme  no  do:At  the  8:dai?ems  Dho  Deme  a 
plaT:e to 0a:l thmo:Tho:t his binistmy vsee W 
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,om. 11’ PRuR1P61N2. jotice the …liAemtyM -ems:s 
…AondaTeM contmast that 0a:l ba7es. !iAem6
ty only cobes to those Dho ame …in ,hmistRM 
that isR meTenemateR and that liAemty is fmob the 
AondaTe to o:m sins Dhich is bade banifest 
Ay the !aD vgob. 9’9R–2. whe …AondaTeM mefem6
enced then Do:ld Ae the yo7e of the !aD vGal. 
N’12. whe !aDR of co:mseR has a thmeefold p:m6
pose’ v12 con-ict :s of sinJ vW2 act as a school6
bastem leadinT :s to ,hmistJ and vP2 shoD :s 
hoD the ,hmistian life is to ta7e shape.

]omt:natelyR in verse 5 0a:l did not yield to the 
pmess:me to cimc:bcise wit:s. Sis mesistance 
Das  ibbediate  and  :nyieldinTR  and  fom  a 
specirc p:mposeR …”so that the tm:th of the 
Tospel biTht mebain Dith yo:.M whe Tospel 
eLpmesses tm:thR Aeca:se it is fo:nded on Se 
Dho  is  the  wm:th  v8ohn  1u’)J  gob. 
–’W6u2.                                                                                                                                                                 
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Verse 6aR co:pled Dith verse 9bR ba7es the 
Aasic point of this section x the appmo-al of 
0a:l5s Tospel and callinT to the Gentiles Ay the 
apostles. 0ieced toTethem it Do:ld mead li7e 
this’  …]mob those Dho Deme of hiTh mep:tatio
n”.Ta-e to be and IamnaAas the miTht hand of 
felloDship that De biTht To to the Gentiles.M 
wa7e noteR that 0a:l is not ibpmessed Ay title 
om mep:tation vsee also 1 ,om. u’PRu2R and the 
meason Dhy is Aeca:se …”God shoDs no pam6
tialityM vlit.R …God does not mecei-e the face 
of a banM2. “ntemestinTlyR in W ,om. 14’9aR 0a:l 
chides the ,ominthians in the sabe bannem 
Dhen he YlitemallyE saysR …Zo: ame loo7inT at 
thinTs accomdinT to the face.M SoD T:ilty ame 
De of shoDinT pamtiality Ay loo7inT at thinTs 
only o:tDamdlyR …accomdinT to the faceqM  whe 
…God shoDs no pamtialityM statebent is me6
peated latem Ay 0a:l in his lettem to the go6
bans vgob. W’112 Dheme it is specircally in the 
conteLt of the Tospel. 0a:l concl:des -emse 
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) Dith the Aold statebent that the apostles 
…”contmiA:ted nothinT to be.M 0a:l had Aeen 
Dell ta:Tht thmo:Th a me-elation Ay the !omdR 
spendinT o-em thmee yeams in (maAia.

“n verse 7R  0a:l Ti-es :s the mes:lts of his 
8em:saleb -isit Dith the apostles: v12 he Das 
entm:sted Dith the tas7 of AminTinT the Tospel 
to the GentilesJ vW2 0etem Das to Ae his co:n6
tempamt to the 8eDs. Zet neithem Das to the eL6
cl:sion of the othem v(cts 14’Pu&J (cts 1P’1)&2. 
(n ibpomtant side Aenert of this beetinT Das 
this:  “f 0a:l5s Tospel Das f:lly accepted Ay 
the apostlesR so b:st 0a:l5s apostleship Ae Ay 
the Galatians. wh:sR he spea7s Dith a:thomity. 
zomeo-emR -emse 9 says that 0a:l …”had Aeen 
entm:sted Dith the Tospel.M whe -emA …entm:st6
edM is in the pemfect tense in the Gmee7R bean6
inT a past act Dhose e&ects contin:e on into 
the pmesent.
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“n verse 8R Aeca:se 0etem Das mecoTni?ed as 
the eamly leadem of the jeD westabent ch:mch 
v(cts 1’1NJ W’1uJ P’1WJ u’–J etc.2R 0a:l states that 
God Das vC:st as2 e&ecti-ely Dom7inT thmo:Th 
his pmeachinT of the Tospel as Se Das so doinT 
thmo:Th 0etem. whe -emA …e&ecti-ely Dom7edM 
cobes fmob energew fmob Dhich De Tet the 
KnTlish Domd enemTy. ]om the :se of the sabe 
Gmee7 -emA see 0hil. W’1P vact:ally :sed tDice2. 
wo sem-e the !omd ta7es enemTy”A:t then God 
is the pmo-idem of s:ch enemTyR Aeca:se to Sib 
b:st the pmaise alDays To and desem-edly so 
v/ech. u’–J 0hil. u’1P2.

Vemse – had act:ally Aeen a pamenthesis and 
so verse 9 meally AelonTs miTht aftem -emse 9. 
(ftem statinT that 0etem Das to …Tospeli?eM the 
8eDs and 0a:l the GentilesR in -emse 3 he adds 
…and mecoTni?inT the Tmace that had Aeen Ti-6
en to beM vsee Kph. P’–2. “t Das nothinT that 
0a:l did to mecei-e God5s TmaceR it “had been 
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given” to hib. Gmace x God5s :nbemited fa-om 
to :ndesem-inT sinnems x rnds it omiTin only in 
God and is Sis Tift to help Sis childmen in tibe 
of need vSeA. u’1)2. (ndR Sis Tmace is alDays 
s:Ocient fom the need vW ,om. 1W’32. I:t li7e 
bannaR Tmace cannot Ae stomed. “t is Ti-en at 
the tibe of need and is alDays s:Ocient fom 
the need of the tibe.

gecoTni?inT the …commectnessM of 0a:l5s Tospel 
as Dell  as  God5s Tmace that  Das Dith hibR 
8abesR 0etemR and 8ohn Ta-e theim fombal ap6
pmo-al fom 0a:l to p:ms:e the Gentiles Dith the 
Tospel. “t is intemestinT to p:t toTethem thmee 
-emAs of mesponse Ay the apostles to 0a:l as 
fo:nd in -emses 9 P 3 and see themeAy the 
seO:ence. ]imstR  seeinT that 0a:l had Aeen 
entm:sted Dith the Tospel to the GentilesR and 
secondR mecoTni?inT the Tmace Ti-en to 0a:lR 
and thimd they Ta-e the miTht hand of felloD6
ship. God has Ti-en the ,hmistian a bind to Ae 
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:sed in his sem-ice vgob. 1W’1RW J Kph. u’WW6Wu2. 
“n verse 10R the apostles as7 0a:l to also me6
bebAem the poom. “n conteLtR the poom Do:ld 
Ae those abonT the 0alestinian ch:mches. “t 
is intemestinT that 8es:s saidR …whe poom yo: 
alDays ha-e Dith yo:R and Dhene-em yo: Dish 
yo: can do theb ToodM vzam7 1u’9R ebpha6
sis added2. BoR ban5s tho:Thts of DipinT o:t 
po-emty ame nothinT A:t h:Amis. whe poom ame 
heme fom a meason. kill De …do theb ToodRM as 
8es:s saidq vzatt. WN’Pu6P)2.

Verse 11 AeTins a neD tho:Tht and sit:ation. 
Sistomically it rts in at (cts 1N’PNR folloDinT 
the 8em:saleb ,o:ncil beetinT. Bhomtly aftem 
0a:l met:mned fmob 8em:saleb to (ntiochR 0e6
tem bade a met:mn -isit to (ntioch Dheme this 
incident occ:mmed. Bince 0entecostR this is the 
only instance of one apostle commectinT anoth6
em apostle. 0a:l says he …opposedM 0etemR the 
-emA opposed AeinT in the aomist tenseR cob6
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bonly :sed fom a past e-ent. whe idea is once 
the sit:ation Das dealt DithR it Das o-em. 0a:l 
says that 0etem …stood condebnedRM litemally 
…ha-inT Aeen condebned.M  …,ondebnedM is 
the only Domd that can Ae :sed to tmanslate the 
Gmee7. 0etem 7neD Aettem and so stood Ditho:t 
eLc:se as an apostle vsee (cts 14’1NRW–RPuRu9 
pl:s the mes:lts of the 8em:saleb ,o:ncil x 
(cts 1N’W–RW32.

jotice v-.11A2 that 0a:l opposed 0etem …to his 
face.M  zomeo-emR 0a:l did so …in the pmesence 
of allM v-. 1u2. khen a felloD ,hmistian is li-inT 
in a sinf:l bannem ame De DillinT to confmont 
hibq (nd if he is doinT so in p:AlicR ame De 
DillinT to confmont hib in p:Alicq IiAlicallyR De 
sho:ld Ae DillinT. 

Verse 12 shoDs the chanTe in the pmocess ta76
inT place v…0etem AeTan to DithdmaDM x shoDn 
Ay the ibpemfect tense2. !i7e so bany sinsR the 
act can AeTin sloDly A:t then end :p cons:b6
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inT :s. 0miom to the cobinT of the 8:dai?ems 
Dho pmofessed ,hmist A:t cl:nT to cemtain Fld 
westabent Aeliefs vin this case the need fom 
cimc:bcision x see Gen. 19’361uR esp. -. 1u2R 
0etemR fmob his eLpemience at the ho:se of 
,omneli:s v(cts 142R 7neD that it Das pemfectly 
acceptaAle in God5s eyes to eat Dith v:ncim6
c:bcised2 Gentiles. I:t Tood old peem pmes6
s:me ca:sed hib to DithdmaD and hold hibself 
aloof fmob the Gentiles Dhen the 8eDish ,hmis6
tians ammi-ed. (h yesR the feam of Dhat othems 
thin7 of :s has dabaTed bany a ,hmistian Dit6
ness vsee 0mo-. W3’WN2. zay De feamR mathemR o:m 
Tmeat and aDesobe GodR Dhich is the AeTin6
ninT of Disdob v0mo-. 3’14J SeA. 14’P12. 

Verse 13  cleamly shoDs :s the poDem of eL6
abpleR  especially of  a  pemson in a  leadem6
ship mole. (s 8abes Damns :sR …!et not bany 
of yo: Aecobe teachemsR by AmethmenR 7noD6
inT  that  as  s:ch  De  shall  inc:m  a  stmictem 
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C:dTbentM vlit.R Tmeatem condebnation2R 8abes 
P’1. Bo poDemf:l Das 0etem5s vsinf:l2 eLabple 
that …the mest”.e-en IamnaAasM Coined 0etem 
in his …hypocmisyM v:sed tDice in that shomt 
-emse2. whe Gmee7 -emA tmanslated …Coined in 
hypocmisyM vsunupokrinomai2 litemally beans 
…Coined Dith vhib2 in playinT the hypocmite.M 
(s 0a:l so aptly p:t itR …!et hib Dho thin7s 
he stands ta7e heed lest he fallM v1 ,om. 14’1W2. 
ke ne-em …ammi-eM to pemfect sanctircation 
in this life. gathemR it is an onToinT pilTmib6
aTeR fma:Tht Dith spimit:al danTems and Aat6
tles. ;(“!Z cobbitbent of o:m li-es to the 
!omdship of ,hmist is -ital. ;(“!Z confession 
and mepentance of o:m sins x bost especially 
in o:m tho:Tht life x is -ital. ;(“!Z dyinT to 
o:msel-es is -ital. ;(“!Z mecoTni?inT o:m total 
inaAility to li-e the ,hmistian life Ay o:msel-es 
and th:s o:m total dependence on the !omd to 
so do is -ital. ;(“!ZR conscio:sly t:mninT to 
Sib fom Sis bemcy and Tmace and ebpoDem6
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bent is -ital if De desime to li-e fom Sis Tlomy. 
Fnly as the desime and foc:s of o:m li-es ame so 
ammanTed Dill De conscio:sly eLpemience the 
o:tDom7inT of Tmace in o:m li-es and the Coy 
that accobpanies it. I:tR let it Ae :ndemstood 
that none of the fomeToinT Dill see the liTht of 
day Ditho:t the Tmace and enaAlebent of the 
!omd. “n additionR it is Sis desime that De so 
li-eR so that Sis Tmace and enaAlebent Dill Ae 
a-ailaAle to those Dho as7 in faith Aelie-inT. 
gebebAemR God5s :ltibate Toal fom o:m li-es is 
to confomb :s to the ibaTe of the !omd 8es:s 
,hmistR so that Dhen De see SibR De Dill 7noD 
SibR Aeca:se De Dill Ae li7e Sib vgob. –’W3J 
1 8ohn P’W2.

“n verse 14R 0a:l contin:es that Dhen he saD 
that the ,hmistian 8eDs Deme not …stmaiThtfom6
Damd aAo:tM vj(BI2R the Gmee7 can also Ae 
tmanslated …AeinT consistent DithM om …ba7inT 
pmoTmess toDamdM v0a:l contin:es2 …the tm:th 
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of the TospelRM he mesponded. geTamdless of 
the choice of tmanslationR the -emA is in the 
pmesent acti-e indicati-e Dhich is the sabe as 
the sibple pmesent in KnTlish. whis Das an on6
ToinTR pmesent sit:ation Dhen 0a:l confmonted 
it. Se did not Dait in hopes that the vsinf:l2 
sit:ation Do:ld commect itself. Se 7neD that 
cobbitted sin TmoDs li7e cancem and b:st 
Ae dealt Dith eLpeditio:sly. ZetR 0a:l did not 
act hastily. Se Daited :ntil …”e-en IamnaAas 
Das cammied aDayM v-. 1PA2. whe sin 0etem had 
cobbitted Das to ba7e tDo Tmo:ps of ,hmis6
tiansR meleTatinT the Gentile v:ncimc:bcised2 
,hmistians to second class citi?enship in the 
QinTdob of God vcf.  Gal.  P’W–RW32.  wh:sR a 
p:Alic sin meO:imes a p:Alic chastisebent v1 
wib. N’W42. jotice hoD 0a:l AminTs toTethem 
the Domds …tm:thM and …Tospel.M  whey AelonT 
toTethemR of co:mseR Aeca:se the Tospel is the 
Tood neDs of Dhat ,hmist has accobplished 
at ,al-amyR and ,hmist is the pemsonircation 
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and ebAodibent of wm:th v8ohn 1u’)2. jo6
tice also hoD -emse 1u dmaDs to a close. 0etem 
Das so ta7en Ay Dhat the ,hmistian 8eDs fmob 
8em:saleb tho:Tht of hib that he …cobpelledM 
valso tmanslated …fomcedM2 the Gentiles to li-e 
li7e 8eDs vcf. ,ol. W’1)6WP2. 

“n verse 15R 0a:l ba7es an intemestinT state6
bent’ …ke ame 8eDs Ay nat:meR and not sinnems 
abonT the Gentiles.M  0a:lR if yo: DillR is :sinT 
8eDish lanT:aTe. whe 8eDs tho:Tht of Gentiles 
as …sinnemsRM e-en …doTs.M whe 8eDs had the 
!aD of God and stmo-e aftem miThteo:sness. 
Iy contmast vin 8eDish thin7inT2R the Gentiles 
Deme Ditho:t the !aD and didn5t stmi-e aftem 
miThteo:sness. 

“n verse 16R 0a:l noD met:mns to …,hmistianM 
lanT:aTe. “n a sobeDhat mo:nd6a6Ao:t DayR 
0a:l eLpmesses a fo:ndational tm:th of the 
,hmistian faithR nabelyR that the C:st vmiTht6
eo:s2 ban shall li-e Ay faith vSaA. W’uJ gob. 
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1’19 Gal. P’11J SeA. 14’P–2. zay the !omd Ti-e 
:s an onToinT h:nTem to li-e Todly li-esR Ay 
faithR  to Sis Tlomy.  0a:l  DmitesR  …”7noDinT 
that a ban vanthroposR beaninT …ban7indM2 
is not C:stired Ay vthe2 Dom7s vof the !aD2 
A:t thmo:Th faith vin ,hmist 8es:sRM ebphasis 
added2. whe :ndemlininT and pamenthesis ame 
beant to dmi-e hobe the point: zan is not C:s6
tired Ay Dom7s A:t thmo:Th faith. khat Dom7sq 
whe Dom7s of the !aD. ]aith in khobq ]aith in 
,hmist 8es:s. ]aith is not ethemeal. gathemR faith 
has a tanTiAle oACectR nabelyR the 0emson and 
Dom7 of 8es:s ,hmist. what is Dhy o:m meliTion is 
called ,Sg“Bwianity. “t is Aased on kho ,hmist 
is and Dhat Se has done at ,al-amy. 

0a:l AeTan o:m aAo-e O:ote Dith …7noDinT 
that a banR etc.M  whe Gmee7 fom 7noDinT in this 
case is oida Dhich is di&ement fmob the :s:al 
Domd :sed. “t beans to 7noD in the sense of 
:ndemstandinT and can Ae so tmanslated vsee 
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0mo-. W’)R Bept:aTint2. BoR 7noDinT sal-ation 
is Ay Tmace thmo:Th faith is bome than C:st 
an intellect:al 7noDledTe vtho:Th it cemtainly 
incl:des that2. “t is a deep DithinR Bpimit6attest6
ed tm:th Dhich the meTenemated v…Aomn aTainM2 
Aelie-em :ndemstands and DillinTly ebAmaces 
Dith his Dhole AeinT.

“t is intemestinT to note hoD ibpomtant this 
doctmine is. “n -emse 1) aloneR 0a:l Aasically 
mepeats the C:stired Ay faith not Dom7s doc6
tmine thmee tibes. “t is as if he Deme sayinTR …;o 
yo: Tmasp this ibpomtantR fo:ndational tm:thR 
deam GalatiansR “ bean meally :ndemstand itq 
“t is -ital to yo:m ,hmistian li-es.M (ndR in factR 
only Ay :ndemstandinT this AiAlical tm:th does 
all the Tlomy To to God. God is a Cealo:s God 
kho  shames Sis Tlomy Dith no one vKL. Pu’1u2. 

(t the heamt of thisR of co:mseR is C:stircation. 
]om a pemson to Ae C:stired is to Ae declamed 
miThteo:s Ay God. “t is a fomensic vleTal2 temb 
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DhemeAy GodR as 8:dTeR mendems a -emdict in 
Dhich the miThteo:sness of ,hmist is ibp:t6
ed to the pemson. wo ibp:te beans to cmedit 
sobethinT to a pemson. Bynonybs fom ibp:te 
Do:ld incl:de to attmiA:teR assiTnR om ascmiAe. 
“n this caseR God the ]athem ibp:tes ,hmist5s 
miThteo:sness to the neD Aelie-em themeAy C:s6
tifyinT hib in God5s eyes. “n ibp:tation De 
Tain no miThteo:sness of o:m oDn. “t is ,hmist5s 
miThteo:sness Dhich is attmiA:ted om assiTned 
vibp:ted2 to :s.

BoR meTamdinT C:stircation De co:ld say:  “t 
is  an act  of  God alone vgob. –’P4RPPRPuJ  1 
,om. 1’P42. God is C:stifyinT the :nTodly vgob. 
u’N2. “t is not of Dom7s vgob. P’W42. “t is Ay 
Tmace vgob. P’Wu2. “t is Ay faith vgob. N’12. “t 
is thmo:Th ,hmist5s shed Alood vgob. N’32. “t is 
thmo:Th ,hmist5s miThteo:sness vgob. N’1–R132. 
joticeR theme is no …beR byself om “M in themeH 
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(lso intemestinT is that 0a:l :ses thmee dif6
fement pmepositions in -emse 1) Dhich ame all 
tmanslated …inM ,hmist Ay the j(BI vand can 
so Ae tmanslated2. whe rmst …thmo:Th faith in 
,hmist 8es:sM is dia Dhich con-eys beans and 
th:s co:ld Ae commectly tmanslated …thmo:Th 
faith Ay beans of ,hmist 8es:sRM con-eyinT the 
idea that ,hmist Sibself is the beans Ay Dhich 
De ame enaAled to Aelie-e vom ha-e faith2. whe 
second pmeposition :sed is eisR Dhich can also 
Ae tmanslated …intoM om …:pon.M whe idea heme 
is that ,hmist is the oACect of one5s faithJ it 
is placed :pon Sib. whe thimd pmeposition is 
ekR the bost cobbon tmanslation of Dhich is 
sibply …fmob.M I:tR and heme pemhaps is the 
cl:eR it beans fmob in the sense of …o:t fmob.M 
,o:ld De sayR p:ttinT it in conteLtR …Ae C:sti6
red Ay faith o:t fmob ,hmistRM that isR o:m faith 
vand C:stircation2 ame so:mced in ,hmist and 
ebanate fmob Sibq “t cemtainly ba7es AiAlical 
sense and Ti-es God all the Tlomy. 
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!et5s stmip -emse 1) to its Aasic elebents. 0a:l 
says: 12 ban is not C:stired Ay Dom7s A:t Ay 
faith in ,hmist 8es:sJ W2 he Aelie-es in ,hmist 
8es:s to Ae C:stired Ay faith in ,hmist not Ay 
Dom7sJ P2 Ay Dom7s no [esh shall Ae C:stired 
vgob. P’W4J 8abes W’142. B:Oce it to sayR the 
tDo -emAs tmanslated …C:stiredM in -emse 1) ame 
Aoth in the passi-eR aOmbinT aTain that it is 
a Dom7 of GodR so Tmacio:sly done to :sR fom 
:sR and in :s. wo Sib Ae the TlomyR fome-em and 
e-emR aben.

wo :ndemstand Dhat 0a:l is sayinT in verse 17R 
De b:st ba7e -emse 1) pamenthetical. “n oth6
em DomdsR -emse 19 ibbediately folloDs -emse 
1N in 0a:l5s tho:Tht pmocess. khat he is say6
inT is that the 8eDish ,hmistiansR in see7inT 
C:stircation Ay faith in ,hmist ha-e to cobe 
face6to6face Dith the fact that they too ame sin6
nemsR C:st li7e the Gentiles. “t Do:ld ha-e Aeen 
a shoc7inT meali?ation to the 8eDish ,hmistians 
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Dho loo7ed Dith disdain on GentilesR callinT 
theb …Gentile doTsRM that in God5s eyes they 
ame on the sabe sinf:l …le-elM as the Gentiles. 
;oes that ba7e ,hmist a binistem of sinR 0a:l 
as7sR and ibbediately and ebphatically me6
spondsR …zay it ne-em AeHM khile not in the 
Gmee7R the QinT 8abes bost ebphatically saysR 
…God fomAidHM

“n verse 18R 0a:l contin:es his tho:Tht aibed 
dimectly at the 8eDish ,hmistians Dhile phmas6
inT it as if tal7inT aAo:t hibself. Se says that if 
they …”meA:ildM vAettemR …mestomeM2 Dhat they 
had destmoyed”.M khat is he tal7inT aAo:tq 
Se is tal7inT aAo:t theim met:mninT to the !aD 
Dith all its m:les and meT:lationsR to say noth6
inT of  the sacmircial  systeb. “f  they do so 
they Dill …”pmo-e thebsel-es to Ae a tmans6
TmessomM in theim claibed faith in ,hmist alone 
fom sal-ation Ay p:ttinT thebsel-es Aac7 :n6
dem the !aD. gebebAemR sal-ation is Ay Tmace 
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thmo:Th faithR not as a mes:lt of Dom7s v!aD2 
that anyone sho:ld Aoast vKph. W’–R32. whe 
Dmitem of the Aoo7 of SeAmeDs spent bost of 
the Aoo7 eLhomtinT the 8eDish ,hmistian …a:di6
enceM on the sabe pointR debonstmatinT hoD 
b:ch …AettemM vappeams 1P tibes in SeAmeDs2 
,hmist DasRis than the !aD. 

“n verse 19R 0a:l tm:ly pemsonali?es his point 
thmo:Th the :se of the stand6a6lone pemsonal 
pmono:n …IM vego in the Gmee72 and places it 
rmst in the sentence fom ebphasis. !itemallyR 
-emse 13 Do:ld meadR v“ ab ToinT to tmanslate 
dia  Y…thmo:ThM in yo:m IiAlesE as …Ay beans 
ofMR a bome eLactinT tmanslation in conteLt2: 
…v]om2 I Ay beans of vthe2 !aD to vthe2 !aD 
diedR in omdem that to God “ biTht li-e.M  0a:l5s 
point heme is clamired Dhen De loo7 at go6
bans 9’1ARuaR).  0a:l says the !aD has C:mis6
diction o-em a pemson as lonT as he li-esR A:t 
that ,hmistians Deme bade to die to the !aD 
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thmo:Th theim :nion Dith ,hmist in Sis deathR 
so that they ame noD meleased fmob the !aD 
and sem-e in the neDness of the BpimitR not in 
the oldness of the lettem of the !aD. 

Verse  20  Aasically di-ides  into  tDo  pamts. 
]imstR Dhat has happened to 0a:l in his :nion 
Dith ,hmistR and secondR the mes:ltinT fm:it 
of that tmansfombation in his life. (TainR 0a:l 
:ses the ebphatic I vego2. whe -emA tmanslat6
ed …cm:cired DithM vsustauroow 2 bome litem6
ally beans …cm:cired toTethem DithM and can 
also Ae tmanslated …co6cm:cired.M  BoR 0a:l 
saysR  …I  vebphatic2 ha-e Aeen co6cm:cired 
Dith ,hmist”M  joD that is identifyinT Dith 
BobeoneH gob. )’P69 abplires this pointR es6
pecially -emse ) Dhich meadsR …...o:m old ban 
Das cm:cired Dith v,hmist2...that De sho:ld 
no lonTem Ae sla-es to sin...M Seme in Gala6
tians W’W4R co6cm:cired is in the pemfect pas6
si-e indicati-e. what con-eys tDo ibpomtant 
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points. ]imst the pemfect con-eys a past action 
Dhose e&ects contin:e on into the pmesent. 
BecondlyR the passi-e beans that the co6cm:6
cirLion Das an action done :nto 0a:l Ay God. 
0a:l had nothinT to do Dith his co6cm:cirL6
ion Dith ,hmist. Ieca:se of this co6cm:cirLion 
Dith ,hmist Ay GodR 0a:l contin:esR …...it is no 
lonTem “ Dho li-eR A:t ,hmist li-es in be...M whis 
pamallels 0hil. 1’W1 Dheme 0a:l saysR …]om to beR 
to li-e is ,hmist”.M and ,ol. P’uaR …,hmist Dho 
is o:m life.M wo cobplete the beaninT of this 
tho:Tht De need to heam the Domds of 8es:s 
in 8ohn 1N’NAR …...he Dho aAides in ze...Aeam
s b:ch fm:itJ fom apamt fmob ze yo: can do 
nothinT.M  (pamt fmob ,hmist De can do lots 
of thinTsR of co:mseR s:bbami?ed in the Domd 
…sin.M I:tR to Aeam the fm:it of the BpimitR De 
b:st rmst Ae co6cm:cired Dith ,hmist and then 
daily aAide in Sib vsee 0hil. u’1P2. God b:st 
mecei-e all the Tlomy.
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ke had said aAo-e that -emse W4 is Aasically di6
-ided into tDo pamts. 0amt one vco-emed aAo-e2 
deals Dith Dhat happened to 0a:l in his :nion 
Dith ,hmist x he had Aeen co6cm:cired Dith 
,hmistR and it Das no lonTem 0a:l Dho li-ed A:t 
,hmist li-ed in hib. 

ke contin:e Dith pamt tDo of -emse W4R nabe6
lyR  the  mes:ltinT  fm:it  of  that  tmansfomba6
tion in 0a:l5s life. 0a:l meali?es that he has 
noD vsince meTenemation2 Aeen ebpoDemed Ay 
,hmist thmo:Th the pmesent indDellinT of the 
Bpimit of ,hmist vgob. –’3AR142R A:t he still has 
to contin:e to li-e in this life …in the [esh.M 
whemefomeR it is a Dal7 of faith v…“ li-e Ay faithM2R 
hoDe-em not an aibless faith A:t one mooted in 
a 0emson v…in the Bon of GodM2 kho debon6
stmated Sis lo-e fom 0a:l v…kho lo-ed beM2 
Dhile 0a:l Das yet dead in his sins vKph. W’uRN2 
Ay dyinT on the ,moss fom 0a:l v…deli-emed 
Sibself :p fom beM2.  whin7 aAo:t that. Seme is 
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0a:lR not only a sinnemR spimit:ally dead in his 
sinsR A:t acti-ely pemsec:tinT ,hmist thmo:Th 
Sis ,h:mch v1 ,om. 1N’3J (cts W)’1uR1N2. ]om this 
ban ,hmist s:&ems an aToni?inT death on the 
,mossR ta7inT :pon Sibself the Dmath of God 
fom all of 0a:l5s sins. (ba?inTH Zet De can s:A6
stit:te o:m nabe fom 0a:lR can De notq

wDo closinT tho:Thts on -emse W4. ]imstR 0a:l 
:ses the pemsonal pmono:n tmanslated …beM 
tDice in the -emse shoDinT hoD each and e-emy 
sal-ation is indi-id:al. (s sobeone has saidR 
…God has no Tmandchildmen.M BecondlyR the 
-emAs …“ li-eM :sed tDice Ay 0a:l ame Aoth 
pmesent acti-e indicati-e in the Gmee7R bean6
inT that the life De li-e as ,hmistians is an 
e-em6pmesentR day6Ay6day life of faith.

Verse 21 is a pemfect eLabple of Dheme conteLt 
is -ital to commectly intempmetinT Bcmipt:me. 0a:l 
is sayinTR …!oo7 0etem and IamnaAas vand the 
mest of yo: 8:dai?inT ,hmistians2 I do not n:l6
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lify vomR …declame in-alidM2 the Tmace of God as 
yo: ha-e Ay yo:m actions vGal. W’1WR1P2R fom if 
miThteo:sness cobes thmo:Th the !aD x Dhich 
yo:m actions seeb to ibply x then ,hmist died 
needlessly.M vBee W ,om. N’W12. Vemse W1R thenR 
is a f:mthem meA:7eR especially to 0etem. Kithem 
God5s Tmace in ,hmist is all6s:OcientR 0a:l ef6
fecti-ely saysR om it is nothinT. ,hooseR 0etem 
vand :s2H
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CHAPTER  THREE

Here is a summary of chapter three: 

1. The Galatians received the gospel not 
by works but by faith (vs. 1-5).

2. Abraham, the father of the faith of be-
lievers, received the gospel by faith (vs. 
6 – 9).

3. The works of the Law bring a curse, 
versus the blessings brought by faith 
(vs. 10 – 14).

4. God’s  covenantal  promise  to  Abra-
ham’s seed – Christ – is not invalidated 
by the Law (vs. 15 – 18).
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5. The Law, added due to sins, cannot im-
part eternal life but convicts of sin and 
acts as a tutor bringing men to faith in 
Christ (vs. 19 – 26).

6. All  mankind who are  baptized into 
Christ belong to Him as Abraham’s o7-
spring according to promise (vs. 2I – 
29).

Pn verse 1, xaul now applies this same teaching 
to the church in Galatia (and of course to the 
church as a whole). There is a progression in 
xaul’s argument. He begins with his own per-
sonal e:perience (Gal. 1S13 – 1I), then Christ-
ian (church) history (Gal. 2S1,I,9,10), then the 
Galatians’ personal e:perience (Gal. 3S2-4), 
then the e:perience of Abraham (Gal. 3S6 – 
9), and “nally the testimony of Jcripture (Gal. 
3S10 – 12). Thus, xaul is saying to the Galat-
ian church, RLook, P’ve e:perienced the truth 
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of grace over Law, church history aWrms that 
(Acts 15 – the ”erusalem Council), you peo-
ple have personally e:perienced that truth, 
the father of the faith Abraham (Nom.4S11,1
6) was saved by grace through faith, not the 
Law, and “nally, the Oord of God con“rms 
that truth.E Fo wonder xaul begins chapter 
three with RY foolish Galatians.E Pt reminds 
one of ”esus’ comments to the disciples on the 
road to ?mmaus after His resurrection. Dor 
three-and-one-half years He had been teach-
ing them. …et, they believed not. EY foolish 
men and slow of heart to believe...E said ”esus. 
Are we that way sometimesj Boes the Lord 
not have to repeatedly teach us on various 
points in lifej Boes He not e7ectively say at 
times, RY foolishqq.E

Continuing with verse 1, xaul is chiding the 
Galatians for wanting to return to the Law 
(works), leaving behind faith as the basis for 
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their ;usti“cation before God. The sin of pride 
was the fundamental basis for the fall (Gen. 
3S6), and it is a sin that still tugs on the heart 
of even regenerate manqmost especially in 
America, where pride of accomplishment via 
one’s works is highly rewarded. /ut, xaul calls 
such reasoning Rfoolish,E asking who has Rbe-
witchedE them (the Greek can also be trans-
lated Rplaced under a spellE)j He reminds 
them that before their very eyes – not some-
thing done in secret –  Christ was Rpublicly 
portrayedE (also translated Rput on public dis-
play,E even Rwritten aboutE) as cruci“ed. Jo, 
this wasn’t some esoteric event made aware 
to  only an  elite  few (1  Cor.  15S6).  Fo,  this 
cruci“:ion was a public display, even written 
about, and done so, Galatians, before your 
very Reyes.E …ou, therefore, stand without e:-
cuse. The cruci“:ion of Christ (and the mean-
ing thereof) was central to xaul’s preaching 
wherever he went (see 1 Cor. 2S2).
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Pn verses 2-5, xaul asks a series of Muestions 
that are really an ampli“cation of one: Ohat 
is the basis of your salvation, Galatiansj The 
Muestions are related and seMuential, reMuir-
ing the Galatians to think through the basis of 
their salvation. xaul begins at the point of a 
believer’s initial, self-realization of his salva-
tion, namely, regeneration (RBid you receive 
the JpiritqE). He asks, RqBid you receive the 
(Holy) Jpirit by the works of the Law or by 
the hearing of faithjE xointed. Appropriate. 
Oorksj Daithj Chooseqfor there are no oth-
er choices (Nom. 10S1I! Heb.4S2). Pt is clear-
ly an either&or situation, Law, or faith. Con-
“dent that the believers will answer Rfaith,E 
xaul continues in verse 3, RqHaving begun 
by the Jpirit, are you now being perfected by 
the UeshjE  Again, xaul presents them with 
an either&or situation. The RUeshE in this con-
te:t would mean their own personal e7orts, 
which is to say, works (Nom. 8S13). How many 



COMMENTARY ON GALATIANS72

Christians try and serve the Lord in their own 
strength and then wonder why their e7orts 
bear no fruitj The Christian walk is a daily 
realization of our dependence on the Lord to 
accomplish anything for His kingdom (”ohn 
15S5b! xhil. 4S13). That, of course, reMuires hu-
mility and is why Christ tells us that if we wish 
to follow Him, we must 1) deny ourselves, 2) 
take up our cross (an instrument of death), 
and 3) do so daily (Luke 9S23,24! 1 Cor. 15S31! 
2Cor. 4S10). 

Pn verse 4, xaul continues on the assumption 
that the Galatians are (even if some reluctant-
ly) agreeing with him. A true Christian, who 
will live out his life in public, will sooner or lat-
er su7er tribulation of some sort (”ohn 16S33! 
1 xet. 4S12,14,16). /ased on xaul’s comment 
in this verse, the Galatians had so su7ered. 
And so, xaul asks almost rhetorically, RBid 
you su7er so many things in vain, if indeed it 
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was in vainjE (emphasis added). Pnterestingly, 
the Greek verb translated Rsu7erE (pasko ) can 
also be translated Re:perience.E  "ay we not 
conclude that the Lord wants us to pro“t from 
our e:periences (positive or negative), espe-
cially in light of xaul’s concluding clause R...if 
indeed it was in vainjE

xaul concludes his Muestions in verse 5 by re-
minding them of the fruit the Holy Jpirit had 
borne through them and uses the Greek word 
dunamis, translated Rmiracles,E from which we 
get the ?nglish word Rdynamite.E He does 
so to emphasize the impossibility of it be-
ing a purely human accomplishment. These 
Rdeeds of powerE (alternate translation), xaul 
reminds them, are such as to demand them 
being accomplished by the Holy Jpirit, not 
by the deeds of their own Uesh. Jo, xaul’s 
concluding Muestion is whether or not God 
accomplished these miracles among them, 
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Rqby the works of the Law or by hearing with 
faithjE Ps it because you, Galatians, kept the 
Law perfectly ("att. 5S48), or because of your 
faith in Christj Oorks or faith: chooseq.yet 
isn’t the answer obvious, Galatiansj xerhaps 
that is a good Muestion via which to remind 
ourselves of one of the three solas of salva-
tion: by faith alone. 

As mentioned at the outset of this commen-
tary on Galatians, xaul’s theology stems pri-
marily from the xentateuch, with Abraham as 
his starting point. Jee Genesis 12S1-3! 15S5,6! 
1IS1-14! 22S1-18 (Psaac a type of Christ)! ”ohn 
8S56! Nomans 4 (entire chapter)! Gal. 3S6-9, 
13-18, 28,29 ! 4S22-28! Heb. 11SI-12. 

Pn verse 6,  xaul  now points to Abraham – 
the father of the faith of us all, both sub;ec-
tively (Nom. 4S11) and ob;ectively (Nom. 4S16). 
(kathos  is better translated R;ust asE). R”ust as 
Abraham believed God...,E xaul begins. xaul 
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could point to no higher human source of 
faith e:ercised than Abraham. /elief is faith 
put into action. The Greek form of RbelievedE 
here shows that it was a settled decision. Fo-
tice that true, saving faith always has an ob-
;ect and that ob;ect is always God. Abraham 
didn’t ;ust believe! he believed in God‘ And 
what was the fruit of that God-given faith (?ph. 
2S8,9)j The "essiah’s righteousness was im-
puted (RreckonedE in our /ibles) to Abraham. 
How can that bej ”ust as we Christians look 
back on the Christ Oho has come and accom-
plished redemption, so the true Yld Testa-
ment believer looked forward to the "essiah 
Oho was to come and accomplish redemption 
(”ob 14S14,15! 16S19! 19S25-2I! Heb. 11S39,40). 
”ob was considered a contemporary of Abra-
ham. Con“dence in God results in obedience 
to God. That is why ”esus could say (in order to 
separate the true disciple from the pretender), 
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RPf you love "e, you will keep "y comman-
dantsE (”ohn 14S15, see also v. 21). 

Having established the primacy of Abraham 
as a human e:ample of true faith, xaul, in 
verse 7, draws a conclusion. RTherefore, know 
(with certainty) that it is those who are of faith 
(not works) that are sons of Abraham.E To be 
Rof faithE means to live a life that is char-
acterized and controlled by faith. "oreover, 
it is not physical descent (ROith the wicked 
life he leads, it’s hard to believe his parents 
are such committed ChristiansE) but spiritual 
likeness that makes a true son of Abraham 
(”ohn 8S39,40! Nom. 2S28,29! xhil. 3S3). 

Pn verse 8, xaul moves from the sub;ective 
e:ample of Abraham to the ob;ective source 
of the Jcriptures to further support his sal-
vation-by-faith-not-works thesis. xaul says the 
Jcripture would foresee that God would ;us-
tify the Gentiles (also translated RnationsE) 
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by faith.  Fotice that it  is God who (sover-
eignly) ;usti“es. "an is the recipient of God’s 
sovereign work. And, much to the surprise of 
many Christians, the gospel was preached to 
Abraham‘ That was about 2,000 years before 
the incarnation. Actually, the “rst proclama-
tion of the gospel (which means Rgood newsE) 
can be found in Gen. 3S15, right after the fall 
of  Adam [ ?ve.  The  phrase  in  verse  8  of 
Rpreached the gospel beforehandE is actually 
one word in the Greek, namely, proeuanggelit-
zomai, which literally translated means Rto  
proclaim good news in advance.E Pn advance 
of whatj Pn advance of the actual, historical 
event (Calvary). And, the gospel preached be-
forehand to Abraham was, RAll the nations 
(Gentiles) shall be blessed in you.E That was 
taken from Gen. 12S3c. Pn its historical conte:t 
(Gen. 12S1-3), God chooses Abraham (Abram 
at the time), sends him forth on a ;ourney re-
Muiring faith, promises him not only great per-
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sonal blessing, but to be the father of a great 
nation (Psrael), and further promises that he 
will be a blessing which will result in all the 
families of earth being blessed as well. Pnter-
estingly, xaul takes the e:act same sentence in 
Galatians and substitutes the word RnationsE 
(he could have used RGentiles,E same word in 
the Greek) for the word Rfamilies.E The bless-
ing of these Gentiles would point forward to 
the Few Testament church, as especially No-
mans 4 and Galatians 3 [ 4 demonstrate, tied 
in with Abraham and the covenant God made 
with him.. 

The gospel – the good news of God’s redemp-
tion of mankind – appears in di7erent forms 
throughout the /ible, all of which point to 
Christ as types. Pn Gen. 3S15 it is the seed of the 
woman (Christ) who will bruise (Jatan) on the 
head. Pn ?:. 12S1-4, it is the protecting blood 
of the xassover Lamb (a type of Christ). Pn 
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Lev. 1IS11 it is Rqthe life of the Uesh (which 
is) in the blood (which is) given to (us) on the 
altar which (blood) makes atonement for (our) 
souls.E  Pn ”ob 19S25-2I, it is our RqNedeemer 
who livesE and will Rtake His stand on the ea
rthq.who we will behold with our own eyes.E 
Pn Psa. 53 and 55S1 it is the Ju7ering Jervant 
Oho bids R...everyone who is thirsty to come 
to the watersqE and to do so R...without mon-
ey and without cost.E Pn ?zek. 36S25-2I it is 
God Oho will Rqsprinkle clean water on (us) 
and we will be cleanE (;usti“cation) and, will 
Rgive (us) a new heart and put a new spirit 
within (us)E (regeneration), and will Rput His 
Jpirit within (us) and cause (us) to walk in "y 
statutesqE (sancti“cation). Pn Hab. 2S4, it is, 
R/ut the righteous will live by his faith.E  Pn 
"att. 3S2,8 the gospel was RNepent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand (and) bring forth 
fruit in keeping with your repentanceE (see 
also Luke 3S18). Pn ”ohn 3S3,5, it is Rqunless one 
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is born again he cannot see the kingdom of 
Godq.unless he is born of the water and the 
Jpirit he cannot enter the kingdom of GodE 
(see ”ohn 3S10). And “nally, in Acts 20S21, xaul 
e:presses the gospel to the ?phesian elders, 
saying that he had been Rqsolemnly testifying 
to both ”ews and Greeks of repentance toward 
God and faith in our Lord ”esus Christ.E Oe 
see then that there is only one book of life (Nev. 
20S12! cf. "al. 3S16-18) in which one’s name 
can be found, which will result in salvation. 
And, that book of life contains the names of 
those whom God has caused to respond to the 
gospel, starting in Genesis 3S15 and appear-
ing repeatedly in its appropriate form for its 
historical setting on through Nevelation 14S6,I 
where an angel Uying in midheaven preaches 
the eternal gospel to those who live on the 
earth before the “nal ;udgment.
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Pn verse 9, xaul draws a conclusion. Having 
demonstrated that Abraham is the supreme 
e:ample of faith (re-reading Gen. 11S26 – 12S9 
and placing it in its historical conte:t will con-
“rm why), xaul then draws a conclusion, RJo 
then, those who are of faith are blessed with 
Abraham, the believer.E There is a little Greek 
word there – sun – which, when associated 
with the verb (in this case) RblessedE strength-
ens the verb. Jo, it is more precisely trans-
lated Rare blessed together with Abraham,E 
demonstrating our close, spiritual association 
with Abraham. "oreover, the verb translated 
RblessedE is present passive indicative show-
ing that the blessing is something that is on-
going (present) and given to us (passive) by 
God. The same underlying thought of Gal. 3S9 
is found in Gal. 3S29 and Nom. 4S22-24.

Having established the e:clusivity of faith for 
salvation, using both the e:ample of Abraham 
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and con“rming it by Jcripture, xaul, in verse 
10,  demonstrates the disastrous results of 
substituting the Law for faith as one’s means 
of attaining salvation. ]nder RfaithE one is 
RblessedE (by God), while under the Law one is 
RcursedE (also by God). Fotice, Rqas many as 
are of the works of the Law.E The Law dominat-
ed all phases of the life of the Yld Testament 
”ew (read Leviticus). "oreover, God only has 
one standard, namely, perfection ("att. 5S48). 
Thus, if a person does not perform and con-
form to all of the Law – and do so for his entire 
life – xaul says he is cursed (see Nom. 9S30-32). 
This is spoken of an Yld Testament ”ew who 
tried to ;ustify himself by keeping the Law.

Pn summary, then, verse 10 says that the Law, 
by its very demands, brings a curse, because 
it demands perfect and total obedience – an 
impossibility for sinful man. As verse 10 makes 
clear, we would need to Rq.abide by all things 
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written in the book of the Lawq.E That leaves 
no e:ceptions for an entire life and thus the 
impossibility of doing so.

Pn verse 11, xaul shows that the Law was nev-
er designed by God as a means of ;usti“ca-
tion, rather, faith was. He then Muotes Hab. 
2S4, RThe righteous man shall live by faith.E  
After Habakkuk grasps the truth of the ;ust 
Muoted verse – having previously had a Mues-
tion-and-answer session with God – he e:ults 
and re;oices in the Lord (read Hab. 3S1I-19). 
The Greek adversative particle that begins 
verse 12 (de) is best translated Rbut.E Jo doing, 
verse 12 continues the thought of verse 11 say-
ing, R/ut, the Law is not of faithqE  That says it 
all. Then xaul drives home a vital point, name-
ly, that those who choose to ;ustify themselves 
before a holy God by works of the Law, Rqshall 
live by them.E Again, xaul drives home the fact 
that choosing Law as a means of ;usti“cation 
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reMuires a life of (perfect) obedience to the 
Law. Pnterestingly, the Greek verb translated 
Rshall liveE (zao) is in the future middle in-
dicative. The middle means that the sub;ect is 
acting in some way that concerns himself, in 
this case self-;usti“cation by works. He does 
it himself, without God’s help. Yne could say: 
Lean on law, you lean on self. Lean on faith, 
you lean on ”esus Christ. 

Nealizing the fundamental gravity of the sub-
;ect of works versus faith, xaul continues the 
sub;ect in verse 13. This is what is known the-
ologically as the RransomE concept. Pts most 
clear e:pression in the Yld Testament is found 
in the book of Nuth, where /oaz ransomed 
Nuth. Here in verse 13 the Nansomer (if P may) 
is Christ Rqwho redeemed us from the curse 
of the Law...E And, how did He do itj Rqhaving 
become a curse for usqE He was&is our Jubsti-
tute. xaul then ends the verse Muoting Beut. 
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21S23, RCursed is everyone who hangs on a 
tree.E Pn conte:t, that refers to a person who 
has so egregiously sinned as to be worthy of 
death in God’s eyesqas we all are apart from 
Christ. (Jee also on this sub;ect 1 xet. 1S18,19! 
2S24!  2  Cor.  5S21).  Yne “nal  point on this 
verse: the Greek word translated RredeemedE 
is exagorazo, which can also be translated Rto 
set free.E  Truly, Christ does set us free from 
both the guilt and the power of sin.

Pn verse 14, xaul tells us why Christ set us free 
(redeemed us), and in doing so he uses a com-
mon Greek form called Rhina plus the sub-
;unctive,E which e:presses a purpose clause. 
Jo, going back to the ma;or thrust of verse 
13 and carrying it over to verse 14, we would 
read it as followsS RChrist redeemed us from 
the curse of the Lawq(for the purpose that) 
in Christ ”esus the blessing of Abraham might 
come to the Gentiles (i.e., to us).E xaul is not 
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“nished, however, and again he uses a second 
purpose clause. He says that the blessing of 
Abraham will come to us through Christ’s re-
demption of us, Rqso that we might receive 
the promise of the (Holy) Jpirit through faith.E 
Ohat we have here are two purposes of God. 
Dirst, the ob;ective purpose of our receiving 
the blessing of Abraham (vs. 6-9), which is 
;usti“cation by faith, and then the sub;ective 
purpose of our receiving the promise of the 
Holy Jpirit (v. 2), again by faith. The Muestion 
that arises is, why does xaul spend “fteen 
;am-packed verses hammering home the im-
portance of faith versus worksj 

The  importance  of  stressing  faith  versus 
works emanates from man’s fallen state in 
which his sinful nature is in rebellion against 
God. Nemember, Jatan’s promise to ?ve (and 
Adam) was that they would be like God (Gen. 
3S5). xride and self-righteousness are the pri-
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mary sins that resulted from the fall. Oe see 
them worked out in so many ways in the or-
dinary occurrences of life. The little boy (or 
girl) wants to be “rst, or the center of atten-
tion in whatever the occasion is. The adult 
man wants to be super rich because of the 
power it will give him over others. And, all the 
religions of the world, e:cluding Christianity, 
are based on a works salvation of some form. 
Ohyj /ecause works elevate self‘ /y contrast, 
the Christian is called to humility, to die daily 
to self, to live a repentant life of faith, totally 
dependent on Christ. This is diametrically op-
posed to a works ethic life or religion. "an in 
his pride wants (at least some) credit for his 
salvation.

/eginning  in verse  15  and  continuing  on 
through verse 21, xaul now approaches the 
underlying sub;ect of faith versus works from 
a di7erent vantage point. Here he will talk 
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about  the superiority of  God’s  covenantal 
promises over against the Law. Ohyj /ecause 
someone might  argue that  the later  given 
Law would annul the earlier given promises 
of God. xaul begins verse 15 with R/rethrenE, 
a reminder to his readers that they are all 
children of God who will spend eternity to-
gether, and thus a call by xaul for unity and 
open- mindedness to what he is about to say. 
He continues with a human e:ample, saying 
that even a Rman’s covenantE (read Rwill,E 
the Greek diatheke can so be translated) once 
legally Rrati“edE cannot be Rset asideE or even 
have Rconditions (read RcodicilsE) added to 
it.E xaul then turns the argument back on his 
dissenters. Pn e7ect he says that under these 
legal conditions the earlier promise trumps 
the later Law. xaul is emphatic when he says, 
Rqno one sets (the will) aside,E or even Kadds 
conditions to itE (emphasis added).
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Having established his point (promise trumps 
Law) using the e:ample of a human will, xaul, 
in verse 16,  now moves on to establishing 
the same basic point using God’s promises 
to Abraham. How masterful‘ Pf it is true in 
a human court, how much more so in God’s 
court‘ xaul begins verse 16 with RFowE (de 
in the Greek, an adversative particle indicat-
ing a transition and so continuity with verse 
15). xaul makes clear that God’s promises to 
Abraham from the very beginning included 
the RseedE (descendent) of Abraham. Then 
to make certain his listeners (and we as well) 
did not miss it, xaul says, RHe does not say, 
VAnd to seeds’ as referring to many, but rather 
to one, VAnd to your seedq’E He then iden-
ti“es the seed, Rqthat is, ChristE (emphasis 
added). Thus, the promise of God the Dather 
was ultimately made to His Jon. Bear ”udaiz-
ers, how is the Law given 430 years later go-
ing to set aside a promise of the Dather to 
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His Jonj (Heb. 2S16). "oreover, we who are 
Rin ChristE are the body of Christ (?ph.1S22
,23! Col. 1S24), and therefore the promises to 
Christ are the promises to us, the corporate 
Rnew manE (”ohn 1IS6, 20-24). That promise to 
the Rseed,E of course, goes back to the fall in 
the garden of ?den where Christ is the seed of 
the woman (Gen. 3S15).

The truth xaul humanly illustrated and es-
tablished in verse 15 (promise in the form of 
a human will trumps Law) and then in verse 
16 brought to its divine form (promise of the 
Dather to the seed Christ trumps Law), he 
brings to its logical conclusion in verse 17. He 
opens with, ROhat P am saying is thisqE Pn 
other words, ROhat P mean is this.E Listen up 
you ”udaizers, P’m about to draw a conclusion‘ 
RThe Law Zwhich came 430 years laterR does 
not invalidate a covenant previously rati“ed 
by GodE (brackets added). 
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As we saw in verse 1I, xaul said that, Rqthe 
Lawqdoes not invalidate a covenant previous-
ly rati“ed by God, so as to nullify the promise.E 
Here the form of two of the Greek verbs is 
revealing. The Greek verb akurow translated 
Rdoes (not) invalidateE is in the present ac-
tive indicative, meaning here that the Law will 
never invalidate the covenant promise. The 
Greek verb prokurow translated Rpreviously 
rati“edE is a perfect passive participle, mean-
ing here that the previous rati“cation of the 
covenant will always be a present reality, and 
because it is passive, it was rati“ed by God, 
not man. Therefore, the Law cannot Rqnulli-
fy the promiseE (see xs. 105S8-10! Heb. 13S20 
ZReternal covenantER).

Pn verse 18, xaul confronts his readers with 
an either&or situation. RIf the inheritance is 
based on law, (then) it  is no longer based 
on a promiseqE Pt cannot be both! it must 
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be one or the other, says xaul. Then comes 
that wonderful combination of words – trace 
them in the /ible sometime – R/ut God.E 
Ah yes, the providence of God in the a7airs 
of man (Psa. 40S15,1I,22-24). xaul continues, 
Rqbut God has granted (the inheritance) to 
Abraham by means of a promise.E RHas grant-
edE is in the perfect tense meaning that the 
granting of the inheritance by promise was 
made in the past but is always continuing in 
the present. Nemember, Abraham is the fa-
ther of the faith of us all (Nom. 4S11,16), and 
thus this promise to Abraham is a promise 
to us as well (Heb. 11S8-10). Dinally, regard-
ing verse 18, the Law was never intended to 
be a means of attaining salvation, for what is 
earned by obedience cannot be received as a 
gift. /ut, through His promise, God has given 
salvation to us as a gift (Nom. 3S24! 5S1I! 6S23).
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Pn verse 19, xaul anticipates a response by the 
”udaizers, namely, that if the Law is seemingly 
almost irrelevant in light of God’s promise, 
why did God give the Lawj Ohat is its use 
and meaningj xaul says, RqPt was added be-
cause of transgressionsqE The word translat-
ed Rbecause ofE is better translated for clarity 
of understanding Ron account of,E which is an 
interesting word, namely, charin in the Greek. 
Pt is the accusative form of charis which means 
graciousness, or even grace. Can we say then, 
that on account of man’s sins, God graciously 
gave him the Law so that his sin and sinfulness 
would become manifestly obvious to him, dri-
ving him to Christj The reality is that man may 
sin in ignorance, but he RtransgressesE when 
he has a recognized standard of what is right 
or wrong, that is, the Law. The moral portion 
of the Law was given for three reasons. Dirst, 
to convict of sin. Jecond, to act as a school-
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master leading to Christ. Third, to show how 
the disciple’s life is to take shape.

xaul in verse 19 now wants to drive home two 
points. Dirst, that the Law wasn’t of human ori-
gin. Nather, it was Rqordained through angels, 
by the hand of a mediatorE ("oses, ?:. 24). 
Therefore, you cannot ignore the Law. Howev-
er, (point two) the promise was given direct-
ly by God to Abraham and so is superior to 
and supplants the Law whenever they seem to 
conUict with one another. xaul continues that 
the Law was given, Rquntil the seed (Christ) 
should come to whom the promise had been 
made.E Jo, the Law was given, in part, in or-
der to prepare man for the coming of Christ 
by so deepening his sense of sinfulness, daily 
convicting him of his breaking the Law, that 
he would not look to the Law as his source of 
righteousness but to Christ. This latter reac-
tion would, in its practical outworking, only be 



CHAPTER  THREE 95

valid for God’s elect. The rest of unsaved man 
hardens his heart in de“ance of God’s law, 
unwilling to repent (Nev. 16S9,11,21). ?ven up to 
His “nal ;udgment, God shows His mercy (Nev. 
14S6,I).

Pn verse 20 we read, RFow a mediator is not for 
one party! whereas God is one.E Pn the giving 
of the Law, "oses was the obvious media-
tor, but xaul doesn’t even mention his name. 
Ohyj /ecause the ”ews laid such great stress 
on the importance of "oses. "oreover, a me-
diator presupposes the e:istence of at least 
two other parties between whom he mediates, 
in this case God and the ”ews. Jo, the Law is 
a contract contingent upon the participation 
of both parties. /y contrast, the promise (of 
God) has no intermediary. Pt is made direct-
ly by God with the people and thus is uni-
lateral! there are no two contracting parties. 
Therefore, whereas the Law was contingent (it 
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takes two to tango, as the old saying goes), the 
promise is absolute and unconditional. The 
Giver is everything! the recipient is nothing
q.but blessed. 

/y the way, did you notice how xaul deftly 
threw in a part of Psrael’s age-old creedj He 
ends the verse with RGod is oneE (Beut. 6S4b). 
The ”udaizers (in conte:t) could not disagree 
with that. Pt was important because of the 
pantheon of pagan gods that e:isted, and it 
continued to be important (to the ”ew) with 
the preaching of the Trinity by Christians – 
three gods in the ”ewish mind. Pnterestingly 
enough, the Hebrew word translated RGodE 
and used from Gen. 1S1 right up to Abraham’s 
believing in God in Gen. 15 is “Elohim”, which 
is the plural form of “Elohah.” "oreover, in 
their creedal statement, RHear, Y Psrael‘ The 
Lord is our God! the Lord is oneE (Beut. 6S4) 
the Hebrew word translated RoneE is “echad.” 
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The e:act same word is used in the ;oining of 
Adam and ?ve, Rqand the two shall become 
one UeshE (Gen. 2S24b, emphasis added). Ne-
garding “echad,” Pt stresses unity while recog-
nizing diversity within that unity. Pt is a plu-
rality in one. A great Yld Testament Jcripture 
on the Trinity is Psaiah 48S16 (in the conte:t of 
verses 12-15).

Pn verse 21, xaul now addresses the seeming-
ly logical conclusion of some of the ”udaiz-
ers, namely, that the Law and the promise 
are in opposition to one another. Thus, xaul 
asks rhetorically, RPs the Law contrary to (can 
also be translated RagainstE) the promises of 
GodjE  He Muickly and emphatically responds, 
R"ay it never be‘E (or as the S”T puts it, RGod 
forbid‘E) The reason for xaul being so em-
phatic is that if it were possible for Law [ 
promise to contradict one another, it would 
show contradiction and conUict in the mind of 
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God Himself. However, the Law itself is holy 
(Nom. IS12) and spiritual (Nom. IS14) and good 
(Nom. IS16), and xaul was to state, RP ;oyfully 
concur with Law of God in the inner manE 
(Nom. IS22). /]T, the Law had&has no power 
to confer on the believer the righteousness it 
demands. A recent study by the author uncov-
ered 33 instances in the Yld Testament where 
the words R;usticeE and RrighteousnessE ap-
pear ad;acent to one another. They appear 
many more times not so physically situat-
ed. Dor e:ample, xs. 9IS2b says, RNighteous-
ness and ;ustice are the foundation of (God’s) 
throne.E Thus, we have the demand of God 
in order to come into His presence, namely, 
righteousness (2 Cor. 5S21) and the promise 
of God of a welcome reception to those so 
eMuipped (1 Cor. 1S30), and the promise of ;us-
tice to those not so eMuipped (Nev. 20S11-15). 
”ustice and righteousness remain the foun-
dation of His throne today. Law and gospel 
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(promise) stand side-by-side with one another 
in both the Yld Testament and the Few Testa-
ment. 

Verse 22 is divided into two clauses separated 
by our good friend hina (that, in order that) 
plus the verb in the sub;unctive (may, might) 
which combination means a purpose is being 
given. Pn the “rst clause xaul tells us what 
the Law has done, Rqthe Jcripture has shut 
up all men under sinqE Ohyj /ecause of the 
working of the Law (Nom. ISI-9). Pronically, by 
being classi“ed as Rsinners,E we are eligible 
for salvation ("att. 9S12,13). Jeen from this 
angle, the Law is of grace. xaul now gives us 
the ultimate reason why the Jcripture shut 
up all men under sin, for the purpose R that 
the promise by faith in ”esus Christ might be 
given to those who believe.E Fotice that the 
e:planation of the promise is bracketed Rby 
faithq.who believe.E   Jalvation is by faith, not 
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Law (Gal. 2S16). Pt is important to note as well 
that saving faith has an ob;ect, namely, Rin 
Christ ”esus.E

Verse 23 demonstrates the sovereignty of God 
in regard to the salvation of mankind. Three 
of the action verbs pertaining to the future 
(time-wise) potential believers are all in the 
passive. They speak of what God has done 
to us and for us. These verbs are (FAJ/), 
Rkept in custody,E Rbeing shut up to the faith,E 
and Rlater to be revealed.E  xaul says, R/efore 
faith came  (literally, Rthe faith came,E refer-
ring both back to verse 22b and faith in the 
xerson of the incarnate Christ), we were kept 
in (protective) custody under the lawqE (The 
word RprotectiveE was added in that the Greek 
word translated RkeptE can also be translat-
ed RguardedE). After saying we were kept in 
custody under the law, xaul continues, Rbe-
ing shut up to the faith which was later to be 
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revealed.E Again, a particular faith and in a 
speci“c xerson (an abiding reason why Chris-
tianity will always be hated in their hearts by 
non-Christians). Pf we were, in our unsaved 
state, Rshut up to the faith,E then we must 
conclude that even faith – saving faith – is a 
gift from God. All praise to Him‘

/eginning with verse 24,  xaul presents his 
closing argument, to e:tend through the end 
of the chapter (v. 29). RTherefore,E he says, 
Rthe law has become our tutorqE (the verb is 
in the perfect tense, so that its function as 
a tutor ever continues on into the present – 
today’s unbelievers are convicted by the law 
ZNom. 2S14,15R). The law convicts one of sin – 
including Christians – but, xaul says, for a spe-
ci“c reason, Rto lead us to Christ.E xaul clos-
es the verse with yet another purpose clause, 
Rqthat we may be ;usti“ed by faith.E Thus, 
the law is indispensable but once having ac-
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complished its role of leading us to Christ and 
through Him ;usti“cation, its role as a tutor 
ends, which is the point of verse 25.

Pn verse 25, xaul draws the “rst of “ve conclu-
sions seen in the remaining verses of chapter 
3. Pt is straightforward: RFow that faith has 
come (in the xerson and work of Christ), we 
(Christians) are no longer under a tutor.E Ynce 
faith is operative, there is no room for that 
of law since the law is principally preparatory. 
Through faith in Christ, we have obtained full 
sonship, so that the preparatory restraints of 
the law are no longer needed. However, the 
moral aspects of the law still apply to Chris-
tians as a mode of living.

Pn verse 26, xaul draws the second conclu-
sion from the faith&works (law) discussion, 
speaking obviously to those who have come 
to saving faith in Christ. A subtle change in 
pronouns has taken place. Pnitially xaul ad-
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dressed the Gentile Galatian Christians (Gal. 
1S2,3, 6-8). Then when xeter failed in his tes-
timony (Gal. 2S11-14), xaul gave his empha-
sis more to the (Christianj) ”udaizers (Gal. 
3S15-25). Pn verse 26, xaul goes from RweE (v. 25) 
to RyouE (v. 26). His instruction now is to the 
entire body of Christ, ”ew [ Gentile. 

Terse  26  contains  the  second  conclusion 
from the previous faith&works (law) discus-
sion. Again, it is straight-forward. /oth ”ews 
and Gentiles are Rall sons of God through 
faith in Christ ”esus.E The words Rthrough 
faithE are more literally Rby means of  the 
faith.E Again, it is a particular faith – saving 
faith – which is the means of salvation. "ore-
over,  Rin ChristE is  xaul’s  commonly used 
phrase meaning that the person is regenerate, 
born again, a true Christian. 

Pn verse 27, we have the third, straight-for-
ward conclusion: RAll of you who were bap-
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tized into Christ have clothed yourselves with 
Christ.E Jome observations. Dirst, verses 26 
[ 2I both encompass RallE those who claim 
the name of Christ,  ”ew, and Gentile.  Jec-
ondly, RbaptizedE here would refer to Jpirit 
baptism (realizing that the adult water bap-
tism that follows is an outward sign and seal 
of the inward Jpirit baptism). "oreover, the 
verb RbaptizedE is in the passive tense in the 
Greek, meaning that it is an act done to us by 
God, further supporting the fact that this is 
Jpirit baptism. Thirdly, Rbaptized into ChristE 
(v. 2I) and Rin ChristE (v.26) are direct syn-
onyms. Dourthly, to Rbe clothed with ChristE 
is to have Christ’s righteousness imputed to 
us (cf. Psa. 61S10! Uech. 3S3,4). Good cross-ref-
erences dealing with the same sub;ect would 
be Nom. 6S3-I and Col. 2S11-13. Pt is interesting 
how xaul uses di7erent words to e:press the 
same basic idea. Pn Nomans 6, for e:ample, 
he speaks of our being Rbaptized into Christ,E 
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being Rburied with Christ,E being Runited with 
Christ,E and being Rcruci“ed with Christ,E all 
synonymous as to their meaning. 

Pn verse 28, xaul gives us his fourth conclu-
sion, namely, that the gospel is universal (see 
Nev. 5S9! IS9) and results in (only) one people 
of God. Thus, neither ethnicity (Rneither ”ew 
nor GreekE), nor social status (Rneither slave 
nor free manE), nor gender (Rneither male nor 
femaleE) have anything to do with whether or 
not a person is a child of God and part of 
the body of Christ. Pn its historical conte:t, 
this statement was a blockbuster that shook 
the very foundations of the e:isting society‘ 
RThose Gentile dogs on the same level as 
we ”ews, God’s chosen peoplej Pmpossible‘E  
R"y slave eMual to mej Pmpossible‘E  RPnfe-
rior women eMual to us menj Pmpossible‘E  
RFo,E says xaul, Rnot only possible, but fac-
tually true in the eyes no less of the in“nite, 
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personal, living God. "oreover, He calls you to 
a oneness in our new, mutual relationship in 
Christ (cf. Col. 3S11). Pt is not that the foregoing 
di7erences have ceased to e:ist, rather, that 
they cease to matter. Pn other words, there is, 
in Christ, religious eMuality (role relationships 
being another matter). Negarding xaul’s call 
for oneness in the body of Christ see 1 Cor. 
12S12-2I (and more brieUy, Nom. 12S4,5).

Pn verse 29, xaul draws his “fth conclusion: Pf 
we are Rin ChristE then, as with Abraham, our 
eternal inheritance is according to promise, 
not works. Thus, xaul has come full circle. 
The RpromiseE of God for eternal life is based 
solely on faith. Oorks have nothing to do with 
it. Ohen xaul begins verse 29 with, RAnd if 
you are Christ’sqE he is not doubting that 
they are. The Greek ei de in conte:t is con-
sidered a “rst-class conditional sentence and 
does not thereby imply doubt. As a matter 
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of fact, it could be translated RAnd since you 
are Christ’sqE Durther,  he says,  Rqyou are 
Christ’sqE the Rto beE verb being in the pre-
sent active indicative, meaning the status is 
always the same and supportive of their eter-
nal security. Dinally, in the concluding thought 
as it relates to verse 29, xaul says, RPf you 
belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed 
(singular) heirs (plural) according to promise.E 
The RseedE of Abraham is Christ, showing that 
the seed of Abraham is spiritual seed. The 
RheirsE would point to the corporate body of 
believers, the body of Christ (Nom. 8S15-1I), but 
notice that includes su7ering.
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CHAPTER FOUR

Here is a summary of chapter four:  

1. The conversion of the Galatians from 
spiritual slaves   to adoption as sons by 
God (vs. 1 – 7). 

2. The weakness of the Galatians’ faith in 
their returning to pre-Christian obser-
vances (vs. 8 – 11).

3. The  Galatians’  acceptance  of  Paul 
when he 6rst preached the gospel to 
them (vs. 12 – 14).

0. Paul’s  concern  about  the  wavering 
faith of the Galatians (vs. 17 – 25).
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,. God’s covenant of promise illustrat-
ed allegorically to con6rm its basis in 
faithB not works (vs. 21 – 31).

jy the beginning of chapter 0B one would as-
sume that Paul had thoroughly made his case 
for Lusti6cation by faith aloneB not by zaw 
(works)B powerfully summari:ed back in Gal. 
2Y14. Het he is now to take chapter 0 and ham-
mer further the same central pointB but to do 
so coming at it from another perspective: the 
sinner’s inferiority under the zaw. “e does so 
using the ”heirI theme.

An verse 1B  Paul  saysB  ”…s long as the heir 
is a childNI The Greek word here translated 
”childI really means ”babyI or ”infant.I  Paul 
is not talking about his physical stateB howev-
erB but his mental and spiritual state. qotice 
that the ”babyI is an ”heirBI that isB he is a son 
of GodB but as long as he is a spiritual babyB 
Paul continuesB  ”Nhe does not diSer at all 
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from a slaveNI ThusB he is an heir by right but 
not in factB even though to 9uote PaulB ”Nhe 
is owner of everything.I (Mee “eb.11Y3WB05 for 
the same underlying thought). 

An verse 2B Paul continuesB ”Nbut he is un-
der guardians and managers until the time 
previously set by the father.I The guardians 
and managers would refer to the zaw and 
those  who  administered  it.  …s  previously 
mentionedB the zaw was meant to convict him 
of sin and act as a schoolmaster driving him to 
Christ (and to guide him in his life). The time 
previously set by the father would refer to the 
coming of the !essiah. 

Paul was using an illustration in verses 1B2B 
and now he applies it in verse 3 when he says 
(literally)B ”Mo also we when we were babies 
under the elements of the world we were hav-
ing been enslaved.I That is the literal Greek. 
Fhen we cross-reference to “eb. ,Y12-10 and 
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Col. 2Y8B25 (which see) we get an idea of what 
Paul means. Fhen we are young in our faithB 
we tend to be in bondage to the teachings 
consisting of basic rules of do’s and don’tsB 
and so is anyone who is dependent on the zaw 
for salvationB says Paul in eSect.

Verse 4 begins with ”jut.I Fhat a wonder-
ful  word  that  is  when  followed  by ”GodI 
and referring to “is dealings with “is obedi-
ent children. ”jut when the fullness of time 
cameNI The servitude of the heir lasts until 
the time appointed by the father (see v. 2b and 
!ark 1Y1,). An our impatience for unanswered 
prayerB we must remember  that God is ac-
tively sovereign and has “is own timing. Fhen 
“e answers (and “e does answer every prayerB 
even if the answer is ”qoI)B we will know that 
it is the right answer. Paul continuesB ”God 
sent forth “is MonNI qotice that God is the 
initiator in salvationB and more than thatB “e 
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does the saving? The Greek verb translated 
”sent forthI is exapostello  and the Greek for 
apostle is apostolos  so that we see that an 
apostle is one sent forth by God. Paul says 
that God sent forth “is Mon ”Nbeing born of a 
womanB being born under law.I   Fhile being 
born of a woman would certainly speak of the 
virgin birth (Asa. 7Y10)B more deeply it refers 
back to Gen. 3Y1, and the seed of the womanB 
who is Christ (see Gal. 3Y14B1W). …ndB of courseB 
Christ was born under the zawB which “e came 
to ful6ll. “e ful6lled the ”Nbe thou perfect as 
Thy xather in heaven is perfectI (!att. ,Y08) by 
“is lifeB deathB and resurrection.

Verse 5 consists of two purpose clauses an-
swering the 9uestionB ”Fhy did God send 
forth “is MonJI (v.2). xirstB ”Nthat “e might 
redeem those who were under the zaw.I This 
is the same basic thought eRpressed in 3Y13 
(which see)B and it would include both /ew 
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and Gentile (see 3Y10 and Dom. 2Y10B1,). The 
zaw is called a ”curseI (3Y13) both because it 
presents God’s standards unable to be met 
by sinful manB and because it was;is (wrong-
ly) seen by man as a system of self-Lusti6ca-
tion. ThusB Christ needed to redeem us. The 
whole idea underlying redemption is the ran-
som conceptB of which the book of Duth is a 
beautiful eRample played out in human terms 
(joa: the ransomer and Duth the ransomee). 

The second reason given in verse , for God 
sending forth “is Mon is ”Nthat we might re-
ceive the adoption as sons.I Fe are actually 
made members of the family of God (1 /ohn 
3Y1)? ChristB who by nature was the MonB be-
came a servantB so that we who by nature were 
servants of sin might become sons of God (cf. 
2 Cor. 8YW)  …ma:ing grace? …nd e9ually ama:-
ingB when God adopted us “e imparted to us 
the Mpirit of “is Mon (Dom. 8YWbB1,B14)B which 
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Paul deals directly with in verse 6. “e saysB 
”Nbecause you are (now) sons (and no longer 
babies under the zaw – v.1) God has sent forth 
the MpiritNI The verb ”sent forthI (one word 
in the Greek) is the identical Greek word in the 
identical form (aoristB simple past in this case) 
as appeared in verse 0. MoB 6rst God ”sent 
forthI “is Mon to redeem us (v.0)B and then “e 
”sent forthI “is Mpirit to cry out from with-
in us (v.4) ”…bba xatherBI which cry con6rms 
our sonship. Eid you notice in verse 4 that 
the entire Trinity was indicatedB to say noth-
ing of their harmonious cooperation in our 
salvationJ Fhat an awesome God we serve? 
The presence of the “oly Mpirit is the absolute 
assurance of our sonship (Dom. 8YW-11O 2 Cor.
1Y22). jy the wayB even /esus when on earth ad-
dressed the xather with ”…bbaI (!ark 10Y34). 
qotice also how Paul includes himself in this. 
“e starts outB  ”Nbecause you  are sonsNI 
and ends up ”God sent forth the MpiritNinto 
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our heartsNI …n interesting aside: ”…bbaI is 
an …ramaic wordB and it means ”fatherI (and 
conveys the idea of ”dearest fatherI). Fhen 
the /ews came back from the 75-year jaby-
lonian eRile (U:ra;qehemiah time)B …ramaicB 
which is a 6rst cousin to “ebrewB was com-
monly spoken by them.

An verse 7B Paul concludes his thought which 
he began in verse 1 and does so starting with 
a ”Therefore.I !oreoverB he switches from us-
ing the plural to using the singular pronoun to 
drive home the point that this applies to each 
and every son of God. “e saysB ”Nyou are no 
longer a slaveNI which they wereB being under 
bondage to the zaw (v.3)B even though legally 
an heir (v.1)B ”Nbut a sonNI Through the in-
dwelling “oly Mpirit there is a self-recognition 
that we are sons of God (Dom. 8Y14). Paul con-
cludes verse 7 sayingB ”Nand if a sonB then an 
heir through God.I The Greek word translated 
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”ifI is ei  and does not imply uncertainty and 
is better translated in this conteRt ”since.I qo-
tice that Paul stresses not Lust that he is a son 
but also that he is an ”heir.I FhyJ To give all 
the glory to God. An this caseB an heir is some-
one who the “ead of the family has chosen to 
adopt into “is family and proclaim as “is heir. 
The son therefore can take no credit for his 
status as a son and heir. !oreoverB have you 
noticed how Paul has had everything center 
around GodJ God sent forth “is Mon (v. 0). 
God sent forth the Mpirit of “is Mon (v. 4). God 
bestowed the inheritance on us (v. 7b). Moli 
Eeo Gloria? At is all by grace. “oweverB may A 
suggest a reading of Dom. 8Y17bB18 and 2 Cor. 
0Y17 for a more complete understanding.

Verses 8-11 belong together in which Paul ref-
erences their unsaved state (v.8)B their saved 
state  (v.W)B  and then their  current  actions 
which portray them as if they were back in 
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their unsaved state (vs.15B11). The Greek is 
very interesting hereB and A am going to em-
phasi:e words freely to drive points home. 
An verse 8 Paul saysB  ”“oweverB at that time 
when you did not know GodN.I Paul uses the 
Greek verb oida  for the Unglish ”know.I  MoB 
in their unsaved state they did not oida God. 
Het in verse 9B Paul saysB ”jut now that you 
have come to know GodNI “ere he uses the 
Greek ginosko  for the Unglish ”know.I Fhen 
we look at /ohn 10Y7B where /esus is with “is 
disciples at the zast MupperB “e saysB ”Af you 
had known !eNI (ginosko  - they did know 
“imB but not yet the xather)B ”Nyou would 
have known !y xather alsoI (oida  they did 
not yet know the xatherB butN) ”Nfrom now 
on you know “imNI (ginosko B they now know 
the xather). …ndB in /ohn 17Y3 (same scenario)B 
/esus saysB ”…nd this is eternal lifeB that they 
may know TheeNI (ginosko ). =ther eRamples 
could be given. MoB it seemsB as a generali:a-
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tionB that oida  means more of a ”know aboutI 
(as one Greek dictionary puts it)B whereas gi-
nosko means more of a really having come to 
know the person personally. 

MoB in verse 8 Paul says the GalatiansB be-
fore ChristB only knew about GodO they didn’t 
personally know “im (Dom.1Y21B2,). …s a con-
se9uenceB they were slaves to various idols. 
Adolatry always spells slaveryB regardless of the 
form the idolatry takes (in …merica today it is 
primarily self-centered materialism in its mul-
tiple forms). 

Paul continues in verse WB ”jut now that you 
have come to know GodNI (ginosko). This is 
a saving knowledge of God. An the jible to 
”knowI has a far deeper meaning than Lust 
intellectual knowledge alone. That is why it 
can be used concerning the relationship of 
God and man and the intimate relationship 
between husband and wife. jut Paul then de-
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cides to be more theologically speci6c and 
saysB ”Nor ratherB to be known by GodNI (gi-
nosko  again). The verb is in the passive. This 
transfers salvation out of the possibly sub-
Lective will of man into the obLective will of 
God (Dom. 8Y2WB35 – ”foreknewI is the Greek 
proginoskoB which is our verb ginoskoB to knowB 
with the preposition pro meaning ”beforeI at-
tached to the front of it). “ere then Paul is re-
visiting God’s sovereignty in the eSectuation 
of man’s salvation.

“aving again con6rmed that they are children 
of God and cemented it with the fact that 
it was God who brought it aboutB Paul then 
says in verse WB ”Nhow is it that you turn back 
again to the weak and worthless elemental 
thingsNJI Paul is shocked that after eRperi-
encing the free grace of the gospelB the Gala-
tiansB under the inVuence of the false /ewish 
teachers want to return to a works (zaw) sal-
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vation. “e calls them ”weak and worthless el-
emental thingsI (see v. 3) because they are un-
able to save man. jasicallyB Paul is saying that 
the zawB as it pertains to salvationB is weak and 
poorB and the sinner is also weak and poorB and 
even together they remain weak and poor and 
cannot bring about salvation. Paul ends verse 
WB referencing the weak and elemental thingsB 
”Nto which you desire to be enslaved all over 
again.I Paul drives home his point by eSec-
tively calling what they are doing ”slaveryBI a 
very common social status in those days. The 
sad point is that they seemingly desired to re-
turn to spiritual enslavement. jut then againB 
how very commonplace it is for man to want 
to earn and ”deserveI his salvation. At is kind 
of like bragging rights before his fellow man.

Verses 9b – 11 are really one united thought. 
Paul is shocked that after hearing and ac-
cepting the gospel of grace that the Gala-
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tians  seem to  be desiring  to  turn  back to 
a works type of salvation and thus be en-
slaved all over again. “e illustrates what he 
means in verse 10 sayingB ”Hou observe days 
and months and seasons and yearsI (cf. Col. 
2Y14-18B 25b-23). The Greek verb paratarew  
translated ”observeI means more eRacting-
ly to ”watch closelyI or ”observe carefully.I 
That is one of the problems with an attempt-
ed works salvationO others in the same boat 
will watch you closely or observe you carefully 
as to whether or not you are carrying out all 
those works precisely. At is a vain attempt to 
earn merit before GodB so common in Doman 
Catholicism. 

An verse 11B Paul gives his personal response to 
this outward spiritual lapse of the Galatians. 
“e starts outB ”A fear for youNI The Greek for 
”fearI is phobew from which we get the Ung-
lish ”phobia.I  jecause it is in the intransitive 
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form and the middle voiceB we could literally 
translate thisB ”A myself am afraid for youNI 
Paul was deeply concerned that all of his eSort 
had been for naughtB and so he continuesB ”A 
myself am afraid for you that perhaps A have 
labored over you in vainI (cf. 2 Cor. 11Y2-0). 
The Greek verb translated ”laboredI means 
to work hardB toilB or struggle. Uvangeli:ing 
among pagans is hard workB a struggleB be-
cause you are in a spiritual battle against ”the 
spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly 
placesI (Uph. 4Y12b). Matan and all his minions 
hate you and what you are doing and will do 
all they can to discourage you and cause your 
defeat. That is why /esus saidB ”…part from 
!e you can do nothingI (/ohn 1,Y,b). “oweverB 
Paul was to later writeB ”A can do all things 
through (Christ) who strengthens meI (Phil. 
0Y13). At all comes down to what Paul wrote to 
the DomansB ”xor from (Christ) and through 
(Christ) and to (Christ) are all things. To “im 
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be the glory forever. …menI  (Dom. 11Y34). The 
word ”labored in vainI can also be translat-
ed ”to no avail.I Paul was deeply discouraged 
and concerned for the Galatians. 

Fe see Paul’s state of mind as we begin verse 
12B  ”A beg of you brethrenNI This begins a 
very personal paragraph (vs. 12 – 25). Paul 
pleads with the Galatians and aSectionately 
calls them adelphoi  better translated ”broth-
ers.I “e continuesB ”Nbecome as A amB for A 
also have become as you areNI This is a tough 
one. A believe Paul means something like this: 
”Deturn to your walk of faith by grace as A amB 
for A once wrongly followed a works-righteous-
ness as you are.I Paul 6nishes verse 12 withB 
”Hou have done me no wrong.I This sentence 
is eRplained by reading ahead to vs. 13-14. 
Paul is reVecting on the manner in which the 
Galatians received him when he 6rst worked 
among them evangeli:ing.
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An verse 13B Paul reminds them of his physical 
condition when he 6rst preached the gospel 
to themB ”Hou know that it was during a bod-
ily illness that A preached the gospel to you 
the 6rst timeI (2 Cor. 12Y7). Paul wants the 
Galatians to re-think and reVect on their 6rst 
meeting and their reception of Paul. …nd soB 
in verse 14 he reminds them that even though 
the ”temptationI was there to ”despiseI him 
due to his bodily sickness...even to ”loatheI 
him (the Greek ekptuo literally means ”spit 
outI)B instead the Galatians ”Nreceived (Paul) 
as an angel of GodB as Christ /esus “imselfI 
(!att. 15Y05). Fhy thenB Paul impliesB is their 
attitude so diSerent towards him nowJ Fhy 
are they listening to the /udai:ersJ Paul is sim-
ply (and understandably) perpleRed as to why 
the Galatians who started so well on the road 
to salvation are seemingly ending so poorly. 
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An verse 15B  Paul  asksB  ”Fhere then is  the 
sense of blessing you hadJI The word trans-
lated ”blessingI can actually mean ”happi-
ness.I The Galatians had obviously reali:ed 
and eRperienced the blessing that comes with 
the freedom of the gospel of grace. The bur-
den of the enslaving works salvation had been 
lifted in Christ. The blessingB the happiness 
they eRperienced in Christ was suchB Paul con-
tinuesB ”Nif possible you would have plucked 
out your eyes and given them to me.I Fhy did 
the Galatians choose to be willing to  ”pluck 
out (their) eyesBI instead of cutting oS their 
arm or legJ A believe it was because the ”thorn 
in the VeshI that God gave Paul (2 Cor. 12Y7) 
was an eye disease. …dditionallyB in Gal. 4Y11B 
Paul saysB ”Mee with what large letters A am 
writing to you with my own hand.I  xinallyB 
in the GreekB ”your eyesI is given a forward 
position in relationship to the verbs associ-
ated with itB which is done in the Greek to 
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give emphasis to the eyes. DememberB Paul’s 
translation to heaven took place approRimate-
ly …E 33B following which he received the thorn 
in the VeshB while Galatians was written about 
…E 08. At should be noted that commentators 
disagree with meB saying we do not know what 
the thorn was. 

“aving set up the Galatians in verse1, by re-
minding them of the blessing they eRperi-
enced upon coming to saving faith and the 
overwhelming thankfulness of their response 
to PaulB in verse 16 Paul now confronts them 
with a bluntB to-the-point 9uestion. ”“ave A 
therefore become your enemy by speaking the 
truth with youJI Fhat ironyB yet how com-
monplace. Paul tells the Galatians the truth 
and relationally he moves from beloved friend 
to enemyNsimply by speaking the truth? The 
reality is that true friends will speak the truth 
even knowing that it may hurt for the moment 
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(Uph. 0Y1,B2,)B while false friends will hide the 
truth so as to remain in our favor. Fhich do we 
wantJ …s for the GalatiansB at least for the mo-
mentB they were unable to tolerate the truth 
Paul had for them.

An verse 17B Paul is now referring to the /udai:-
ers who were leading the Galatians astray with 
their works salvation. This is the approach 
of  all  the  cults.  Paul  writesB  ”They eager-
ly seek youB not commendablyNI The Greek 
verb zelousin  is better translatedB ”They are 
deeply concerned about you (but) not com-
mendablyNI Cultists are eagerB ever-pursuing 
evangelists. Think of the /ehovah’s Fitnesses 
knocking on your neighborhood doors. …ndB 
the verb is in the present active indicativeB 
meaning that this pursuit by the /udai:ers was 
taking place at the very time Paul was in the 
midst of writing this letter. Paul continuesB 
”Nbut they wish to shut you outB in order that 
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you may seek them.I Paul here states who are 
the real enemies and how. The /udai:ers want 
to ”shut outI the Galatians from any inVuence 
but their own and certainly also from the inVu-
ence of Paul. =nce having succeeded in that 
goalB the result will be the utter dependence 
of the Galatians on the /udai:ersB so that the 
Galatians will ”seekI the /udai:ers. 

An verse 18B because Paul is deeply concerned 
about the GalatiansB he makes it clear that be-
ing eagerly sought by someone is a good thing 
if it is done in a ”commendable mannerI (ob-
viously referring to himself). “e concludes this 
thought withB ”Nand not only when A am pre-
sent with you.I MoB when Paul was present with 
themB they were all behind Paul and his gospel 
of graceB but as soon as Paul was absentB they 
were readily inVuenced by the /udai:ers. Much 
6ckleness? HetB this is what happens when the 
Christian is not well-grounded in the truths of 
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the Ford of God. Af Paul was so Lealous for 
themB how much more the Christ who died for 
them? Christ will have the whole heart of the 
individualB or “e will have none of it.

An verse 19B Paul beginsB ”!y childrenNI =bvi-
ouslyB Paul means his spiritual childrenB for it 
was through Paul’s evangelism that the Mpir-
it of God had caused these Galatians to be 
born again (cf. 1 Cor. 0Y10B1,). Paul continuesB 
”Nwith whom A am again in laborNI   Paul 
compares himself to a mother giving birth 
to a child. qotice the word ”again.I “e had 
been through the ”painI of spiritual childbirth 
beforeB and now these same Galatians were 
leaving the gospel of grace and embracing a 
gospel of works. Mo againB Paul must eRplain 
the gospel of grace to get them back on the 
biblical track. “e ends withB ”Nuntil Christ is 
formed in you.I Lntil they have matured in 
ChristB until the nature of Christ is eRhibited 
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through them by the fruit of the MpiritB until 
Christ and Christ alone is the focus of their 
faithB Paul will be in labor over them.

An verse 20B Paul saysB ”A could wish to be pre-
sent with you now and to change my toneNI 
“e was conscious that he was restricted by 
the limitations of time and space (Paul was 
in Corinth at the timeB a good distance from 
Galatia)B and wished he could be with them 
to hear and see and converse with the Gala-
tiansB knowing that the corrective change in 
them could be brought about more speedi-
ly. “e 6nishes his thought (and prepares his 
listeners for the neRt stage of development 
of the works;bondage versus grace;freedom 
argument) by sayingB ”Nfor A am perpleRed 
about you.I Fhat Paul means is that he is 
unable to understand why they have yielded 
to the works;bondage temptation after eRpe-
riencing their freedom in Christ.
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An the rest of chapter four (vs. 21 – 31)B Paul will 
vindicate the gospel of Lusti6cation by faith 
apart from zaw-works using the =ld Testa-
ment and particularly the life of …brahamB the 
father of the faith of us all (Dom. 0Y11B14O Gal. 
3Y7B2W). Marah and Asaac are now described as 
representing all those freedom-loving people 
who live by faithB as contrasted with “agar and 
Ashmael who represent those spiritually en-
slaved people who live by the zaw as it relates 
to their salvation.

An verse 21B Paul asks the Galatians inVuenced 
by the /udai:ersB ”Ndo you not listen to the 
zawJI They neither understand the strict de-
mands of the zawB nor do they understand that 
the zaw contains the germ of grace (e.g.B UR. 
25Y2O Eeut. ,Y4). 

An verse 22B Paul now speaks of the two sons 
of …brahamB AsaacB and Ashmael.  “e is us-
ing …braham because the /udai:ers took great 
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pride in the fact that they were descendants 
of …braham (cf. /ohn 8Y,3). jut Paul is also 
reminding them that …braham had two sonsB 
not oneB andB that there was a remarkable 
diSerence between them. …s Paul states itB 
”None (son) by the bondwoman and one (son) 
by the free woman.I That diSerence is not of a 
physical but of a spiritual natureB representing 
the contrast of those who live by law and those 
who live by faith.

An verse 23B Paul contrasts the birth of the two 
sons. The birth of the bondwoman was ”Nac-
cording to the VeshBI that of the free woman 
”Naccording to the promise.I (see here /ohn 
1Y13O 3Y4O Dom. 0Y1W-21O 8Y8BWO WY4-WB14O “eb. 
11Y11B12). An essence Paul is saying that one 
birth was natural (according to the Vesh)B and 
one birth was supernatural (according to the 
promise). That certainly was an obvious truth 
in the historical setting. …braham was 155B 
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and Marah was W5 at the birth of Asaac. ThusB 
Asaac’s birth was by divine power and became 
symbolic of all true believers who are (must 
be) born again of the “oly Mpirit (/ohn 3Y3B,). 
Paul will now allegori:e the historical situation 
to make a spiritual truth supporting his argu-
ment.

An verse 24B Paul is allegori:ing the historical 
situation in order to show to the Galatians 
that behind the plain meaning of the words 
there is a great spiritual truth. “e saysB ”This 
contains an allegoryO for these women are two 
covenantsNI “agarB the slave-womanB repre-
sents the Minaitic (!osaic) covenant of zaw. 
Fhile God gave this covenant in the conteRt 
of graceB the zaw was;is unable to save any-
one. …s a conse9uenceB says PaulB it ”(bears) 
children who are to be slavesNI

Trying to keep the zaw (works) as a means 
to  salvation  enslaves  us  to  the  works  as 
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a (failed)  means to  save ourselves  (/ames 
2Y15O Dom. 3Y25). qotice how Paul connects 
the  ”N(covenant)  proceeding  from !ount 
MinaiNI with “agar.  “agarB  of  courseB  was 
a slave. Mlaves produce slaves. AncidentallyB 
the verbs ”bearing children who are to be 
slavesNI are both in the present tense. Uven 
today “agar has her children. 

An verse 25B Paul now applies the allegorical 
truth to the present-day situation and specif-
ically to the /ews and /udai:ers. ”qow this 
“agar is !ount MinaiNand corresponds to the 
present /erusalemB for she is (also) in slav-
eryNI /erusalem is no longer the capital of the 
land of promise but has become that of the 
land of legalism (!att. 23Y13B1,). At still holds 
true todayB for all who trust in the works of the 
Vesh to Lustify them by keeping the zaw before 
a holy God. 
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Verses 26 – 28 are eSectively one verse. Paul 
now contrasts the works;legalism covenant 
of slavery with the …brahamic covenant of 
grace;faith which sets the believer free. An 
verse 26B Paul saysB ”jut the /erusalem above 
is  freeO  she is  our mother.I  Paul  refers  to 
the heavenly /erusalemB for its sons are born 
through grace by the power of the “oly MpiritB 
and that is why it is ”freeI and the ”motherI of 
all true believers (/ohn 8Y34O Uph.1Y3O Dev. 3Y12O 
21Y2B3).

An verse 27B Paul now 9uotes literally Asa. ,0Y1. 
ThusB we must look at the setting of Asaiah ,0. At 
followsB obviouslyB Asaiah ,3 which deals specif-
ically with the lifeB deathB and resurrection of 
/esus Christ and the Lusti6cation (v.11) of be-
lievers. [DememberB the chapters and verses 
of the jible are purely man-made. The jible 
was divided into chapters by Mtephen zang-
ton about …E 1228. The =ld Testament was 
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divided into verses by D. qathan in …E 1008. 
and the qew Testament by Dobert Mtephanus 
in …E 1,,1. The entire jible divided into chap-
ters and verses 6rst appeared in the Gene-
va jible in …E 1,45. … second edition of the 
Geneva jible came out in …E 14,2. The Gene-
va jible was the jible used by MhakespeareB 
/ohn junyanB =liver CromwellB and especial-
ly by the Puritans. At was the jible brought 
over on the !ayVower in 1425]. An Asa. ,0Y1B 
Asaiah is proclaiming the results of the Mer-
vant’s work (Asa. ,3) and clearly pointing to-
ward the qew Testament Church. xurther on 
in Asaiah ,0 it deals with the millennium and 
eternity. ThusB in verse 27 the  ”barren wo
manN.not in laborI would speak of the qew 
Testament church because her  ”childrenI are 
not born by zaw;works but by the “oly Mpirit 
through the word of faith. !oreover (v. 27b)B 
the time would come when the Gentile Chris-
tian church (of which the Galatians are part) 
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would far outnumber both the unbelieving 
/ews and the believingB legalistic /ewish Chris-
tians. jy the wayB both verbs of the second line 
of verse 27B namelyB ”break forth and shoutI 
are aimed at  us Christians and are in the 
Greek imperativeB used for commands. Eo A 
hear a few ”halleluLahsJI

PaulB in verse 28B now personali:es these fore-
going thoughts and applies them to the Gala-
tians. “e aSectionately calls them ”brethrenI 
(also  ”brothersI)  and   ”children  of  (the) 
promise.I  !oreoverB Paul compares the Gala-
tian believers to Asaac as a fellow child of 
promiseB  not works.  ThusB  as AshmaelB  the 
child of the Vesh (works)B mocked AsaacB the 
child of promise (Gen. 21Y8BW)B so the /ews 
mocked the Christians. 

An verse 29B Paul develops the relationship (as 
fellow believers) of Asaac and the Galatians 
even furtherB makingB to many ChristiansB an 
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eye-opening statement. A am going to bold the 
key wordsB using the literal Greek (hosper M 
Lust asO  houtos M in the same way) and sup-
ply the proper names where the Greek uses 
the pronoun ”heI and ”him.I Nerse 2W then 
readsB ”jut just as at that time (Ashmael) who 
was born according to the Vesh persecuted 
(Asaac) who was born according to the SpiritB 
in the same way it is now also.I /ust as Asaac 
was born againB so now we true believers are 
born again (see qum. 27Y18B1WO /ohn 1Y13). The 
diSerence is that in the =ld Testament the 
indwelling “oly Mpirit came upon the chosen 
individualsB whereasB to 9uote Peter on the 
day of Pentecost as found in …cts 2Y17 (which 
9uotes /oel 2Y28)B ”…nd it shall be in the last 
daysB God saysB that A will pour forth of !y 
Mpirit upon all VeshNIB that is upon ”every 
tribe and tongue and people and nationI (Dev. 
,YWO 7YW) or ”the worldI (/ohn 3Y14). The other 
related truthB the ”Lust asNin the same wayI 
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teaches us that we will be persecuted today 
by unbelievers Lust as Asaac and the Galatians 
Christians were. …s a matter of factB to be per-
secuted is the lot of the true Christian who 
”walks the talkI (!att. ,Y15-12O /ohn 1,Y25O 
14Y33O 2 Tim. 3Y12O Dev. 12Y13).

An verse 30B we see demonstrated in the con-
clusion drawn the kindness and the severi-
ty of God (Dom.11Y22). Forks and faith can-
not co-eRistB and Paul bases his conclusion 
on Mcripture. “e writes (again providing the 
proper nouns)B ”Cast out “agar and Ashmael 
(representing the bondage brought about by 
works;zaw attempted salvation) for Ashmael 
shall  not be an heir  with Asaac the son of 
MarahI (representing the children of promiseB 
whose salvation is  by faith alone).  qoticeB 
it is an either;or situation: law;works e9uals 
deathO faith (in Christ) e9uals life. qo other 
choices. That is whyB of courseB Christianity is 
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the despised religion of the world. …ll the oth-
er religions are works basedB glorifying man. 
jy the wayB ”cast outI above in the Greek is in 
the form of a command.

An verse 31B Paul now draws his practical con-
clusionB applying it to the Galatians. …gainB he 
calls them ”brethrenI (or ”brothersI)B an af-
fectionate term. “e writesB ”Nwe are not chil-
dren of a bondwoman but of the freewoman.I 
qotice he uses the article ”theI with the free-
womanB demonstrating the speci6city of the 
association – MarahB the wife of …brahamB the 
father of the faith of us all (Dom. 0Y11B14O Gal. 
3Y7B2W) and no one else.
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CHAPTER FIVE

Here is a summary of chapter v:e1  

1. Christ set us free from the Law’s yoke 
of slavery (v.1).

2. To receive circumcision is to seek justi-
bcation ,y the LawS whereas pgirit en-
den–ere– faith is the dosgel ,asis of 
ridhteousness (vs. 2 3 12).

O. 5ur call to free–om in Christ is fulblle– 
,y lovind our neidh,or as ourselves 
(vs. 1O 3 14).

W. 6alkS liveS an– ,e le– ,y the pgirit an– 
you will not ,ear the –ee–s of the Gesh 
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,ut will evi–ence the fruit of the pgirit 
(vs. 1: 3 2:). 

Thoudht-wiseS verse 1 ,elonds with Aal. WIO1. 
& new garadragh actually ,edins with verse 2. 
Pn chagters 4 M : of AalatiansS the truths vid-
orously –efen–e– ,y “aul ug to this goint are 
now agglie– to our lives. ”oreoverS the tone 
of his gresentation chandesS from an apologia 
(ver,al –efense) of the true faith (1 “et. OI14) 
to a hortatory aggroach of strondly urdind the 
Aalatians (an– us) to take certain courses of 
action in livind out the faith. 

Pn :erse  2S  the  carryover  from Aal.  WIO1  is 
seen in the wor– VfreeF an– its –erivatives. 
…erse O1 en–e– ,y sayind we are chil–ren of 
the freewoman. …erse 1 gicks ridht ug on the 
same note. The Areek literally saysS V(Bor) the 
free–om us Christ free–?F The ver, trans-
late– Vfree–F is in the gast tense. The free-
–om Christ gurchase– for us is once an– for 



CHAPTER FIVE 145

all. Pt is bnishe–. xutS what –oes “aul mean 
when he sgeaks of free–omE Pn conte;t he 
means free–om from the ,on–ade of the Law. 
Pn a larder senseS howeverS free–om means 
brst of all –eliverance. ThusS there is –eliv-
erance from the gower an– duilt of sin an– 
the wrath of Ao– (Hgh. 2IO-:)0 –eliverance 
from an accusind conscience (8e,. 17I22)0 
an– –eliverance from the tyranny of patan 
(8e,. 2I1WS14). pecon–lyS free–om also means 
the state of our Christian walk an– life in the 
pgirit (Aal. 4I1OS1:S1qS 24). &s “aul says else-
whereS V?where the pgirit of the Lor– isS there 
is li,ertyF (2 Cor. OI1N,).

xecause of the free–om from the ,on–ade of 
the Law that Christ has gurchase– for themS 
“aul in verse 1 tells the Aalatians (usind two 
ver,s in the form of a comman– in the Areek) 
Vstan– brm an– –o not ,e su,ject adain to a 
yoke of slaveryF (that isS the reJuirements of 
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the Law as it relates to salvation). !otice the 
wor– VadainF as “aul remin–s the Aalatians 
that they have escage– from the slavery of the 
i–ols of heathenism an– shoul– ,eware a,out 
returnind to the slavery (this time) of ledalism 
(cf. ”att. 11I2q-O7).Pn :erse 3S “aul ,edins with 
Vxehol–.F Pn the AreekS this wor– in its gur-
gose is eJuivalent to VtrulySF as when [esus 
sai–S VTrulyS truly P say unto you...F (e.d.S [ohn 
OIOS4). The i–ea is that somethind very imgor-
tant is a,out to ,e sai–S so it is ,est you listen 
ug] (&s a matter of factS the Areek ide z,ehol–9 
can actually ,e translate– Vlisten ug.F)  “aul 
then heidhtens even more the imgortance of 
what he is a,out to say ,y usind the gersonal 
gronoun VPF (Areek ego) when it is not nee–e– 
as the Areek ver, VsayF alrea–y contains the 
gronoun. pimilarlyS when the hidh griest aske– 
[esus if 8e were the ”essiahS [esus –i– the 
same thind. 8e answere–S VEgo eimi V which 
literally meansS VP P am.F
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xy so resgon–indS [esus was answerind em-
ghatically that 8e was the ”essiah. poS in 
verse 2 “aul says to the AalatiansS Vxehol–S P 
“aul P say to you that if you receive circumci-
sionS Christ will ,e of no ,enebt to you.F The 
thoudht is that ,y receivind circumcision as 
ger the [u–aiRersS the Aalatians were Jues-
tionind the suYciency an– eYcacy of Christ’s 
work. The little wor– VifF is imgortant here 
as it imglies that the Aalatians ha– not yet 
receive– circumcision. “aul ha– caudht the 
gro,lem early enoudh to Vnig it in the ,u–F so 
to sgeak. 

Pn :erse 4S “aul reaYrms the goint of verse 
2. !otice the wor–s VadainF an– Vevery.F “aul 
testibes VadainF just in case anyone misse– 
his grevious gointS an– he –rives home the 
goint that it –oesn’t just aggly to the church 
at larde ,ut to VeveryF man. Pf he insists on 
receivind circumcisionS he is  Vun–er o,lida-
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tionF (can also ,e translate– Va –e,torSF or 
Vone who is duiltyF) Vto keeg the whole LawF 
3 VwholeF is in the Areek. (pee [ames 2I17.) 

Pn :erse 5S “aul assumes for the moment that 
some in–ee– may have receive– circumcision 
an– thus informs them of what that means 
in their relationshig to Christ. Pt shoul– ,e 
mentione– at this goint that circumcision was 
very imgortant to the [ew of the 5l– Testa-
mentS roudhly eJuivalent to water ,agtism to-
–ayS ,ut even more fun–amentally so. ptog 
here an– rea– Aen. 1NID-1W an– H;. WI2W-2:S 
remem,erind the imgortance of &,raham in 
Ao–’s historic glan of salvation (Aen. 12I1-O0 
1WI1N-270 1NI1-q0 22I14-1q0 /om. W0 Aal. OI:-2D0 
WI21-O10 8e,. NI1-17). ThusS it is un–erstan–-
a,le from their viewgoint why the [u–aiRers 
were gressind har– on the Aalatians to ,e cir-
cumcise– (cf. &cts 14I1S2S1DS27). 
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Continuind with verse WS “aul warns the Aala-
tians that if they insist on ,eind circumcise–S 
they are there,y  –emonstratind that they are 
seekind to ,e justibe– ,y LawS not faith. The 
realityE !o man can ,e justibe– in two ways 
at once. Pt’s either ,y Law (,ut see Aal. 2I1:) or 
,y faith. The ver,s translate–  Vsevere– from 
ChristF  an–  Vfallen from draceF are inter-
estind in the Ge;i,ility of their translation. Pn 
verse WS “aul surroun–s the Aalatians’ choos-
ind to ,e justibe– ,y Law with two results of 
that choice. xrindind those two results todeth-
er an– usind accegta,le alternate translations 
of the aforementione– ver,sS verse W woul– 
rea– this way1 VMou have ,ecome estrande– 
from ChristS (an–) you have –rifte– oN course 
from draceS you who woul– ,e justibe– ,y 
Law.F The warninds are sharg an– clear as are 
the results. Baith. Law. Choose your –estiny.
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Pn :erse 6S “aul now guts forth his contrast. 
To ,e emghatic “aul adain uses the gronoun 
VweF when it is not nee–e–S that isS it is al-
rea–y incorgorate– in the ver, Vare waitindF 
which is in the brst-gerson glural in the Areek. 
”oreoverS gosition in a sentence in the Areek 
is imgortantS an– “aulS e;clu–ind the conjunc-
tion VforSF glaces VweF at the ,edinnind of the 
sentence. ThusS VBor we?we are waitindF (Ps 
“aul encouradindly inclu–ind the Aalatians in 
his VweFE). &n– ,y what means are the true 
,elievers VwaitindFE LiterallyS V?in the pgirit 
out from faith.F !otice the close association 
of the 8oly pgirit an– faith. TrueS savind faithS 
of courseS is a dift from Ao– (Hgh. 2IqSD). Oi– 
you see the clear contrast ,etween verses W M 
4E Pn verse WS it is V,y law.F Pn verse 4S it is  V,y 
faith.F  

…erse 4 continues that the true ,eliever is wait-
ind Vfor the hoge of ridhteousness.F xi,lical 
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VhogeF (elgis) is an intedral gart of the mean-
ind of faith (8e,. 11I1). ”oreoverS ,i,lical hoge 
conveys a conb–ent e;gectation of doo–. Let 
us remem,er that throudh Christ’s –eath an– 
resurrection we have alrea–y ,een justibe–S 
the ridhteousness of Christ havind ,een im-
gute– to us (/om. WI4S240 1 Cor. 1IO70 2 Cor. 
4I21). ThusS when “aul sgeaks of our Vwaitind 
for the hoge of ridhteousnessF he is sgeak-
ind eschatolodicallyS when we will ,e dloribe– 
at Christ’s secon– comindS receivind our newS 
immortal ,o–ies (”att. 1OIWO0 /om. qI1qS1D0 2 
Cor. OI1q0 WI1N).

Pn :erse 7S “aul ,edins ,y e;gressind in an-
other way the ,orn adain or redenerate– state 
when he saysS VBor in Christ [esus?F an– then 
does on to say that ,eind circumcise– or not 
is irrelevant as redar–ind one’s status ,efore 
Ao– (comgare in grincigle /om. 1WI1N0 1 Cor. 
qIq). 6hat is imgortant to the ChristianS says 
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“aulS is Vfaith workind throudh (orS V,y means 
ofF) loveF (agapeS Ao–’s love). 6e midht say 
that action (faith) ,edets reaction (love).

Pn :erse 8S “aul a––resses the Aalatians –i-
rectly1 VMou were runnind well?F 8ere is an 
interestind asi–e. The ver, VrunnindF is in 
the uncommonly use– imgerfect tense. The 
imgerfect –enotes continue– action in gast 
timeS so it is o,viousS thenS when “aul says 
they were runnind wellS  that the Aalatians 
ha– a history of –emonstratind the reality of 
their faith. ThusS this is a true comgliment ,y 
“aul. 8e does on to sayS V?who hin–ere– you 
from o,eyind the truthEF xoth “aul an– the 
Aalatians knew that it was the [u–aiRersS ,ut 
“aul was not doind to even dive them oYcial 
recodnition ,y mentionind themS in a––ition 
to which it was not the i–entity of the [u–aiRers 
that was imgortant ,ut rather their charac-
ter. BinallyS the Areek –oes not use the article 
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VtheF in front of truth0 it simgly says Vtruth.F 
The reason is that truth here em,o–ies ,oth 
–octrine (e.d.S the dosgel ger se) an– life (life 
in the pgiritS their –aily walk).

Pn :erse 9S “aul writesS VThis gersuasion (to 
,e circumcise–)  –i– not come from 8im who 
calls you.F The arduments of the [u–aiRers 
to ,e circumcise– were merely human ardu-
mentsS an– they were in oggosition to the ef-
fectual callind of Ao– which reJuires a re-
sgonse solely of faith. Ao–’s callind is in reality 
a summons ,y 8im to life in ChristS an– it is al-
ways eNective. Callind is the brst VinteractionF 
of Ao– with man in the or–er of salvation (cf. 
[ohn 17I1WS2N-O7).

Pn :erse 0S “aul writesS V& little leaven leavens 
the whole lumg of –oudh.F Leaven in pcrig-
ture always stan–s for evil or that which is 
not doo–. ThusS in conte;t “aul is sayind that 
a little ledalism mi;e– with the dosgel gol-
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lutes its gurity. H;gresse– another wayS to a–– 
works (circumcision) to justibcation ,y faith 
–estroys the whole. Pt always haggens that 
when works are a––e– to drace ,y faith aloneS 
that works soon ,edin to –ominate (consi–er 
/oman Catholicism).

Pn :erse 2wS “aul writesS VP have conb–ence in 
you?F The ver, is in the gerfect tenseS so that 
“aul’s conb–ence was a gast conb–ence that 
e;ten–s into the gresent. 8e has not diven ug 
on the Aalatians. xutS his conb–ence is ,ase– 
V?in the Lor–?F 8is conb–ence is not ,ase– 
on the Gesh of the Aalatians ,ut in the pgirit 
of Ao– who in–wells them (cf. “hil. 1I:). &n–S 
such is “aul’s conb–ence in the Aalatians that 
they Vwill a–ogt no other view?SF the ver, ,e-
ind in the future tenseS that (com,inind the 
gerfect an– the future tense ver,s) “aul’s con-
b–ence in the Aalatians e;ten–s from the gast 
on into the futureS ,ecause his conb–ence is 
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really glace– in the Lor– who save– them. “aul 
bnishes ug writindS V?,ut the one who is –is-
tur,ind you shall ,ear his ju–dmentS whoever 
he is.F The ver,s V–istur,indF an– V,earF are 
,oth in the sindularS bttind in with “aul’s last 
clause of Vwhoever he is.F 6ithout i–entifyind 
him 3 an– thus divind him notoriety 3 “aul 
aggears to ,e gointind to a rindlea–er amond 
the [u–aiRers. /edar–lessS he who ,rinds false 
teachinds to Ao–’s geogle Vwill incur a dreater 
con–emnationF ([ames OI1). PnterestindlyS the 
Areek wor– translate– Vwill ,earF is the very 
wor– use– in Luke 1WI2N referencind true –is-
cigles ,earind their crosses.

Pn :erse 22S we yet once adain have the em-
ghatic  VPFS not ,eind nee–e– as it is inclu–-
e– in the ver, VP greach.F VxrothersSF “aul 
adain reaches to their heart strindsS as he 
writesS Vxut P ,rothersS if P greach (actuallyS 
Vgroclaim alou–F) circumcisionS why am P still 
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gersecute–EF The Areek con–itional garticle 
ei translate– VifF in conte;t clearly imglies 
that “aul was not greachind circumcision. poS 
this is a gurely hygothetical Vwhat if.F The 
fact that “aul is still gersecute– ,y the [ews 
an– [u–aiRers is the gerfect evi–ence that he 
is not greachind circumcision. (/emem,erS in 
his gre-Christian –aysS “aul was a “harisee of 
“harisees 3 “hil. OI4). Pf he were still greach-
ind circumcisionS “aul bnishes ugS VThen the 
stum,lind ,lock of the cross has ,een a,ol-
ishe–F (cf. 1 Cor. 1I1qS22S2O0 2I1W). The wor–s 
translate– Vstum,lind ,lockF are one wor– in 
the AreekS namelyS skandalon from which we 
det the Hndlish Vscan–al.F  Pt was a Vscan–alF 
to the [ews an– [u–aiRers that the ”essiah 
shoul– –ieS let alone –ie an idno,le –eath of 
crucib;ion. The [u–aiRers coul– learn to live 
with [esus Christ –eath an– resurrection if 
the Law were inclu–e–S esgecially the outwar– 
sidn of circumcision (works). xut the eitherPor 
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of the Christian greachind (choose this –ay 
whom you will serve) was an unaccegta,le 
Vscan–alF in their eyes. The fact is the cross 
will ever remain a stum,lind ,lock to the un-
,eliever ,ecause it for,i–s works of any kin– 
an– calls the un,eliever to hum,le himself 
an– resgon– in regentance an– faithS ,rindind 
to the V–esgise–F cross nothind ,ut his sinsS 
trustind in the bnishe– work of Christ alone 
for eternal life. The e;istence of a multitu–e of 
works-,ase– relidions shows how –iYcult that 
is for so manyS ,ut for the drace of Ao– alone. 

“aul ha– en–e– ug in verse 11 statind that 
if he still greache– circumcision (works) then 
the stum,lind ,lock of the cross 3 knowindly 
glace– there ,y Ao– 3 has ,een a,olishe–. 
“ri–e an– self-ridhteousnessS the ,ack si–es 
of one anotherS are the un–erlyind sins that 
starte– it all in the dar–en of H–en (Aen. OI4S:). 
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The crossS ,y contrastS –eman–s regentant 
humility (re–un–ancy inten–e–). 

Pn :erse 23S “aul is so concerne– a,out the 
inGuence of the [u–aiRers that he more liter-
ally saysS VP woul– that the ones trou,lind you 
woul– mutilate (or castrate) themselves.F Pn-
terestindlyS in a similar warnind foun– in “hil. 
OI2c “aul literally writesS V?,eware of the mu-
tilation.F The i–ea is that if circumcision is so 
imgortantS [u–aiRersS why not do all the way as 
the eunuchs –o an– castrate yourselves. Bor 
the ChristianS howeverS the true circumcision 
is of the heart (/om. 2I2qS2D0 see also [er. WIW). 
These seem to ,e very harsh wor–s from the 
agostle until we remem,er the wor–s of our 
Lor– to the “harisees (”att. 2OI1O-O:S esg. vs.
1OS14SOO).

Pn :erse 24S “aul contrasts the ,on–ade which 
accomganies the [u–aiRers 3 an– their works 
salvation 3 with the free–om which comes 
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in ChristS a salvation ,y drace throudh faith 
alone (cf. 4I1). “aul adain aNectionately calls 
the Aalatians V,rothers.F !oticeS they were 
V?calle– to free–om?F Pt is Ao– 8imself 6ho 
–i– an– –oes the (eNectual)  callind (/om. 
qI2q-O7a0  Hgh.  1I1NS1q)S  an– that  callind  is 
unto a  salvation that  inclu–es free–om in 
Christ.  xecause  of  the  gresence  of  man’s 
sinful nature (whether redenerate or not 3 
/om. NI1W-24)S howeverS “aul must warn themS 
V?only –o not turn your free–om into an og-
gortunity for the (sinful) Gesh?F (cf.  /om. 
:I1S2). The sa– reality is that turnind free–om 
into license is the groclivity of our sinful na-
ture. ThusS “aul now dives us the anti–ote to 
licenseS an– in so –oind the Christian –ebni-
tion of true free–omS when he writesS V?,ut 
throudh love serve one anotherF (”ark 17IW40 
“hil. 2IN). This loveS of courseS is agape loveS 
Ao–’s love (/om. 4I4). Pn our salvationS thenS 
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we have move– from ,eind a slave of sin to 
,eind a slave of Christ (“hil. 1I1).

Pn :erse 25S “aul reaches ,ack to the 5l– Tes-
tament (Lev. 1DI1q) to summariRe the meanind 
of fulbllind the VwholeF lawS when he writesS 
VBor the whole law is fulblle– in...’Mou shall 
love your neidh,or as yourself’F  (cf.  /om. 
1OIq-170 1 [ohn WIN-12). & life live– in adage 
loveS thenS is the gractical outworkind of Ao–’s 
moral law.

Pn :erse 26S “aul now warns the Aalatians what 
will haggen amond them if they –o not walk 
in love (as ger v. 1W). …erse 14 can ,e trans-
late–S Vxut if you ,ite an– consume one an-
otherS ,e (constantly) takind hee– lest you 
,e consume– ,y one another.F 5n the ,asis 
that the brst three ver,s (translate– a,ove 
V,iteSF VconsumeF an– Vtakind hee–F) are all 
in the gresent active in–icative (our Hndlish 
gresent)S the ,itind an– consumind must have 
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,een takind glace amond a sidnibcant num,er 
of the Aalatians at the time “aul wrote this 
letter. This is further aYrme– when we see 
“aul’s –iscussion in verses 1N-21.

Pn :erse 27S “aul informs the Aalatians of what 
they must –o in or–er to stog their Geshly ac-
tivities of verse 14. Vxut P am sayindS walk (gre-
sent tenseS thus ondoind) in the pgiritS an– you 
will not carry out the –esire of the Gesh.F The 
only way to frustrate the –esires of the sinful 
Gesh is to walk in the gower of the pgirit. ThusS 
Se are to –o the walkindS ,ut the –pirit nee–s 
to suggly the gower to overcome. “ut another 
wayS we are to resist the sinful –esires of the 
Gesh ,y resgon–ind to the (,i,lical) lea–inds 
of the 8oly pgiritS 6ho grovi–es the gower to 
–o so.

6hile we have reache– verse 1NS “aul ,edan 
this thoudht in verse 1: which forms one of the 
,ooken–sS verse 24 the other one1 
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…erse 1: 3 V6alk ,y the pgiritS an– you will not 
carry out the –esire of the Gesh.F (cf. [er. 1NI4-q)

…erse 24 3 Vpince we live ,y the pgiritS let us 
also walk ,y the pgirit.F

”ost translations of verse 24 rea–S  VPf we live 
,y the pgirit?FS ,ut the Areek is ei which is a 
con–itional garticleS an– when the con–ition 
is a true one (in this caseS we –o live ,y the 
pgirit)S VsinceF is a ,etter translation than Vif.F

Pn :erse  28S  after  comman–ind  us  (in  the 
Areek) to walk ,y the pgirit in verse 1:S “aul 
then tells us why1 VBor the (sinful) Gesh lusts 
adainst the pgirit an– the pgirit adainst the 
Gesh0 for these are in oggosition to one anoth-
er?F (cf. 1 “et. 2I11). VLustF is in the gresent 
tense. The Christian is in an everS ondoindS 
in-this-life war with an enemy withinS which 
is encourade– ,y an enemy without. 6ithin 
is our utterly corrugt sinful nature (VGeshF) 
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which is with us until the –ay we –ie. 6ith-
out is patan an– his multitu–e of –emonic 
minions who are an encourader to the Gesh. 
(VMou –eserve that.F  VMou were unfairly treat-
e–.F  V!o,o–y aggreciates youF). “aul e;ge-
rience– this ondoind struddle with the Gesh 
as e;gresse– in /om. NI1W-2W. PnterestindlyS in 
/om. NI2W he writesS V6ho shall (future]) set 
me free (lit.) out from this ,o–y of –eath?F 
The struddle en–s at ghysical –eathS not ,e-
fore. 8oweverS it must ,e note– that in /om. 
NI24S “aul conclu–es his –iscourse a,out the 
struddles with the Gesh ,y statind victoriouslyS 
VThanks ,e to Ao– throudh [esus Christ our 
Lor–F recodniRind that the victory has alrea–y 
,een won. 8e aYrms this in /om. qI1 withS 
VThere is therefore now no con–emnation for 
those who are in Christ [esus.F The victory 
over sin an– –eath has ,een won at the crossS 
,ut its fullS live– out reality awaits heaven.
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&n–S the more committe– we are to livind 
out a ,i,lical lifeS the har–er the struddle will 
,e. PronicallyS the un,eliever knows nothind 
of this struddle (1 Cor. 2I1W0 Hgh. WI1NS1q)S ,e-
cause it  is the gresence of the 8oly pgirit 
who gromgts resistance to Geshly –esires an– 
a –esire for do–ly livind (which arouses the 
Gesh). poS ,e of doo– cheerS –ear ChristianS 
your struddle in the sense –escri,e– herein 
is tandi,le evi–ence of your salvation (“hil. 
2I12S1O). 6hen we det to heavenS the ,attle 
will ,e over. 6e will wear the victor’s crown. 
xy the wayS the ledalists ([u–aiRers in conte;t) 
struddle an– struddle ,ut never achieve victo-
ry or even sense a certainS ultimate triumgh 
,ecause they are tryind to achieve salvation ,y 
the works of the Law.

ptatind the ondoind struddle ,etween the pgir-
it an– the Gesh an– notind that they are in og-
gosition to one anotherS “aul conclu–es verse 
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1N withS V?so that you may not –o the thinds 
that you –esire.F  xecause of the gresence of 
the 8oly pgiritS this last ghrase must mean 
that 8is gresence ena,les us not to dive in to 
the Geshly –esires of our sinful nature.

Pn :erse 29S “aul continuesS Vxut if you are 
le– (gresent tense) ,y the pgiritS you are not 
un–er the Law.F 8ere VifF is the ,etter trans-
lation of eiS ,ecause ,eind le– ,y the pgirit 
is a –aily choice Christians must make (see 
/om. qI12S1O). The ultimate result of ,eind le– 
,y the pgirit is our sanctibcation (not gosi-
tional sanctibcation 3 that takes glace at the 
moment of salvation 3 1 Cor. 1IO70 :I11S ,ut 
gersonal sanctibcation 3 1 Thess. WIO0 4I2O). 

Pn :erses  20  ,  32aS  “aul  now lists  the  ev-
i–ent –ee–s of  the Gesh (cf.  ”ark NI21S220 
/om. 1I2D 3 O10 2 Tim. OI1 3 4). There are bf-
teen –ee–s ,roken –own into four (somewhat 
ar,itrary) drougs. The brst three are se;ual 
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sinsI Vse;ual immoralityS imgurityS sensuali-
ty.F   The ne;t two are sins of false relidionI 
Vi–olatry an– sorcery.F The ne;t seven vio-
late love an– are sins of ill-willI VenmitiesS 
strifeS jealousyS out,ursts of anderS –isgutesS 
–issensionsS factionsS envyinds.F The last two 
are sins of intemgeranceI V–runkenness an– 
carousinds.F “aul en–s the list writindS V?an– 
thinds like these...SF makind it evi–ent that this 
list is merely illustrativeS not comgrehensive 
(see pcrigtures liste– at the ,edinnind of this 
garadragh). “aul then sternly forewarns them 
V?those who gractice such thinds shall not 
inherit the kind–om of Ao–.F  !o eJuivocation 
here]

Pn :erses 33V34S “aul lists the nine fruit of the 
pgirit. Pt is imgortant that we emghasiRe that 
these are not our fruitS ,ut the fruit of the 
pgirit. poS for our lives to dive evi–ence of this 
fruitS we must ,e in su,mission toS yiel–e– to 
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the 8oly pgirit. &s [esus sai–S V?agart from 
”e you can –o nothindF ([ohn 14I4c)S ,ut as 
“aul sai–S VP can –o all thinds throudh (Christ) 
who strendthens meF (“hil. WI1O).

The nine fruit of the pgirit ,reak –own into 
three  drougs  of  three.  The  brst  three  are 
sgiritual dracesI loveS joyS geace. The secon– 
three are social con–uctI gatienceS kin–nessS 
doo–ness. The last three are gersonal –is-
ciglinesI faithfulnessS dentlenessS self-control 
(cf. 2 “et. 1IW-q). &n interestind goint is that 
these nine fruit are all essentially –irecte– 
manwar–. ”oreoverS they ,elond todether as 
a unit. !otice that “aul –oes not say VfruitsSF 
even thoudh there are nine liste–S ,ut VfruitSF 
sindular. They areS collectivelyS the harvestS 
so to sgeakS of one who walks in an– ,y the 
gower of the in–wellind 8oly pgiritS an– areS 
there,yS a doo– aYrmation that the gerson is 
a Christian. P say that with some tregi–ationS 
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,ecause the new Christian cannot ,e e;gect-
e– to initially evi–ence the fruit of the pgirit 
in his life (1 Cor. OI10 1 “et. 2I2) ,ut only as he 
V?drows in the drace an– knowle–de of our 
Lor– an– pavior [esus ChristF (2 “et. OI1q0 2 
Cor. 17I4 zsee also 2 “et. 1IW-q a,ove9). “aul 
bnishes verse 2O withS  Vadainst such thinds 
there is no law.F The reason that statement is 
true is that a gerson who e;hi,its such fruit in 
his life has there,y fulblle– the law an– thus is 
not un–er the law (vs. 1WS 1q). 

Pn :erse 35S “aul writesS V!ow those who ,e-
lond to Christ [esus have crucibe– the Gesh 
with its gassions an– –esires.F This is another 
way of e;gressind Aal. 2I27S which see. ”ore-
overS /om. :I: has almost the same e;act 
thoudht. V8ave crucibe–F is in the aorist tense 
which here is the simgle gast. Pt is a –one –eal. 
The i–ea is for the Aalatians to ,e what they in 
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fact alrea–y areS to gut into gractice what they 
are in grincigle (cf. “hil. OIN-1W).

&erses 36 # 37 really ,elond todether as one 
verse. Pn :erse 36S “aul glaces the other ,ook-
en– on this thoudht which ,edan in verse 1:. 
8e writesS Vpince we live ,y the pgiritS let us 
also walk ,y the pgirit.F poS AalatiansS if Ao–’s 
pgirit lives in youS let 8im dovern all  your 
actions. 8is fruit will attest to the reality of 
your faith. “aul conclu–es in :erse 37S VLet 
us not ,ecome ,oastfulS challendind one an-
otherS envyind one anotherF (cf. v. 14). 6alkind 
,y the pgirit will gut to –eath these carnal 
–esiresS which are yet more e;amgles of –ee–s 
of the Gesh. …erse 2: also illustrates how rea–y 
to act the Gesh remainsS even in the serious 
ChristianS an– why “aul e;gresses walkind in 
the pgirit in the gresent tense. Pt is somethind 
we must –o –ay-,y-–ayS even moment-,y-mo-
ment (see v. 1N adain).
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CHAPTER SIX

Here is a summary of chapter six:  

1. Bear one another’s burdens, and thus 
fulwll the laC of ihr(st v–s. 1 5 )2.

W. mhate–er a pan soCs, th(s he C(ll also 
rea6 v–s. 8 5 32.

D. go not yroC Cearc (n do(ny yood to all 
pen, es6e9(allc ihr(st(ans v–s. 0,142. 

N. 7e(ther (s 9(r9up9(s(on ancth(ny, nor 
un9(r9up9(s(on, but a neC 9reat(on v–s. 
11 5 182.

). ion9lus(on and bened(9t(on v–s. 1I 5 
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132.

Pn verse 1, -aul noC deals C(th (nter6ersonal 
6robleps C(th(n the lo9al 9hur9h, althouyh he 
9ould be subtletc referr(ny to the felloC ihr(sJ
t(ans (nzuen9ed bc the Ruda(xers. “eyardless, 
he aya(n bey(ns h(s e”hortat(on C(th the aHe9J
t(onate, kBrothers.… Se referen9es the ihr(stJ
(an Cho (s ko–erta:en… or better k9auyht… (n 
anc tres6ass, Ch(9h 9an so eas(lc ha66en to 
so panc ihr(st(ans. kTcou v6lural2 Cho are 
s6(r(tual vthat (s Cal:(ny bc the E6(r(t 5 )!W)2, 
restore su9h a one (n a s6(r(t of yentlenessT… 
;he –erb krestore… 9an also pean kpend,… 
Ch(9h yoes Cell C(th the (dea of kyentleness,… 
and the –erb (s (n the forp of a 9oppand. 
-aul 9ont(nues, kTloo:(ny to courself vs(nyuJ
lar2, lest cou vs(nyular2 too be tep6ted.… F–en 
thouyh pult(6le s6(r(tual pen e”(st (n a lo9al 
9hur9h, Ce pust ea9h (nd(–(duallc beCare of  
tep6tat(on and e”ap(ne oursel–es. 
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Verse 2 (s ent(relc (n l(ne C(th and 9op6leJ
pents –erse 1. kBear one another’s burdens 
and thus fulwll the laC of ihr(st.… ;he –erb 
kbear… 9an also pean k9arrc… and (s (n the 
6resent tense. me are to be e–er readc to 9arJ
rc the burdens of our felloC ihr(st(ans, hel6J
(ny thep throuyh the(r d(G9ult t(pes. SoC at 
odds th(s (s C(th our (nd(–(dual(st(9 9ulturej 
But (n so do(ny, sacs -aul, Ce kTfulwll the laC 
of ihr(st,… vl(t. C(ll fulwll2  Ch(9h (s to lo–e one 
another vRohn 1D!DNL Rapes W!3L see also “op. 
)!32. Pn 9onte”t, the kburdens… are 6r(par(lc 
s6(r(tual burdens, althouyh all burdens ult(J
patelc ha–e a s6(r(tual root.

-aul 9ont(nues (n verse 3, kAor (f ancone th(n:s 
he (s sopeth(ny Chen he (s noth(ny, he deJ
9e(–es h(pself.…  ;h(s –erse onlc pa:es sense 
Chen t(ed (n C(th –erse W, that (s, the 6erson 
Cho th(n:s he (s sopeth(ny (s one Cho th(n:s 
he has no burdens, s6(r(tual or otherC(se. Eo, 
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-aul (s atta9:(ny the s6(r(t of o–er9onwden9e 
(n oneself. ;h(s 6erson reyards h(pself so far 
abo–e fra(ltc or sorroC that he ne(ther needs 
nor des(res scp6athc or hel6. Eu9h a one C(ll 
not stoo6 to bear another’s burdens. ;he reJ
al(tc (s that Chat pa:es us yenerous, hupble, 
and ep6athet(9 toCard others (s the real(xaJ
t(on of our oCn panc s(ns and Cea:nesses. 
;he 6erson as des9r(bed (n –erse D, sacs -aul, 
kde9e(–es h(pself.… kge9e(–es… (s (n the 6reJ
sent tense, so th(s 6erson l(–es (n a state of 
selfJde9e6t(on. v Sere (s an (nterest(ny as(de: 
;h(s (s the onlc use of the qree: –erb phrena-
pata , translated kde9e(–es… (n the 7eC ;estaJ
pent.2

Pn verse 4, -aul Cr(tes, kBut let ea9h one e”apJ
(ne h(s oCn Cor:T… EelfJe”ap(nat(on 5 a yood, 
honest loo: (n the p(rror 5 (s Chere Ce all 
need to bey(n before Ce Mudye another. Sa–(ny 
done that, -aul 9ont(nues, kTthen he C(ll ha–e 
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reason for boast(ny (n reyard to h(pself alone, 
and not (n reyard to another.… Pn other Cords, 
(f the 6erson has anc reason to boast (n h(s 
Cor:, (t C(ll be be9ause of the Corth(ness of h(s 
oCn Cor: stand(ny alone, not bc 9op6ar(ny 
h(s Cor: C(th sopeone else of h(s 9ho(9e vOu:e 
13!112. ;he sape bas(9 aryupent (s 6ut forth 
bc -aul (n 1 ior. N!DJ) and W ior. 14!1W,1D.

-aul 9ont(nues (n verse 5, kAor ea9h one shall 
bear h(s oCn load vor burden2.… /t a ?u(9: 
ylan9e th(s Could seep to 9ontrad(9t –erse 
W.  SoCe–er,  tCo d(Herent qree: Cords are 
used. Pn –erse W, (t (s baros, Ch(9h (s translated 
kburden… or kCe(yht.… Pn –erse ), (t (s phor-
tion, Ch(9h (s translated kburden… or kload.… Pn 
–erse W, (t deals C(th the so9(al res6ons(b(l(tc 
C(th(n the bodc of ihr(st for a brother or s(sJ
ter C(th a hea–c burden re?u(r(ny the hel6 of 
others. Pn –erse ), (t deals C(th our (nd(–(dual 
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selfJres6ons(b(l(tc before the Oord to bear the 
burden of our s(ns and Cea:nesses.

m(th verse 6, -aul bey(ns a neC thouyht. kOet 
the one Cho (s tauyht the Cord share all yood 
th(nys C(th h(p Cho tea9hes… v9f. Yatt. 14!14L 
1 ior. 0!1NL 1 ;(p. )!132. F–en dur(ny h(s wrst 
p(ss(onarc Mournec, -aul establ(shed elders (n 
ea9h of the lo9al 9hur9hes he founded v/9ts 
1N!WD2. Pn h(s wrst 6astoral e6(stle, -aul d(sJ
t(nyu(shed apony the elders those Cho are 
tea9h(ny elders vChat todac Ce Could 9all 6asJ
tors2 as the s6(r(tual leaders of the 9hur9h v1 
;(p. )!1I2.

;he qree: of –erse 8 (s (nterest(ny. Pt uses 
the 6art(9(6le forp of the sape –erb vkateixeo, 
pean(ny to tea9h2 to a9t as a noun. O(terallc 
(t reads, k/nd let h(p share, the one be(ny 
tauyht the Cord C(th the one tea9h(ny (n all 
yood th(nys.…  
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Pn verse 7,  -aul  states one of  the yreatest 
truths of l(fe and l(–(ny :noCn to pan:(nd, 
Chether 9opp(tted ihr(st(an or ran: atheJ
(st. kgo not be de9e(–ed,… -aul Carns, and 
hoC often 5 da(lc 5 pan (s de9e(–ed, kqod (s 
not po9:ed.… ‘bed(en9e or d(sobed(en9e to 
the 9oppandpents of qod C(ll ha–e 9onseJ
?uen9es. iount on (tj 

iop6let(ny –erse I, -aul Cr(tes, kTChate–er a 
pan soCs, th(s he C(ll also rea6.… ;h(s (s 6robJ
ablc one of the post (p6ortant and fundaJ
pental truths of l(fe. ;here (s s(p6lc no yett(ny 
around (t. O(sten to a feC other –erses that 6ut 
forth the sape, bas(9 truth, not y(–en (n anc 
6art(9ular order vsee also -s. I!18L Sos. 3!IL 
‘bad(ah 1!1)2:

W ior. 0!8 5 kSe Cho soCs s6ar(nylc shall also 
rea6 s6ar(nylcL and he Cho soCs bount(fullc 
shall also rea6 bount(fullc.…
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iol. D!W) 5 kSe Cho does Crony C(ll re9e(–e 
the 9onse?uen9es of the Crony Ch(9h he has 
done, and that C(thout 6art(al(tc.…

“e–. 13!I 5 k;o the deyree that vBabclon2 ylor(J
wed herself and l(–ed sensuouslc, to the same 
deyree y(–e her torpent and pourn(ny.… vepJ
6has(s added2.

Pn verse 8, -aul noC a66l(es that 6r(n9(6le to 
the lo9al s(tuat(on. v/n e”9ellent 9rossJreferJ
en9e to –erse 3 (s “op. 3!1W,1D2. Se Cr(tes, kAor 
the one Cho soCs to h(s oCn zesh shall frop 
the zesh rea6 9orru6t(onT… mh(le kzesh… 9an 
referen9e the bodc, (n -aul (t alpost ne–er 
does. ;he qree: for zesh (s sarx, Ch(le the 
qree: for bodc (s soma. Pn -aul, the zesh re6J
resents our s(nful nature that ab(des C(thJ
(n the bodc. ;herefore, a 6erson Cho  ksoCs 
to h(s oCn zesh… (s alloC(ny h(s s(nful naJ
ture to ha–e (ts oCn Cac (n h(s l(fe. ;hereJ
fore, based on the soC(nyZrea6(ny 6r(n9(6le, 
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he rea6s frop the zesh k9orru6t(on.… ;he 
qree: (s fthora  and 9an also be translated 
kde9ac… or kru(n,… e–en kde6ra–(tc.… ;hus, the 
Cord (s pore fo9used on poral 9orru6t(on. 
SoCe–er, the truth (s that 6hcs(9al death and 
de9ac are but the 9onse?uen9es and outCard 
results of the s6(r(tual and poral death and 
de9ac that are e–er 6resent. ;hat (s Chc (t (s 
ka66o(nted for pen to d(e on9e… vSeb. 0!WI2 
be9ause (t (s onlc throuyh death that Ce wnallc 
r(d oursel–es of our s(nful nature, the zesh. 
;hat (s Chc -aul ends h(s lapent of h(s struyJ
yle C(th h(s s(nful nature (n “opans I!WN,W) 
as d(s9ussed 6re–(ouslc. Eo, Ce C(ll struyyle 
C(th our zeshlc nature unt(l Ce d(e, or ihr(st 
9opes aya(n, Ch(9he–er (s wrst. vAor the ult(J
pate result of k9orru6t(on… as (t 6erta(ns to 
unbel(e–ers see W ;hess. 1!3,0.2  

-aul 9ont(nues (n –erse 3, kTbut the one Cho 
soCs to the E6(r(t shall frop the E6(r(t rea6 



COMMENTARY ON GALATIANS180

eternal l(fe.… Sere (s the other s(de of the 9o(n 
or the ant(Jtc6e of soC(ny to the zesh. ;he 
Solc E6(r(t (s not onlc the Eour9e of our resurJ
re9t(on l(fe but also the -erson throuyh Chop 
and bc Chop (t (s l(–ed here and noC. ;hus, 
Ce are fa9ed da(lc vboth ksoC(ny… –erbs are (n 
the 6resent tense, 9on–ec(ny a da(lc 9ho(9e2 
C(th tCo 9ho(9es: soC to the zesh and rea6 
9orru6t(onL soC to the E6(r(t and rea6 eternal 
l(fe. Pt (s (p6ortant to note that both rea6(nys 
are eternal (n the(r 9onse?uen9es vgan. 1W!WL 
Yatt. W)!N82.

-aul (p6l(9(tlc assupes the qalat(ans are soCJ
(ny after the E6(r(t (n verse 9, (n that (n the 
qree: the wrst 6art of –erse 0 v?uoted (pJ
ped(atelc beloC2 (s a9tuallc 6art of –erse 3. 
-aul Cr(tes, k/nd let us not lose heart (n do(ny 
yoodT… mh(le Ce are sa–ed vsolelc2 bc yra9e 
throuyh fa(th, Ce are sa–ed for the 6ur6ose of 
yood Cor:s vF6h. W!3J142. 7ot(9e -aul bey(ns 
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C(th kand… vkai (n the qree:2, shoC(ny a t(eJ(n 
C(th –erse 3. Se then en9ourayes the qalaJ
t(ans not to klose heart.…  ;he real(tc (s that (t 
(s easc for ihr(st(ans to be9ope d(s9ourayed 
(n the(r Cor: for the Oord Chen thec don’t see 
v(pped(ateU2 results. SoC Could the tc6(9al 
/per(9an ihr(st(an res6ond todac (f he e”6eJ
r(en9ed Chat the p(ss(onarc to ih(na, napelc, 
Sudson ;aclor d(d. /fter de9ades, he had one 
k9onwrped… 9on–ert, onlc to see h(p ba9:J
sl(de. But, ;aclor real(xed he Cas a 6lanter v1 
ior. D!8a2, and so todac Ce see a zour(sh(ny 
9hur9h (n ih(na. ;herefore, the qalat(ans are 
en9ourayed not to lose heart be9ause qod C(ll 
repepber the(r yood deeds and reCard thep, 
(f not noC, then (n hea–en v1 ior. 1)!)3L Seb. 
8!142. 

Verse 10  9ont(nues the thouyht of –erse 0 
on do(ny yood Cor:s. -aul Cr(tes, kEo then, 
Ch(le Ce ha–e o66ortun(tc let us do yood to 



COMMENTARY ON GALATIANS182

all penT… ;he Cord translated ko66ortun(tc… 
(s kairos (n the qree: Ch(9h l(terallc peans 
kt(pe,… but t(pe –(eCed as an o99as(on rather 
than an e”tent of t(pe. qod (s the one Cho 
6resents us C(th the o99as(ons to do yood, 
and Se e”6e9ts us to do so. me reMe9t su9h 
o66ortun(t(es to do yood at our 6er(l, be9ause 
thec C(ll  not alCacs be there for us v“op. 
1N!1WL 1 ior. D!14J1)L W ior. )!14L F6h. W!14L 
Seb. 14!D4b,D1L Rapes W!1IL 1 -et. N!1I,132. 7oJ
t(9e that -aul sacs that Ce should kdo yood… 
v6resent tense2 to all pen. me 9annot d(s9r(pJ
(nate apony those Cho Ce C(ll hel6. [et, -aul 
9op6letes –erse 14 Cr(t(ny,  kTand es6e9(allc 
to those Cho are of the household of the fa(th… 
vep6has(s added2. ;he Cord kes6e9(allc… (s 
malista (n the qree: and 9an also be translatJ
ed kabo–e all… or kpost of all… shoC(ny that 
our wrst 9on9ern, (n order of (p6ortan9e, (s to 
peet the needs of the pepbers of the bodc 
of ihr(st. Pnterest(nylc, Resus, (n the Mudypent 
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s9ene of Yatt. W)!D1JN8, pa:es S(s de9(s(on as 
to the etern(tc of the 6erson 5 hea–en or hell 5 
C(th th(s statepent: kTto the e”tent that cou 
d(d (t to one of these brothers of Y(ne, e–en 
the least of thep, cou d(d (t to Ye… v–. N4b, 
ep6has(s added2. Pn the sape yos6el, Resus 
had earl(er sa(d, kT’mho (s Yc pother and 
Cho are Yc brothersU’  /nd stret9h(ny out S(s 
hand toCard S(s d(s9(6les, Se sa(d, ]Behold, 
Yc pother and Yc brothers’… vYatt. 1W!N3b,N0  
ep6has(s added2. Eee also 1 ;(p. D!1)L )!3.  
A(nallc (n –erse 14, -aul 9alls us bel(e–ers kthe 
household of the fa(th.… ;he art(9le kthe…  (s (n 
the qree: and bc (t -aul (s sac(ny that there (s 
onlc one, true fa(th, the yos6el of Resus ihr(st 
vqal. 1!8J02.

Verse 11 bey(ns a neC 6arayra6h and C(th (t 
a neC thouyht. -aul (s draC(ny to a 9lose, 
but before he does so he C(ll pa:e one pore 
Carn(ny  reyard(ny  the  Ruda(xers  and the(r 
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9all for the 9(r9up9(s(on of the qalat(ans. Se 
Cr(tes, kEee C(th Chat larye letters P ap Cr(tJ
(ny to cou C(th pc oCn hand.…  m(th hup(lJ
(tc, the yreat a6ostle s6ea:s frop the heart. 
mhen (t 9ape to outCard a66earan9es, -aul 
had noth(ny to oHer. ;rad(t(on has (t that he 
Cas short, sto9:c, and bald. Arop Chat he 
sacs about h(pself (n ior(nth(ans, he Cas not 
a yreat orator. Pt (s th(s Cr(ter’s o6(n(on that 
-aul’s thorn (n the zesh Cas an ece 6roblep, 
and h(s 9oppent here vksee C(th Chat larye 
letters P ap Cr(t(ny to cou…2 Could seep to 
su66ort that 9on9lus(on. But -aul, kan a6osJ
tle throuyh Resus ihr(st and qod the Aather… 
vqal. 1!12 s6ea:s C(th the author(tc of qod’s 
E6(r(t vNe9h. N!82, and (n order that the qalaJ
t(ans C(ll :noC that he Crote th(s letter kTC(th 
pc oCn hand.… Pt Cas not un9oppon for the 
a6ostles, (n Cr(t(ny the(r letters, to use an 
apanuens(s, the e?u(–alent of Chat todac Ce 
Could 9all a 6r(–ate se9retarc.
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Pn verse 12,  -aul bey(ns h(s supparc 9r(t(J
9(sp of the Ruda(xers. Se Cr(tes, k;hose Cho 
des(re to pa:e a yood shoC(ny (n the zesh 
trc and 9op6el cou to be 9(r9up9(sedT… Eo, 
outCard a66earan9es (s Chat 9ounted to the 
ReCs. ;odac’s e?u(–alent Could be those Cho 
bray about hoC panc ba6t(sps thec’–e 6erJ
forped. Be(ny noth(ny but outCard, (t Cas 
k(n the zesh,… thus 6hcs(9al, not s6(r(tual. Eo 
(p6ortant Cas 9(r9up9(s(on to the Ruda(xers 
that thec tr(ed to 9op6el valso, for9e, or (ns(st 
u6on, and (n the 6resent tense2 the qalat(ans 
to be 9(r9up9(sed. ;hec ne–er ya–e u6. mhc 
Cere thec so adapantU -aul tells us (n the 
rest of the –erse, kTs(p6lc that thec pac not 
be 6erse9uted for the 9ross of ihr(st.… ;he 
ReCs Cere (p6la9ablc o66osed to the 9ross beJ
9ause (t oHered the qent(les sal–at(on C(thout 
re?u(r(ny thep to be9ope, eHe9t(–elc, ReC(sh 
6roselctes, thus 6la9(ny the qent(les on a s6(rJ
(tual le–el C(th the ReCs. ;o a–o(d th(s, the RuJ
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da(xers 9op6rop(sed the yos6el C(th a forp 
of re?u(red Cor:s.

-aul bey(ns verse 13 stat(ny, kAor those Cho 
are 9(r9up9(sed do not e–en :ee6 the OaC 
thepsel–esT… ;he zayrant hc6o9r(sc of the 
Ruda(xers 9ont(nues on d(s6lac vsee 6arallel 
statepent of Resus (n Yatt. WD!N2.  -aul adJ
dressed the sape hc6o9r(sc Chen Cr(t(ny to 
the “opans, kAor (ndeed 9(r9up9(s(on (s of 
–alue if cou 6ra9t(9e the OaCL but (f cou are 
a transyressor of the OaC vCh(9h thec Cere2, 
cour 9(r9up9(s(on has be9ope un9(r9up9(J
s(on… v“op. W!W), ep6has(s added2. -aul 9opJ
6letes –erse 1D Cr(t(ny, kTbut vthe Ruda(xers2 
des(re to ha–e  cou 9(r9up9(sed that thec pac 
boast (n cour zesh.…   ;he qree: of the tCo 
Cords underl(ned shoC th(s to be a 6ur6ose 
9lause. ;he 6ur6ose of the 6ush for 9(r9up9(J
s(on (s 6r(de and selfJele–at(on on the 6art of 
the Ruda(xers. m(th a pere 6(e9e of zesh, thec 
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Could boast of the(r qent(le 9on–erts. OnforJ
tunatelc, th(s outCard r(te 9an eHe9t no (nCard 
9hanye. ‘nlc the Solc E6(r(t 9an do that.

‘–er aya(nst the boast(ny (n the zesh of the 
Ruda(xers, -aul sets forth h(s oCn boast(ny. 
Pn verse 14 he Cr(tes, kBut pac (t ne–er be 
that P should boast, e”9e6t (n the 9ross of 
our Oord Resus ihr(stT… ;he natural vunsa–ed2 
pan Could ne–er 9hoose the 9ross as that (n 
Ch(9h to boast. /s -aul Crote to the ior(nth(J
ans, kTCe 6rea9h ihr(st 9ru9(wed, to ReCs a 
stupbl(ny blo9:, and to qent(les fool(shness… 
v1 ior. 1!WD2. Bc 9ontrast, the 9ross Cas 9enJ
tral to -aul’s theoloyc, aya(n Cr(t(ny to the 
ior(nth(ans, kAor P deterp(ned to :noC nothJ
(ny apony cou e”9e6t Resus ihr(st, and S(p 
9ru9(wed… v1 ior. W!W2. -aul ylor(es (n the 9ross 
be9ause (t e”6oses pan’s hel6less state and 
9op6lete ban:ru6t9c that pade and pa:e 
the 9ross an absolute ne9ess(tc and 6erfe9t 
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deponstrat(on of the lo–e of qod for pan:(nd. 
7ot(9e that -aul sacs that h(s boast(ny (s (n 
the 9ross of our Oord Resus ihr(st. Pn so do(ny 
he epbra9es the qalat(ans as felloC bel(e–J
ers, en9ouray(ny thep to 9l(ny to the yos6el 
Ch(9h he 6rea9hed to thep. -aul 9on9ludes 
–erse 1N sac(ny, kTthrouyh Ch(9h the Corld 
has been 9ru9(wed to pe, and P to the Corld.… 
;he kCorld… as used here Could re6resent all 
that Cas outs(de of ihr(st. /ll that the Corld 
had to oHer had lost (ts 9harp o–er -aul. ;hus, 
the Corld had be9ope eHe9t(–elc dead v9ruJ
9(wed Pthe 9ross be(ny a scpbol of deathQ2 to 
-aul. v-h(l. D!I,3 (s an e”9ellent 9rossJreferen9e 
e”6la(n(ny –.1Nb.2  -aul ends the –erse sac(ny, 
kTand P vha–e been 9ru9(wed2 to the Corld.… 
/ncone Cho (s ksold out… to Resus ihr(st as 
Oord (s –(eCed bc the unbel(e–(ny Corld C(th 
9ontep6tL he (s kdead… (n the(r eces.
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Pn verse 15, -aul draCs a 9on9lus(on deal(ny d(J
re9tlc C(th the s(tuat(on (n qalat(a. Se Cr(tes, 
kAor ne(ther (s 9(r9up9(s(on ancth(ny,  nor unJ
9(r9up9(s(on, but a neC 9reature.… Eo, ne(ther 
of the outCard states peans ancth(ny. 7e(ther 
state 9ontr(butes ancth(ny to sal–at(on. ;he 
6roblep C(th the Ruda(xers Cas that thec Cere 
st(ll kloo:(ny at th(nys as thec are outCardJ
lc… vW ior. 14!Ia2 and Cere  kre9oyn(x(ny pan 
a99ord(ny to the zesh… vW ior. )!18a2. “ather, 
9ounters -aul, Chat (s needed (s a kneC 9reaJ
ture… vsee W ior. )!1IL “op. W!W3,W0L Rohn D!D,)2. 
;he referen9e, of 9ourse, (s to the (nCard, 
reyenerat(ny vkborn aya(n…2 Cor: of the Solc 
E6(r(t.

Pn verse 16, -aul 6resents h(s suppa 9on9luJ
s(on, Cr(t(ny,  k/nd those Cho C(ll Cal: bc th(s 
rule, 6ea9e and per9c be u6on thep, e–en 
u6on the Psrael of qod.… ;he –erb translated 
kCal:… 9an also be translated kfolloC,… khold 
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to,… or e–en kl(–e.… ;he Cord krule… 9an also 
be translated k6r(n9(6le… or kstandard… and 
Could referen9e the need for an (nCard, s6(r(J
tual 9hanye brouyht about bc trust(ny (n the 
-erson and eG9a9(ous Cor: of ihr(st 9ru9(J
wed. ;he terp kPsrael of qod… Could referen9e 
all true bel(e–ers, frop the ‘ld ;estapent ReC 
Cho loo:ed forCard to the 9op(ny Yess(ah, 
to the 7eC ;estapent ReC Cho trusted ReJ
sus as the Yess(ah, to the qent(le Cho also 
trusted Resus as h(s Yess(ah Ea–(or vqen. 1)!8L 
WW!13L Psa. )DL “op. W!W3,W0L 0!8L qal. D!IJ0, 
W3,W0L N!W3,W0L -h(l. D!D2. ;o su9h true bel(e–J
ers, qod’s per9c has been shoCn, result(ny (n 
the 6ea9e of qod v“op. )!12.

Pn verse 17,  -aul e”er9(ses h(s author(tc as 
kTan a6ostle throuyh Resus ihr(st and qod 
the Aather… vqal.  1!12  and 9oppands vthe 
qree: (p6erat(–e (s used2 that the troubl(ny 
of h(p (n qalat(a 9ease. Se has 9learlc esJ
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tabl(shed the truth of h(s 6os(t(on and the 
falsehood of the Ruda(xers. Fnouyh (s enouyh. 
Se Cr(tes, kArop noC on let no one 9ause 
trouble for pe, for P  bear on pc bodc the 
brandJpar:s  of  Resus.…  mhen Resus 9alled 
EaulZ-aul, throuyh /nan(as, Se told -aul he 
Cas a  9hosen (nstrupent of  the Oord and 
Carned h(p kThoC pu9h he pust suHer for 
Yc nape’s sa:e… v/9ts 0!182. Pndeed, -aul 
suHered  pu9h  and  often  vsee  es6.  W  ior. 
11!WDJW02. ;he s9ars of these Counds, (ron(9allc 
enouyh, Cere outCard, not unl(:e 9(r9up9(J
s(on. SoCe–er, unl(:e 9(r9up9(s(on, Ch(9h (s 
6erforped bc pan, -aul’s s9ars Cere the fru(t 
of an (nCard Cor: and 9hanye bc the E6(r(t of 
qod, result(ny (n a l(fe (n (p(tat(on of Resus 
v1 ior. 11!12, and the 9onse?uent(al s9ars of 
6erse9ut(on viol. 1!WN2.

Pn verse 18, -aul y(–es us a shortened forp 
of h(s 9opponlc used bened(9t(on, Cr(t(ny, 
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k;he yra9e of our Oord Resus ihr(st be C(th 
cour s6(r(t, brethren. /pen.… 7e–ertheless, all 
the ne9essarc elepents are there. kqra9e… (s 
a free y(ft of qod, not as the result of Cor:s. 
k‘ur… both 6ersonal(xes and (nd(–(dual(xes 
sal–at(on and s(pultaneouslc 6o(nts to the 
9olle9t(–e bodc of ihr(st, the ihur9h. kOord… 
de(wes ihr(st. kResus… deponstrates S(s full 
hupan(tc and peans sal–at(on. kihr(st… (s 
the 7eC ;estapent Cord for Yess(ah, and 
both translate as qod’s /no(nted ‘ne. kE6(rJ
(t… shoCs that th(s (s an (nCard, s6(r(tual Cor: 
bc qod. /nd wnallc, -aul’s use of kbrethren… 
deponstrates h(s –(eC of the qalat(ans and 
(s an aHe9t(onate terp. ;o th(s -aul adds, 
k/pen,… pean(ny kso be (t,… to Ch(9h Ce 9an 
perelc e9ho, k/pen.… 
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