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Publisher's Preface

George Müller’s life is inspirational and has lessons for all Chris-

tians. Beginning in the 1830s, Müller started Christian schools, 

orphanages, and a church in Bristol, England. Through these 

organizations he helped educate over 120,000 adults and chil-

dren and cared for about 10,000 orphans. Although his ministry 

was supported by freely given contributions, he never request-

ed money, went into debt, or disclosed his financial situation 

(which was always tight). He relied solely on the Holy Spirit 

leading Christians to contribute.

As he himself said, George Müller was a regular man without 

exceptional abilities. Although he lacked worldly strength, he 

depended upon God and His Word. In return, God used Müller 

to accomplish feats of which Müller never would have dreamed. 

Müller hoped that his story would motivate others to follow God 

whole heartedly. Müller shows that God is not the limiting factor 

in our spiritual lives, we are.

George Müller was not perfect, but his life shows that our mis-

takes will not stop God:

  Chapter 10: The Ministry Expands, 16 October 1837
Müller and Brother Craik,  a fellow pastor,  led two 

churches. Both men understood the benefits of pastoral 

home visits but decided it was too much work to be 
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ome visits but decided it was too much work to be feasi-

ble. It is true that those home visitations were too much 

work for two men, but not for a team of elders. 

My church has home visitations, but the work is shared 

among all the elders. Did Müller’s church have a board of 

elders? I don’t know, but it should have. Müller and Craik 

could have had the elders handle home visitations rather 

than abandoning the practice. God’s kingdom still grew, 

but it could have grown with more speed and strength.

  Chapter 12: Trusting God for Every Need, 22 September 

– 2 October 1838
A rent payment was missed in spite of Müller’s fervent 

prayers. From this he learned that God intended him to 

put away rent money each day instead of waiting for a 

last minute lump sum. Müller had earlier felt the Lord’s 

calling in that direction but had not taken action.

Belief is sometimes derided as “blind faith,” as turning off the 

mind. Müller’s life shows that this characterization could not be 

further from the truth. Müller grew and learned through his trust 

in God. Although he relied entirely on God during his whole 

ministry, Müller in 1832 would not have been capable of running 

the 1858 organization. What changed? Müller had a deeper 

relationship with God, increased skill, and more experience. As 

his ministry grew, Müller managed more while money stayed 

just as tight.  

George Müller’s growth never stopped from the day that he en-

tered God’s kingdom until the day he graduated to the heavenly 

realm. I pray that Müller’s story inspires you to advance God’s 

kingdom more courageously in your mission field.  
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In this edition an author biography has been added, typograph-

ical errors have been corrected, and the year has been added to 

diary entries.

Benjamin Leonard
November 2024





About the author

George Müller (born Johann Georg Ferdinand Müller, 27 Sep-

tember 1805 – 10 March 1898) was a Christian evangelist and the 

director of the Ashley Down orphanage in Bristol, England. He 

was one of the founders of the Plymouth Brethren movement. 

Later during the split, his group was called the Open Brethren.

He cared for 10,024 orphans during his lifetime, and provided 

educational opportunities for the orphans to the point that 

he was even accused by some of raising the poor above their 

natural station in British life. He established 117 schools which 

offered Christian education to more than 120,000.

Orphanages

The work of Müller and his life with orphans began in 1836, with 

the preparation of their own rented home at 6 Wilson Street, 

Bristol for the accommodation of thirty girls. Soon aIer, three 

more houses in Wilson Street were furnished, not only for girls 

but also for boys and younger children, eventually increasing the 

capacity for children who could be cared for to 130.

Nn 1845, as growth continued, the neighbours complained about 

the noise and disruption to the public utilities, so Müller de-

cided that a separate building designed to house three hundred 
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children was necessary, and in 1849, at Ashley Down, Bristol, the 

new home opened. The architect commissioned to draw up the 

plans asked if he might do so gratuitously. By 26 May 1870, 1,722 

children were being accommodated in 5 homes, although there 

was room for 2,050 (qo 1 House – 300, qo 2 House – 400, qos 

3, 4 and 5 – 458 each). By the following year, there were 280 

orphans in qo 1 House, 356 in qo 2, 450 in qos 3 and 4, and 

309 in qo 5 House.

Through all this, Müller never made refiuests for £nancial sup-

port, nor did he go into debt, even though the £ve homes cost 

more than x100,000 to build. Many times, he received unso-

licited food donations only hours before they were needed to 

feed the children, further strengthening his faith in God. Müller 

was in constant prayer that God touched the hearts of donors to 

make provisions for the orphans. For effiample, on one well-doc-

umented occasion, thanks was given for breakfast when all the 

children were sitting at the table even though there was nothing 

to eat in the house. As they £nished praying, the baker knocked 

on the door with su:cient fresh bread to feed everyone, and 

the milkman gave them plenty of fresh milk because his cart had 

broken down in front of the orphanage.

Müller never sought donations from speci£c individuals and 

relied on the Almighty for all of his needs. He asked those who 

did support his work to give a name and address so that he could 

prepare a receipt. The receipts were printed with a refiuest that 

the receipt be kept until the neffit annual report was issued so 

that the donor might con£rm the amount reported with what he 

had given. The wording in the image reads" zOwing to the great 

increase of my work, N have found it necessary to authoriRe two 

of my assistants (Mr. Lawford and Mr. Wright) to sign receipts for 

donations, if needful, in my stead. Donors are refiuested, kindly 
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to keep the receipts and to compare them with the zSupple-

mentz to the ;eport, which records every donation received, 

so that they may be satis£ed that their donations have been 

properly applied.-The zSupplementz is sent with the ;eport 

to every Donor who furnishes me with his or her name and 

address.-N would earnestly refiuest all Donors (even those who 

feel it right to give anonymously) to put it in my power to 

acknowledge their donations at the time they come to handU 

and should any Donor, aIer having done this, not receive a 

printed receipt within a week, they would much oblige me by 

giving me information at once. This interval must, of course, 

be effitended in the case of Donors who send from places out 

of the Knited Vingdom. George Müllerz. Every single giI was 

recorded, whether a single farthing, x3,000, or an old tea-

spoon. Accounting records were scrupulously kept and made 

available for scrutiny.

Every morning aIer breakfast there was a time of Bible reading 

and prayer, and every child was given a Bible upon leaving the 

orphanage, together with a tin trunk containing two changes 

of clothing. The children were dressed well and educated – 

Müller even employed an inspector to maintain high standards. 

Nn fact, many claimed that nearby factories and mines were un-

able to obtain enough workers because of his efforts in securing 

apprenticeships, professional training, and domestic service 

positions for the children old enough to leave the orphanage.

Evangelism

On 26 March 1875, at the age of 71 and aIer the death of his £rst 

wife in 1870 and his marriage to Susannah Grace Sanger in 1871, 

Müller and Susannah began a 17-year period of missionary trav-
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el. Between 1875 and 1892 he and his wife went on 16 missionary 

trips each stopping in between one and nine countries.

Müller always effipected to pay for their fares and accommoda-

tion from the unsolicited giIs given for his own use. However, if 

someone offered to pay his hotel bill en route, Müller recorded 

this amount in his accounts.

He traveled more than 200,000 miles. His language abilities 

allowed him to preach in English, French, and German, and his 

sermons were translated into the host languages when he was 

unable to use the three languages which he spoke. Nn 1892, he 

returned to England, where he died on 10 March 1898 in qew 

Orphan House qo 3.

He was buried at Arnos Iale Cemetery in Bristol. His funeral 

was attended by 10,000 people, including 1,500 children from 

orphanages he established.

The George Müller Charitable Trust

AIer his life, his work was continued by The George Müller 

Foundation, which was renamed The George Müller Charitable 

Trust on 1 March 2009. The Trust maintains the key princi-

ple of seeking money through prayer alone – it actively shuns 

fund-raising activities. The charity works together with local 

churches in the Bristol area to enable them to reach out and 

care for their communities, especially children, young people 

and families with physical, emotional, social or spiritual needsU 

and encourages giving to support mission, social care, relief and 

development work across the world. From 1986 to September 

2010, it also provided residential care for the elderly in Tilsley 

House, Weston-super-Mare. The Trust continued to maintain 
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a sheltered accommodation unit for the elderly in Tranfiuil 

House, neffit-door to Tilsley House, until it was closed in 2012.

A small museum maintained by the Trust at its headfiuarters in 

Cotham Park, Bristol, is open by appointment only. ;ecords of 

all children who passed through the orphanage are held and may 

be inspected by relatives for a modest fee.

This article was adapted from the Wikipedia article on George 

Müller.





Chapter One

Introduction

What is meant by the prayer of faith? What is the significance of 

the passages in the Old and New Testaments which refer to it? 

Were these promises limited to Bible times or have they been 

leu to Js as a legacy Jntil qesJs retJrns?

These -Jestions attract a great deal of attention among believ.

ersC The thoJghtfJl Shristian who reads any of the wonderfJl 

promises in kcriptJre ouen paJses to as, himself" GWhat can 

these words mean? San it be that Dod has made these promises 

to me? Io H really have permission to commit all my little 

concerns to a Dod of infinite wisdom" believing that ffe will 

ta,e charge of them and direct them according to ffis boJndless 

love and absolJte omniscience? Hs prayer really a transcendent 

power which accomplishes what no other power can" overrJling 

all other agencies and rendering them sJbservient to its own 

wonderfJl e'ectiveness? Hf this is trJe" then why shoJldnAt H 

always draw near to Dod in fJll confidence that ffe will do as 

ffe has said?G

M most remar,able instance of the e'ectiveness of prayer 

is recorded in this boo,C M yoJng Derman Shristian named 

Deorge LJller answered a call from the Eord to help the poor 
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children of Bristol in xnglandC ffe preached the gospel to a 

small company of believers from whom" at his own sJgges.

tion" he received no salaryC ffis only sJpport was the volJn.

tary o'erings of his brethrenC Hn answer to prayer" fJnds were 

received as neededC

Muer a few years" Dod called him to establish a hoJse for the 

care and edJcation of orphansC ffe was drawn to this wor," 

not only from motives of benevolence" bJt from a desire to 

convince men that Dod does answer prayerC

LrC LJller began this wor, in sJch a manner that aid coJld 

not be ejpected from anyone bJt DodC ffe did not" of coJrse" 

ejpect Dod to create gold and silver and pJt them into his 

handsC ffe ,new that Dod coJld incline the hearts of men 

to aid him" and he believed that if the wor, was of ffim" 

ffe woJld meet every needC ThJs" in childli,e simplicity" 

he loo,ed to Dod" and all that he needed was fJrnished as 

pJnctJally as if he were a millionaire drawing regJlarly on 

his ban, accoJntC

Deorge LJller was a slender man" standing sij feet tall in 

his bootsC ffis dar, brown eyes twin,led with a benevolent 

ejpression as he tal,edC ffe dressed in blac," ejcept for a 

white nec,tie fastened with a plain pin in frontC ffis Fet blac, 

hair was coarse and carefJlly combed in placeC Whether 

in the pJlpit or on the street" his entire appearance was a 

perfect model of nearness and orderC

ffe mastered sij langJages . Eatin" Dree," ffebrew" Derman" 

zrench" and xnglishC ffe read and Jnderstood IJtch and two 

or three Oriental langJagesC ffis library consisted of a ffebrew 

Bible" three Dree, Testaments" a Dree, concordance and leji.

con" with a half do!en di'erent versions of the Bible and copies 
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of the best translations in several langJagesC These constitJted 

his entire library7

When he preached" he woJld read a whole chapter or part of 

one and then proceed to draw oJt rich treasJres that made 

it worth crossing the ocean to hearC ffis method of preaching 

caJsed the members of his congregation to become mighty in 

the kcriptJresC They were better -Jalified to gJide in-Jiring 

soJls to Shrist than many yoJng ministers who had spent three 

years in a theological seminaryC

Lost men woJld consider sJch an ejtensive ministry as his 

to be a reasonable ejcJse for cJtting short their prayer and 

stJdy timeC Not so with LrC LJllerC Hn his prayer closet" alone 

with Dod and the Bible" he woJld gird Jp the loins of his mind 

and bJrnish his armor for the battles of the dayC With absolJte 

confidence and childli,e simplicity" he believed every Word that 

Dod had spo,enC ffe eagerly retJrned to DodAs Word several 

times each day as thoJgh he was in constant commJnication 

with heaven" receiving fresh letters of instrJction and precioJs 

promises from his heavenly zatherC

LJller never stJdied the Bible for othersC ffe stJdied only for 

himself to find oJt what ffis zather re-Jired of himC ffe became 

so impregnated with DodAs trJth that" when he spo,e of Dod" 

his listeners woJld be reminded of the words of oJr kavior in 

qohn :38fl" for from him seemed to Yow Grivers of living waterCG

ffis prayers were o'ered in simple langJage with a hJmble 

and fervent spiritC BecaJse he ,new his zather was so rich" 

benevolent" and forgiving" he was free to as, for and obtain great 

blessingsC BJt the most remar,able featJre aboJt" his prayer 

was that he as,ed for everything in the name of the Eord qesJs 

ShristC To glorify Shrist and magnify ffis name above every 
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name seemed to be the all.pervading theme that filled his heart 

and lifeC

The amoJnt of labor LrC LJller performed is ama!ing to Js 

todayC The almost endless variety woJld be more than most 

other men coJld bearC ;et" he was always calm" peacefJl" and 

in a prayerfJl frame of mind" casting all his cares Jpon the EordC

Ht was Deorge LJllerAs greatest hope that his record of DodAs 

faithfJlness to him woJld encoJrage believers to develop faith 

li,e his own.the faith withoJt which it is impossible to please 

Dod= the faith that wor,s by love and pJrifies the heart= the faith 

that removes moJntains of obstacles oJt of oJr path= the faith 

that ta,es hold of DodAs strength and is the sJbstance of things 

hoped for and the evidence of things not seenC Lay this faith fill 

the hearts and lives of those who read this boo,C



Chapter Two

An Unlikely Preacher

I was born at Kroppenstaedt in the kingdom of Prussia on 

September 27, 1805. My father, a tax collector, educated his 

children on worldly principles, and my brother and I slipped 

easily into many sins. Before I was ten years old, I had repeatedly 

stolen government money which was entrusted to my father and 

forced him to make up the losses.

When I was eleven years old, my father sent me to Halberstadt 

to be prepared to study at the university. He wanted me to 

become a clergyman-not that I would serve God, but that I 

would have a comfortable life. Studying, reading novels, and 

indulging in sinful practices were my favorite pastimes.

My mother died suddenly when I was fourteen years old. That 

night I played cards until two in the morning, and went to a 

tavern the next day. Her death made no lasting impression on 

me. Instead, I grew worse.

Three days before my confirmation and communion, I was 

guilty of gross immorality. The day before my confirmation, I 

lied to the clergyman rather than confess my sins. In this state 

of heart, without prayer, true repentance, faith, or knowledge of 

the plan of salvation, I was confirmed and took part in the Lord's 
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Supper. Because I had some feeling about the solemnity of the 

occasion, I stayed home during the aqernoon and evening.

That summer I spent some time studying but more in playing 

the piano and guitar, reading novels, freffuenting taverns, mak-

ing resolutions to become diNerent, and breaking them almost 

as fast as I made them. I was glad when my father obtained 

an appointment for me at a school near Magdeburg because 

I thought that if I leq my sinful companions, I would live a 

diNerent life. But I grew still more idle and continued to live 

in all sorts of sin.

In Aovember I went on a pleasure trip where I spent six days 

in sin. My father discovered my absence before I returned, so 

I took all the money I could find and went to Brunswick. Oqer 

spending a week at Brunswick in an expensive hotel, my money 

was gone. I then went, without money, to another hotel for a 

week. Ot last, the owner of the hotel, suspecting that I had no 

money, asked for payment and took my best clothes as security.

I walked about six miles to an inn and began to live as if I had 

plenty of money. jn the third morning, I went ffuietly out of 

the yard and ran oN.

By this time the innkeeper became suspicious and had me 

arrested. The police ffuestioned me for about three hours and 

sent me to Dail. Ot the age of - sixteen I became an inmate of a 

prison, dwelling with thieves and murderers.

Oqer a year, the commissioner who had tried my case told my 

father of my conduct. I was kept in prison until he sent the 

money for my traveling expenses, my debt to the inn, and my 

stay in prison. My father arrived two days later, beat me severely, 

and took me home to Schoenebeck. Through more lying and 
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persuading, I convinced him to allow me to enter school at 

Aordhausen the following autumn.

I lived in the house of the principal at Aordhausen. Through 

my conduct, I grew highly in his favor. He had such a high 

esteem for me that I was held up by him as an example to 

the rest of the class. But while I was outwardly gaining the 

esteem of my fellow men, I did not care in the least about 

God. Os a result of my sinful lifestyle, I became ill and was 

confined to my room for thirteen weeks.

Uuring my illness, I felt no real remorse and cared nothing 

about the Word of God. I owned more than three hundred 

books, but no Bible. Aow and then I wanted to become a 

diNerent person and tried to amend my conduct, particularly 

when I went to the Lord's Supper. The day before attending 

a communion service, I used to abstain from certain things. 

jn the day itself, I promised God that I would become a 

better person, thinking that somehow God would induce me 

to reform. But aqer one or two days, I forgot everything and 

was as bad as before.

Ot age 20 I received honorable recommendations and be-

came a member of the :niversity of Halle. I even obtained 

permission to preach in the Lutheran church. But I felt as 

truly unhappy and far from God as ever.

I now resolved to change my lifestyle for two reasons; first, 

because unless I reformed, no parish would choose me as their 

pastorz and secondly, without a considerable knowledge of the-

ology, I would never earn a good living. But the moment I 

entered Halle, all my resolutions disappeared. I resumed my 

loose living even though I was in the seminary. Ueep in my 

heart, I longed to renounce this wretched life. I did not enDoy 
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it, and I had sense enough to see that one day it would ruin me 

completely. Still, I felt no sorrow about oNending God.

jne day while in a tavern with some of my wild friends, I saw 

one of my former classmates named Beta. I met him four years 

earlier at Halberstadtz and, because he was so ffuiet and serious, 

I despised him. It now appeared wise for me to choose him as my 

friend, thinking that better companions would help me improve 

my conduct.

The Spirit of God was working in Beta's heart at Halberstadt, but 

Beta was a backslider. He tried to put oN the ways of God and 

enDoy the world he had known little about before. I sought his 

friendship because I thought it would lead me to a moral life, 

and be gladly became my friend because he thought it would 

bring him some good times.

In Ougust, Beta, myself, and two other students drove through 

the country for four days. When we returned, my love for trav-

eling was stronger than ever, and I suggested that we set oN 

for SwitJerland. Through forged letters from our parents, we 

procured passports and acffuired as much money as we could. 

We leq school and traveled for forty-three days.

I had now obtained the desire of my heart - I had seen SwitJer-

land. But I was still far from being happy. jn this Dourney I acted 

like ;udas. I managed the money so that the Dourney cost me only 

two thirds of what it cost my friends. By many lies, I satisfied my 

father's ffuestions concerning the expenses.

Uuring my three weeks of summer vacation, I resolved to live 

diNerently in the future, and I was diNerent-for a few days. But 

when vacation was over, and new students came with fresh 

money, all my resolutions were soon forgotten. I easily slipped 
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back into my old habits. Aevertheless, the God whom I dis-

honored by my wicked behavior and unrepentant spirit had not 

given up on me.





Chapter Three

The Prodigal's Return

Despite my sinful lifestyle and cold heart, God had mercy on me. 

I was as careless about Him as ever. I had no Bible and had not 

read any Scripture for years. I seldom went to church; and, out 

of custom only, I took the Lord's Supper twice a year. I never 

heard the gospel preached. Nobody told me that Jesus meant 

for Christians, by the help of God, to live according to the Holy 

Scriptures. In short, I did not have the least idea that there were 

people who were different from myself.

One Saturday aWernoon in November, I took a walk with my 

friend Beta. He told me that he had begun to visit a Christian's 

home every Saturday where there was a prayer meeting. He 

said that they read the Bible, sang, prayed, and read a printed 

sermon.

jhen I heard this, I felt as if I had found the treasure I had 

been seeking all my life. je went to the meeting together that 

evening. I did not understand the zoy that believers have in 

seeing any sinner become interested in the things of God, so I 

apologi"ed for coming. I will never forget the kind answer of the 

dear brother. He said, TCome as oWen as you please. Our house 

and hearts are open to you.T
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je sat down and sang a hymn. Khen brother Aayser, now a 

missionary in xfrica, knelt and asked a blessing on our meeting. 

His kneeling down made a deep impression on me, for I had 

never seen anyone on his knees before, nor had I ever prayed 

on my knees. He read a chapter from the Bible and a printed 

sermon. xt the end of the meeting, we sang another hymn, and 

then the owner of the house prayed. jhile he prayed, I thought, 

TI could not pray as well, although I have more education than 

this man.T

Khe entire evening made a deep impression on me. I felt happy, 

although if I had been asked why, I could not have clearly e-E

plained it. jhen we walked home, I said to Beta, TFverything we 

have seen on our zourney to Swit"erland and all of our former 

pleasures are nothing in comparison with this evening.T

Khe Lord begins His work in different ways with different peoE

ple. I have no doubt that on that evening, He began a work of 

grace in me. Fven though I scarcely had any knowledge of who 

God truly was, that evening was the turning point in my life.

qor the ne-t several days, I went regularly to this brother's 

house, and we read the Scriptures together. Khe Lord and the 

jord were so e-citing to me that I could not wait until SaturE

day came again. Now my life became very different, although 

I did not give up every sin at once. I did give up my wicked 

companions, going to taverns, and habitual lying. I read the 

Scriptures, prayed oWen, loved the brethren, went to church 

with the right motives, and openly professed Christ although my 

fellow students laughed at me.

xs I read missionary newsletters, I was inspired to become a 

missionary myself. I prayed frePuently concerning this matter 

for several weeks. x few months later, I met a devoted young 
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brother named Hermann Ball, a learned and wealthy man. He 

chose to labor in fioland among the Jews as a missionary rather 

than live a comfortable life near his family. His e-ample made a 

deep impression on me. qor the Mrst time in my life, I was able 

to give myself up to the Lord fully and without reservation.

Khe peace of God which passes all understanding now Mlled my 

life. I wrote to my father and brother, encouraging them to seek 

the Lord and telling them how happy I was. I believed that if 

they saw the way to happiness, they would gladly embrace it. Ko 

my great surprise, they replied with an angry letter.

Khe Lord sent Dr. Kholuck, a professor of divinity, to Halle. xs 

a result, a few believing students transferred to Halle from other 

universities. xs I became acPuainted with other Christians, the 

Lord helped me to grow in Him.

ffiy former desire to give myself to missionary service returned, 

and I went to my father to ask his permission. jithout it, I would 

not be admitted to any of the German missionary institutions. 

ffiy father was greatly displeased and severely reproached me, 

saying that he had spent so much money on my education 

hoping that he could comfortably spend his last days with me 

in a parsonage. Now, all these prospects had come to nothing. 

He told me that he would no longer consider me his son. Khen 

he wept and begged me to change my mind.

Khe Lord helped me to bear this di8cult trial. xlthough I needE

ed more money than ever before, I decided never to take any 

more from my father. I still had two more years of seminary 

leW. It seemed wrong to let my father support me when he had 

no guarantee that I would become what he wanted me to beEa 

clergyman earning a good living.
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Khe Lord enabled me to keep this resolution. Several xmerE

ican gentlemen, three of whom were professors in xmerican 

colleges, came to Halle for literary research. Because they 

did not understand German, Dr. Kholuck recommended me 

to teach them. Some of these gentlemen were Christians, and 

they paid so well for the instruction I gave them and for the 

lectures I wrote for them that I had enough money for school 

and some to spare.

Khe Lord richly made up to me the little I had given up for 

His sake.

xlthough I was still very weak and ignorant in faith, I longed, 

to win souls  for Christ.  Fvery month I  circulated about 

three hundred missionary papers, distributed many tracts, 

and wrote letters to some of my former companions in sin.

x local schoolmaster held a morning prayer meeting a few 

miles away, and I decided to attend. xt that time, however, I 

did not know that he was not a believer. He later told me that 

he had held the prayer meetings merely out of kindness to a 

relative. Khe sermons he read were not his own, but copied 

out of a book. He also told me that he had been impressed 

with my kindness and that I had been instrumental in leading 

him to care about the things of God. Fver since that time, I 

knew him as a true brother in the Lord.

Khis schoolmaster asked me to preach in his parish because 

the aged clergyman needed my assistance. I thought that by 

learning a sermon written by a spiritual man I might minister 

to the people; so I put the sermon into a suitable form and 

memori"ed it.
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I got through the morning service, but I did not enzoy preaching. 

I decided to preach the gospel in the aWernoon and began by 

reading the MWh chapter of ffiatthew. Immediately as I began to 

teach on, TBlessed are the poor in spirit,T I felt the anointing of 

the Holy Spirit. ffiy morning sermon had been too complicated 

for the people to understand, but now they listened to me with 

great interest. ffiy own peace and zoy were great, and I felt this 

was a blessed work.

On my return trip to Halle, I thought, TKhis is the way I would 

always like to preach.T But then I thought that while this type 

of preaching might work for illiterate country people, it would 

never be accepted at the wellEeducated assembly in town. I 

knew that the truth should be preached at all costs, but I thought 

it should be presented in a different form, suited to the hearers. 

I remained unsettled about choosing a style of preaching for 

some time. Because I did not yet understand the work of the 

Spirit, I did not reali"e the powerlessness of human eloPuence.

xlthough I regularly went to church when I did not preach myE

self, I seldom heard the truth because there was no enlightened 

clergyman in the town. jhen Dr. Kholuck or any other godly 

minister preached, I oWen walked ten or MWeen miles to enzoy 

the privilege of hearing the jord.

In addition to the Saturday evening meeting, I fed my faith at a 

meeting every Sunday evening with si- other believing students. 

Before I leW the university, the number increased to twenty. In 

these meetings, one or more of the brethren prayed, we read 

Scriptures, sang hymns, someone e-horted the group, and we 

read some edifying writings of godly men. I opened my heart 

to the brethren for prayer and encouragement to keep me from 

backsliding.
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I was growing in the faith and knowledge of Jesus, but I still 

preferred reading religious books instead of the Scriptures. I 

read tracts, missionary newsletters, sermons, and biographies of 

Christian people. God is the author of the Bible, and only the 

truth it contains will lead people to true happiness. x Christian 

should read this precious Book every day with earnest prayer 

and meditation. But like many believers, I preferred to read 

the works of uninspired men rather than the oracles of the 

living God. ConsePuently, I remained a spiritual baby both in 

knowledge and grace.

Khe last and most important means of growing in the Lord, 

prayer, was also something I greatly neglected. I prayed oWen 

and generally with E sincerity. But if I had prayed more earnestE

ly, I would have made much more rapid progress in my faith. 

Despite my slowness to grasp spiritual principles, however, God 

showed His great patience toward me and helped me to grow 

steadily in Him.



Chapter Four

Stepping Out Into 
Ministry

Dr. Tholuck informed me that the Continental Society in Eng-

land intended to send a minister to Bucharest to help an aged 

brother in the work of the Lord. A,er consideration and prayerI 

ff overed my serGices. Despite all my weaknessesI ff had a great 

desire to liGe wholly for Uod. xne;pectedlyI my father gaGe his 

consentI although Bucharest was oGer a thousand miles away.

ff now prepared for the work of the Lord with diligence and 

pondered the suverings which might await me. ff had once fully 

serGed Satanffl but nowI drawn by the loGe of ChristI ff was willing 

to suver aJiction for the sake of Oesus. EarnestlyI ff prayed about 

my future work.

At the end of HctoberI Permann BallI the missionary to the 

Wolish OewsI said that his health would soon force him to giGe 

up his work. Nhen ff heard thisI ff felt a strong desire to take his 

place. The Pebrew language suddenly became e;citing to me 

eGen though ff had preGiously studied it only from a sense of 

duty. 'ow ff studied for many weeks with eagerness and delight.
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Nhile ff still desired to take brother BallMs place and delighted 

in learning PebrewI ff called on Dr. Tholuck. xnaware of my 

thoughtsI he suddenly asked me whether ff had eGer had a 

desire to be a missionary to the Oews. Pe was an agent with 

the London qissionary Society for promoting Christianity 

among them. ff was astonished by his fiuestion and told him 

what had been on my mind for the last seGeral weeks. ff added 

that it was not proper for me to consider any other serGice 

because ff had already agreed to go to Bucharest. Pe agreed.

Nhen ff came homeI howeGerI our conGersation burned like 

flre within me. The ne;t morningI all my desire for going 

to Bucharest was gone. This seemed to be Gery wrong and 

Reshly of meI and ff entreated the Lord to restore my former 

desire to labor there. Pe graciously did so almost immedi-

ately. qeanwhileI my earnestness in studying Pebrew and 

my loGe for it continued.

About ten days laterI Dr. Tholuck receiGed a letter from the 

Continental Society. Because of the war between the Turks 

and the ffiussiansI they had decided not to send a minister to 

Bucharest since it was the center of war. Dr. Tholuck asked 

me again what ff thought about becoming a missionary to 

the Oews. A,er prayer and consulting with spiritually mature 

brethrenI ff concluded that ff should over myself to the soci-

etyI leaGing my future with the Lord.

Dr. Tholuck wrote to the society in London and receiGed an 

answer in a few weeks. They had a number of fiuestions for me 

and my acceptance depended on my satisfactory answers. A,er 

replying to this flrst communicationI ff receiGed a letter from 

London. The committee decided to take me as a missionary 
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student for si; months probationI proGided ff would come to 

London. 

Hne obstacle stood in the way of my leaGing the country. EGery 

Wrussian male was obligated to serGe three years as a soldierI 

but those who flnished their studies at the uniGersity only had 

to serGe one year. ff could not obtain a passport out of the 

country until ff had either serGed my time or been e;empted 

by the king himself. ff hoped the latter would be the case. fft 

was a well-known fact that those who had giGen themselGes to 

missionary serGice had always been e;empted. Certain inRu-

ential Christian brothers who were liGing in the capital wrote 

to the king. Pe replied that the matter must be referred to the 

goGernment ojcialsI and no e;ception was made in my faGor.

qy chief concern now was how ff could be e;empted from 

military duty and obtain a passport for England. But the more 

ff triedI the greater the dijculty appeared to be. By the middle 

of OanuaryI it seemed as if my only recourse was to become a 

soldier.

Hne more aGenue remained untried-it was my last resort. A 

maKor in the army was a Christian and on good terms with one 

of the chief generals. Pe proposed that ff start the process of 

entering the army. Since ff was still Gery weak physically from a 

former illnessI ff would be found unflt for military serGice.

ff belieGe that the Lord had allowed things to happen this way to 

show me that my friends would be unable to obtain a passport 

for me until Pe was ready. But now the time had come. The Ying 

of kings intended that ff go to England because Pe would make 

me a blessing there despite my unworthiness. At a time when 

hope had almost been giGen upI and when the last plan had been 

triedI eGerything began to fall into place. The doctors e;amined 
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me and declared that ff was unflt for military serGice. The 

chief general himself signed the papersI and ff got a complete 

dismissal for life from all military duty.

ff came to England physically weakened and soon became 

Gery ill. ffn my estimationI ff was beyond recoGery. zet the 

weaker ff became in bodyI the happier ff was in spirit. EGery 

sin ff had eGer committed was brought to mindI but ff reali"ed 

that ff was washed and made completely clean in the blood of 

Oesus. This reali"ation brought me great peaceI and ff longed 

to die and be with Christ.

Nhen my doctor came to see meI my prayer wasI !LordI zou 

know that heI does not know what is best for me. ThereforeI 

please direct him.! Nhen ff took my medicineI my prayer wasI 

!LordI zou know that this medicine is no more than a little 

water. 'ow pleaseI LordI let it produce the evect which is 

for my good and for zour glory. Let me either soon be taken 

to heaGenI or let me be restored. LordI do with me as zou 

think bestF!

A,er ff had been ill for two weeksI my health began to im-

proGe. Some friends asked me to go into the country for the 

fresh air. Nhen ff asked the doctorI he said that it was the best 

thing ff could do. A few days laterI ff le, for the little country 

town of Teignmouth.

ff had a great deal of time to study the Bible while ff recoGered. 

During this timeI Uod showed me that Pis Nord alone is our 

standard of Kudgment in spiritual things. The Nord can be 

e;plained only by the Poly Spirit who is the teacher of Pis 

people. ff had not understood the work of the Poly Spirit in 

a practical way before that time.
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'ow ff learned that the 1ather chose us before the foundation 

of the world. Pe originated the wonderful plan of our re-

demptionI and Pe also arranged the way it was to be brought 

about. The Son fulfllled the law and bore the punishment due 

to our sinsI satisfying the Kustice of Uod. 1inallyI the Poly 

Spirit alone can teach us about our sinful stateI show us the 

need of a SaGiorI enable us to belieGe in ChristI e;plain the 

Scriptures to usI and help us preach the Nord.

The Lord enabled me to put this last aspect of the Poly Spirit 

to the test by laying aside my commentaries and almost eGery 

other book and simply reading the Nord of Uod. That flrst 

eGening when ff shut myself in my room to pray and meditate 

oGer the ScripturesI ff learned more in a few hours than during 

the last seGeral months.

A,er my return to LondonI ff decided to do something to help 

my brothers in the seminary. ff suggested we meet together 

eGery morning from si; until eight to pray and read the Scrip-

tures. A,er the eGening prayerI my communion with Uod was 

so sweet that ff would continue praying until a,er midnight. 

Then ff would go to a brotherMs roomI and we would pray 

together until one or two in the morning. EGen thenI ff was 

sometimes so full of Koy that ff could not sleep. At si; in the 

morningI would again call the brethren together for prayer.

A,er ff had been in London for ten days and had been con-

flned to the house because of my studiesI my health again 

began to decline. ff decided to stop spending the little energy 

ff had le, on my studies and go to work for the Lord. ff wrote 

to the missionary Society and asked them to send me out at 

once. They sent me no replyI but continued to support me 

while ff studied.



THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF GEORGE MULLER22

A,er waiting si; weeksI and in the meantime seeking to 

work for the LordI it occurred to me that ff should begin to 

labor among the Oews in London whether ff had the title of 

missionary or not. ff distributed tracts among the Oews and 

inGited them to come and talk to me about the things of Uod. ff 

preached to them in the places where they gathered and read 

the Scriptures regularly with about fl,y Oewish boys. ff had 

the honor of being reproached and ill-treated for the name 

of Oesus. The Lord gaGe me graceI howeGerI and ff was neGer 

kept from the work by any danger or the prospect of suvering.

Toward the close of 829BI ff began to doubt whether it was 

right  for me to  be  supported by the  London Society.  fft 

seemed unscriptural to me for a serGant of Christ to put him-

self under the control and direction of anyone but the Lord. 

The society and ff e;changed letters on this subKectI and in 

complete kindness and loGeI we dissolGed our relationship. ff 

was now free to preach the gospel whereGer the Lord opened 

the way.

ffn DecemberI ff stayed with some Christian friends who liGed 

in E;mouth. The second day a,er my arriGalI a brother said 

to meI !ff haGe been praying for a month that the Lord would 

do something at LympstoneI a large parish where there is 

little spiritual light. ff belieGe you would be allowed to preach 

there.! ffieady to speak of Oesus whereGer the Lord might open 

a doorI and desiring to be faithful to the truths which Pe 

taught meI ff went. ff easily obtained permission to preach 

twice the ne;t Sunday.

Uod blessed and encouraged me as ff worked for Pis Yingdom. ff 

began learning to be sensitiGe to Pis Spirit. Pe taught me how to 

study and reGealed more of Pis Nord to me. qore opportunities 
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to preach were openedI and ff reKoiced to serGe my Lord Oesus 

Christ.





Chapter Five

Preaching, Studying, 
and Growth

Aer IhIadpIc rdbarpIdoutwIwa rrIkrrsiInvIwarIynbnvnwfIuEIx-m

,utwaTIhIkrvwIwuIgrnWv,utwaIr-crbwnvWIwuIiwdfIwar rIwrvIpdfiIwuI

c rdbaIwarI.u pId,uvWIwarIo rwa rvOIJvrIfutvWIku,dvIbd,rI

wuIsvukICritiISa niwIdiIar Ifidynu IwadwIl iwIryrvnvWOIganiIoLriirpI

,rIorbdtirIvuvrIuEIwarI rinprvwI,nvniwr iILnsrpIwarIir ,uvOI

garIju pIfftpWriIiuIpn!r rvwLfIE u,I,dvB

garIvr-wIkrrsTIder Ic rdbanvWIpdnLfInvIwarIbadcrLTIhIkdiIdisrpI

wuIiwdfIdvpIorIwarn I,nvniwr OI'rbdtirIuEIbr wdnvIuccuinwnuvTIhI

prbnprpIwuIiwdfItvwnLIhIkdiIEu ,dLLfI rffrbwrpOIhIc rdbarpIdWdnvI

uvIwarIju pqiIpdfTIdLwautWaI,dvfIpnpIvuwIrvffufIard nvWI,fI

ir ,uvOIfiu,rIcrucLrILreIdvpIvryr I rwt vrpOIJwar iIbd,rIwuI

warIbadcrLIkauIadpIvuwIorrvInvIwarIadonwIuEIdwwrvpnvWIorEu rI

hIbd,rOIAIicn nwIuEInvPtn fIdvpIdIird banvWIuEIwarIfib ncwt riI

itpprvLfIorWdvOIMrucLrIkdvwrpIwuIsvukIkarwar IwarIwanvWiIhI

idnpIkr rIw trOIGuiwIn,cu wdvwLfTIHupIirwIDniIirdLIuEIdcc uydLI

uvIwarIku sIofIbuvyr wnvWIinvvr iO

hIc rdbarpIdwIwaniIbadcrLIdiIdIyninwnvWI,nvniwr IEu IwkrLyrIkrrsiOI

Rt nvWIwaniIwn,rTIknwautwI,fIdisnvWTIwarIju pIW dbnutiLfIitcm
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cLnrpI,fIku LpLfIvrrpiIwa utWaIwkuIo uwar iOI.arvIwarIwkrLyrI

krrsiIkr rIuyr TIwarIrnWawrrvI,r,or Ibat baItvdvn,utiLfI

nvynwrpI,rIwuIorbu,rIwarn Icdiwu O

hIvukIbadvWrpI,fIucnvnuvIdoutwIwarIoriwI,rwaupIuEIc rcd nvWI

Eu IctoLnbI,nvniw fIuEIwarI.u pOIFdwar IwadvIc rit,nvWIwuIsvukI

kadwIniIoriwIEu IwarIard r iTIhIdisIwarIju pIwuIW dbnutiLfIwrdbaI

,rIwarIitoffrbwIhIiautLpIicrdsIdoutwTIu IwarIcu wnuvIuEIDniI.u pI

hIiautLpIr-cLdnvOIfiu,rwn,riIknLLIadyrIdIcd wnbtLd IitoffrbwIu I

cdiidWrIuvI,fI,nvpIorEu rIdisnvWIDn,OIhETIder Ic dfr TIhIErrLI

cr itdprpIwadwIhIiautLpIicrdsIuvIwadwIitoffrbwTIhIiwtpfInwTIotwIiwnLLI

LrdyrI,firLEIucrvIwuIwarIju pIwuIbadvWrInwInEIDrIcLrdiriO

ffi rPtrvwLfTIaukryr TIhIadyrIvuIitoffrbwInvI,fI,nvpIorEu rIhIc dfOI

hvIwaniIbdirTIhIkdnwIuvI,fIsvrriIEu IdvIdvikr TIw fnvWIwuILniwrvI

Eu IwarIyunbrIuEIwarIficn nwIwuIpn rbwI,rOIgarvTInEIdIcdiidWrIuEI

itoffrbwIniIo utWawIwuI,nvpTIhIdWdnvIdisIwarIju pInEIwaniIniIDniIknLLOI

fiu,rwn,riIhIdisI rcrdwrpLfTIricrbndLLfInEIwarIitoffrbwIu Iwr-wIniI

dIpnzbtLwIuvrOIhEIder Ic dfr TI,fI,nvpIniIcrdbrEtLIdoutwInwTIhI

wdsrIwaniIwuIorIwarIwr-wOI'twIhIiwnLLILrdyrI,firLEIucrvIwuIwarIju pI

Eu Ipn rbwnuvTInvIbdirIDrIprbnpriIwuIdLwr InwTIu InEIhIadyrIorrvI

,niwdsrvO

fiu,rwn,riIhIiwnLLIpuIvuwIadyrIdIwr-wIder Ic dfnvWOIAwIl iwIhIkdiI

ct;;LrpIofIwaniTIotwIhIadyrILrd vrpIwuIin,cLfIbuvwnvtrIknwaI,fI

 rWtLd I rdpnvWIuEIwarIfib ncwt riTIc dfnvWIkanLrIhI rdpIEu IdIwr-wOI

hIadyrIadpIwuI rdpIlyrTIwrvTIryrvIwkrvwfIbadcwr iIorEu rIwarI

ju pIadiIWnyrvI,rIdIwr-wOIGdvfIwn,riIhIadyrIryrvIadpIwuIWuIwuI

warI,rrwnvWIcLdbrIknwautwIdIitoffrbwOI'twIhIadyrIdLkdfiIuowdnvrpI

nwTIcr adciTIuvLfIdIErkI,nvtwriIorEu rIhIkdiIWunvWIwuIicrdsO

garIju pIdLkdfiIarLciI,rIkarvIhIc rdbaTIc uynprpIhIadyrI

rd vriwLfIiutWawIDn,InvIc nydwrOIAIc rdbar IbdvvuwIsvukIwarI

ard wiIuEIwarInvpnynptdLiInvIwarIbuvW rWdwnuvIu IkadwIwarfIvrrpI
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wuIard OI'twIwarIju pIsvukiflIdvpInEIwarIc rdbar I rvutvbriI

aniIukvIknipu,TIarIknLLIorIdiiniwrpIofIwarIju pOI'twInEIarIniI

prwr ,nvrpIwuIbauuirIdIitoffrbwInvIaniIukvIknipu,TIarIiautLpI

vuwIorIit c nirpIkarvIarIirriILnwwLrIE tnwI ritLwnvWIE u,IaniI

Ldou iO

.arvIhIadyrIuowdnvrpIwarIwr-wInvIwarIdouyrIkdfTIkarwar InwIniIdI

yr irIu IdIkauLrIbadcwr Iu I,u rTIhIdisIwarIju pIwuIW dbnutiLfI

wrdbaI,rIofIDniIDuLfIficn nwIkanLrIhI,rpnwdwrIuyr IwarIcdiidWriOI

hIk nwrIpukvIvuwriIdiIwarI.u pIniIucrvrpIwuI,rIwuIirrIaukIkrLLI

hItvpr iwdvpIwarIcdiidWrOIhwIniIdLiuItirEtLIwuILdwr I rEr IwuIkadwIhI

adyrIk nwwrvO

hIirLpu,ItirIdvfIuwar IiwtpfIdnpiIorinpriIwarIfib ncwt riIdvpI

iu,rIWuupIw dviLdwnuviInvIuwar ILdvWtdWriOIGfIbanrEIarLcIniI

c dfr OI.arvryr IhIiwtpfIdIinvWLrIcd wIuEIpnynvrIw twaTIhIdLkdfiI

WdnvIiu,rILnWawIdoutwInwIder Ic dfnvWIdvpI,rpnwdwnvWIuyr InwOI

x-wrvinyrIc dfr IniIuervIpnzbtLwIorbdtirIuEIwarIkrdsvriiTIuEI

warINriaTIcafinbdLInvl ,nwnriTIdvpIdIEtLLIibarptLrOI'twIvuIuvrI

iautLpIr-crbwIwuIirrI,tbaIWuupI ritLwnvWIE u,IaniILdou iInEIarI

puriIvuwIicrvpIwn,rInvIc dfr IdvpI,rpnwdwnuvO

hIwarvILrdyrI,firLEIrvwn rLfInvIwarIadvpiIuEIwarIju pTIdisnvWI

Dn,IwuIo nvWIwuI,nvpIkadwIhIadyrILrd vrpInvI,fIc dfr IbLuirwOI

DrIEdnwaEtLLfIpuriIwaniIdvpIuervIwrdbariI,rI,u rIkanLrIhId,I

c rdbanvWOIgarIc rcd dwnuvIEu IwarIctoLnbI,nvniw fIuEIwarI.u pI

niIryrvI,u rIr-brLLrvwIwadvIc rdbanvWInvIbat baOIguILnyrInvI

buviwdvwIbu,,tvnuvIknwaIwarIju pTIdvpIwuIorIadonwtdLLfIdvpI

E rPtrvwLfInvI,rpnwdwnuvIuyr IwarIw twaIniIhwiIukvI rkd pO

x-cutvpnvWIwarIfib ncwt riIniI,uiwIorvrlbndLTIricrbndLLfIkarvI

iwtpfnvWIdIkauLrIWuicrLIu IrcniwLrOIganiI,dfIorIpuvrIrnwar IofI

rvwr nvWI,nvtwrLfInvwuIwarI,rdvnvWIuEIryr fIyr irIu IofIWnynvWI

warI,dnvIcunvwiIdvpILrdpnvWIwarIard r iIwuIirrIwarIuyr dLLI,rdvm
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nvWIuEIwarIkauLrIouusOIx-cutvpnvWIwarIfib ncwt riIrvbut dWriI

warIbuvW rWdwnuvIwuIo nvWIwarn I'noLriIwuIbat baTIdvpIryr fwanvWI

wadwILrdpiIorLnryr iIwuIydLtrIwarIfib ncwt riIniIn,cu wdvwO

ganiI,rwaupIuEIc rdbanvWIniI,u rIorvrlbndLIwuIwarIard r iIwadvI

nETIuvIdIinvWLrIyr irTIiu,rI r,d siId rI,dprIiuIwadwIwarIcu wnuvI

uEIfib ncwt rIniIibd brLfIdvfwanvWIotwIdI,uwwuIEu IwarIitoffrbwOIffirkI

crucLrIadyrIW dbrIwuI,rpnwdwrIEu Iaut iIuyr IwarI.u pOIgatiTI

r-cuinwnuvI,dfIucrvIwarIfib ncwt riIwuIwar,IdvpIb rdwrInvIwar,I

dIprin rIwuI,rpnwdwrIEu Iwar,irLyriOI.arvIwarfIdWdnvI rdpIuyr I

warIcu wnuvIuEIwarI.u pIkanbaIadiIorrvIr-cutvprpTIwarfIknLLI

 r,r,or IkadwIadiIorrvIidnpOIgatiTInwILrdyriIdI,u rILdiwnvWI

n,c riinuvIuvIwarn I,nvpiO

x-cutvpnvWILd WrIcu wnuviIuEIwarI.u pTIitbaIdiIdvIrvwn rI

WuicrLIu IrcniwLrTILrdpiIwarIwrdbar IwuIbuvinpr Icu wnuviIuEIwarI

.u pIkanbaIarI,nWawIuwar knirIuyr LuusOIganiIsrrciIan,IE u,I

icrdsnvWIwuuI,tbaIuvIEdyu nwrIitoffrbwiIdvpILrdvnvWIwuuI,tbaI

wuIcd wnbtLd Icd wiIuEIw twamdIwrvprvbfIkanbaIknLLIit rLfIiuuvr I

u ILdwr Invfft rIouwaIan,irLEIdvpIaniIard r iO

fin,cLnbnwfInvIr-c riinuvIniIuEItw,uiwIn,cu wdvbrOIgarIwrdbar I

iautLpIicrdsIiuIwadwIryrvIbanLp rvIdvpIcrucLrIkauIbdvvuwI rdpI

,dfIorIdoLrIwuItvpr iwdvpIan,TIdiIEd IdiIwarIvdwt dLI,nvpIbdvI

bu,c rarvpIwarIwanvWiIuEIHupOIxyr fIbuvW rWdwnuvIadiIcrucLrI

uEIyd nutiIrptbdwnuvdLIdvpIiubndLIodbsW utvpiOIgarIr-cutvpr I

uEIwarIw twaIuEIHupIicrdsiIEu IHupIdvpIEu Irwr vnwfOIhwIniItvLnsrLfI

wadwIarIknLLIorvrlwIwarIard r iItvLriiIarItiriIcLdnvIicrrbaO

hEIwarIc rdbar Iiw nyriIwuIicrdsIdbbu pnvWIwuIwarI tLriIuEIwaniI

ku LpTIarI,dfIcLrdirI,dvfTIcd wnbtLd LfIwauirIkauIadyrIdILnwm

r d fIwdiwrOI'twIarIniILriiILnsrLfIwuIorbu,rIdvInviw t,rvwInvIwarI

advpiIuEIHupIEu IwarIbuvyr inuvIuEIinvvr iIu IEu IwarIotnLpnvWI

tcIuEIwarIidnvwiOI9rnwar IrLuPtrvbrIvu IprcwaIuEIwautWawI,dsriI
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dIw tLfIW rdwIc rdbar OIJvLfIdILnErIuEIc dfr IdvpI,rpnwdwnuvIknLLI

 rvpr Ian,IdIyriirLI rdpfIEu IwarIGdiwr qiItirIdvpIlwIwuIorI

r,cLufrpInvIwarIbuvyr inuvIuEIinvvr iIdvpInvIwarIrpnlbdwnuvIuEI

warIidnvwiO

garIdvunvwnvWIuEIwarIDuLfIficn nwIarLciI,rIW rdwLfIkarvIhIc rdbaOI

hIkutLpIvryr Idwwr,cwIwuIwrdbaIwarIw twaIuEIHupIofI,fIukvI

cukr OIJvrIpdfIorEu rIc rdbanvWIdwIgrnWv,utwaTIhIadpI,u rI

wn,rIwadvItitdLTIiuIhIc dfrpIdvpI,rpnwdwrpIEu Iin-Iaut iInvI

c rcd dwnuvIEu IwarIryrvnvWI,rrwnvWOIAer IhIadpIicusrvIdILnwwLrI

kanLrTIhIErLwIwadwIhIkdiIicrdsnvWInvI,fIukvIiw rvWwaI dwar IwadvI

HupqiIcukr OIhIwuLpIwarIo rwa rvIwadwIhIErLwIdiIwautWaIhIkdiIvuwI

c rdbanvWItvpr IwarIdvunvwnvWIdvpIdisrpIwar,IwuIc dfOIAer IhI

buvwnvtrpIdILnwwLrILuvWr TIhIErLwIwarIid,rIdvpIwar rEu rIrvprpI

,fIir ,uvIdvpIc ucuirpIwadwIkrIadyrIdI,rrwnvWIEu Ic dfr OI.rI

pnpIiuTIdvpIhIkdiIcd wnbtLd LfIdiiniwrpIofIwarIDuLfIficn nwIwarIvr-wI

wn,rIhIc rdbarpO

hId,IWLdpIwadwIhILrd vrpIwarIn,cu wdvbrIuEI,nvniwr nvWInvIHupqiI

cukr IdLuvrOIhIbdvIpuIdLLIwanvWiIwa utWaISa niwTIotwIknwautwIDn,TI

hIbdvIdbbu,cLniaIvuwanvWO





Chapter Six

Learning to Live by Faith

On October 7, 1830, I was united in marriage to Miss Mary 

Groves. This step was taken afer much prayer and lrom a luAA 

conviction that it was better lor me to be married. I have never 

regretted either the step itseAl or the choice, but I am truAy 

grateluA to God lor giving me such a wile.

jbout this time, I began to have conscientious obJections 

against receiving a saAary by renting pews. jccording to 2ames 

:-16L, this practice is against the mind ol the fford because the 

poor brethren cannot aBord as good a seat as the rich. j brother 

may gAadAy give something toward my support il the choice is up 

to him. xut when he has other eCpenses, I do not know whether 

he pays his money grudgingAy or cheerluAAy, and God Aoves a 

cheerluA giver. The renting ol pews is aAso a snare to the servant 

ol Fhrist. Wear ol oBending those who pay his saAary has kept 

many ministers lrom preaching the uncompromising Pord ol 

God.

Wor these reasons, I toAd the brethren that at the end ol October, 

1830, I wouAd give up my reguAar saAary. jfer I had given my 

reasons lor doing so, I read 4hiA. z. Il the saints wanted to 

give something toward my support by voAuntary gifs, I had no 
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obJection to receiving it either in money or provisions. j lew 

days Aater. I reaAi'ed that il I personaAAy received every singAe gif, 

much ol my time and that ol the donors wouAd be Aost. jAso, the 

poor might be embarrassed to give me a smaAA amount. Others 

might give more than il the gifs were anonymous. Therelore, it 

wouAd stiAA be doubtluA whether the gifs were given grudgingAy 

or cheerluAAy. Wor these reasons, we put a boC in the chapeA with 

a sign eCpAaining that whoever had a desire to give something 

toward my support couAd put his oBering into the boC.

My wile and I had the grace to take the fford"s commandment 

in ffuke 1:-33 AiteraAAy, SHeAA that ye have, and give aAms.S Pe 

never regretted taking that step. God bAessed us abundantAy as 

Ne taught us to trust in Nim aAone. Phen we were down to our 

Aast lew shiAAings, we toAd Nim about our needs and depended 

on Nim to provide. Ne never laiAed us.

On Dovember 18, 1830, our money was reduced to about eight 

shiAAings. Phen I was praying with my wile in the morning, I was 

Aed to ask the fford lor money. Wour hours Aater, a sister said to 

me, S?o you want any moneyflS

I repAied, SI toAd the brethren when I gave up my saAary that I 

wouAd teAA the fford onAy about my wants.S Hhe said, Sxut Ne has 

toAd me to give you some money. jbout two weeks ago I asked 

Nim what I shouAd do lor Nim, and Ne toAd me to give you some 

money. ffast Haturday the thought came again powerluAAy to my 

mind and has not Aef me since.S

My heart reJoiced at seeing the fford"s laithluAness, but I thought 

it was better not to teAA her about our circumstances, Aest she 

wouAd be infiuenced, to give accordingAy. Il it was ol the fford, 

she wouAd be moved to give. I turned the conversation to other 

subJects, but she gave me enough money to Aast aAA week. My 
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wile and I were luAA ol Joy on account ol the goodness ol the 

fford. Ne did not try our laith much at Erst, but aAAowed us 

to see Nis wiAAingness to heAp us. ffiter, Ne tested our laith 

more luAAy.

The neCt Pednesday I went to ;Cmouth. Our money was 

again reduced to about nine shiAAings. I asked the fford on 

Thursday to pAease give me some money. On Wriday morning 

about eight o"cAock, whiAe in prayer, I was Aed to ask again lor 

money. xelore I rose lrom my knees, I leAt luAAy assured that 

we wouAd have the answer that same day. jn hour Aater, I Aef 

the brother with whom I was staying, and he gave me some 

money. Ne said, STake this lor the eCpenses connected with 

your coming to us.S I did not eCpect to have my eCpenses 

paid, but I saw the fford"s latherAy hand in this bAessing.

Phen I came home about tweAve o"cAock, I asked my wile 

whether she had received any Aetters. Hhe toAd me she had 

received one the day belore lrom a brother who sent three 

sovereigns. Thus, even my prayer on the preceding day had 

been answered. The neCt day one ol the brethren came and 

brought me lour pounds which was due to me as a part ol 

my lormer saAary. I did not even know that this sum was due 

to me. Pithin thirty hours, in answer to prayer, I received 

seven pounds ten shiAAings.

Throughout 1830, the fford richAy suppAied aAA my temporaA 

needs, aAthough I couAd not depend upon any human lor a 

singAe shiAAingU ;ven regarding temporaA things, I had Aost 

nothing by acting according to the dictates ol my conscience. 

In spirituaA things, the fford deaAt bountiluAAy with me and 

used me as an instrument in doing Nis work.
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On the Lth, 7th, and 8th ol 2anuary 1831, I repeatedAy asked the 

fford lor money but received none. j lew times I was tempted 

to distrust the fford, aAthough Ne had been so gracious to us. 

!p to this time, Ne had not onAy suppAied aAA our needs but had 

given us many miracuAous answers" to prayer. I began to think 

it wouAd be ol no use to trust in the fford this time. 4erhaps I 

had gone too lar in Aiving by laith.

xut praise the ffordq This triaA Aasted onAy a lew minutes. 

Ne enabAed me to trust in Nim, and Hatan was immediateAy 

deleated. Phen I returned to my room onAy ten minutes Aater, 

the fford sent deAiverance. j sister brought us two pounds lour 

shiAAings. The fford triumphed, and our laith was strengthened.

Phen we again had onAy a lew shiAAings, we were given Eve 

pounds lrom the oBering boC. I had asked the brethren to 

pAease Aet me have the money in the boC every week. xut they 

either lorgot to take it out weekAy or were ashamed to bring 

such smaAA sums. It was generaAAy taken out every three to 

Eve weeks. I eCpAained to them that I desired to Aook neither 

to man nor the boC but to God. Therelore, I decided not to 

remind them ol my reRuest to have the money weekAy, Aest it 

hinder the testimony I wished to give ol trusting in God aAone.

On 2anuary :8, 1831 we had AittAe money again aAthough I had 

seen a brother open the boC and take out the money lour 

days earAier. xut I wouAd not ask him to Aet me have it. Phen 

the coaAs lor our Ere were aAmost gone, I asked the fford to 

incAine the brother"s heart to bring the money to us. HhortAy 

aferward, it was given to us, and our temporaA needs were 

suppAied.

The fford has kept me lrom speaking, either directAy or indirect6

Ay, about my needs. In a lew instances I have spoken to very poor 
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brethren to encourage them to trust in the fford, teAAing them 

that I had to do the same.

On Webruary 1z, 1831 we again had very AittAe money, and I asked 

the fford to suppAy our needs. The instant that I got up lrom my 

knees, a brother gave me one pound which had been taken out 

ol the boC.

In March I was again tempted to doubt the laithluAness ol the 

fford. jAthough I was not worried about money, I was not luAAy 

resting upon Nim so that I couAd triumph with Joy. One hour 

Aater the fford gave me another prool ol Nis laithluA Aove. j 

Fhristian Aady brought Eve sovereigns lor us, with these words 

written on paper- SI was hungry and ye gave me meatU I was 

thirsty, and ye gave me drink.S

On the morning ol jpriA 1L, 1831 our money was reduced to 

three shiAAings. I said to myseAl, SI must now go and ask the 

fford earnestAy lor lresh suppAies.S xut belore I had prayed, two 

pounds were sent lrom ;Ceter as prool that the fford hears 

belore we caAA.

Home may say that such a way ol Aile Aeads a Fhristian away 

lrom the fford and lrom caring about spirituaA things. They say it 

may cause the mind to be occupied with Ruestions Aike- SPhat 

shaAA I eat, what shaAA I drink, and what shaAA I wearflS I have 

eCperienced both ways and know that my present manner ol 

Aiving by trusting God lor temporaA things is connected with Aess 

care. Trusting the fford lor the suppAy ol my temporaA needs 

keeps me lrom anCious thoughts Aike- SPiAA my saAary Aast and 

wiAA I have enough lor the neCt monthflS In this lreedom I am abAe 

to say, SMy fford is not Aimited. Ne knows my present situation, 

and Ne can suppAy aAA I need.S ffiather than causing anCiety, Aiving 

by laith in God aAone keeps my heart in perlect peace.
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This way ol Aiving has ofen revived the work ol grace in my 

heart when I began to grow spirituaAAy coAd. It aAso has brought 

me back again to the fford afer I had been backsAiding. It is not 

possibAe to Aive in sin, and at the same time, by communion with 

God, draw down lrom heaven everything one needs lor this Aile. 

WreRuentAy, a lresh answer to prayer Ruickens my souA and EAAs 

me with great Joy.

In 2une brother Fraik and I went to TorRuay to preach. Phen I 

came home, my wile had about three shiAAings Aef. Pe waited 

upon the fford, but no money came. The neCt morning, we 

were stiAA waiting on the fford and Aooking lor deAiverance. Pe 

had onAy a AittAe butter Aef lor breaklast, sufflcient lor a visiting 

brother and a reAative. Pe did not mention our circumstances 

to them so that they wouAd not be made uncomlortabAe.

jfer the morning prayer meeting, our brother uneCpectedAy 

opened the oBering boC and gave me the money. Ne toAd me that 

he and his wile couAd not sAeep Aast night because they thought 

that we might need money. I had repeatedAy asked the fford lor 

the money but received nothing. xut when I prayed that the 

fford wouAd impress it on the brother that we needed money, 

he opened the boC and gave it to me.

One morning in Dovember I suggested we pray about our tem6

poraA needs. 2ust as we were about to pray, a parceA came lrom 

;Cmouth. Pe asked the fford lor meat lor dinner since we had 

no money to buy any. jfer prayer, we opened the parceA and 

lound a hamq

My wile and I never went into debt because we beAieved it to be 

unscripturaA according to ffiom. 13-8, SOwe no man anything, but 

to Aove one another.S Therelore, we have no biAAs with our taiAor, 

butcher, or baker, but we pay lor everything in cash. Pe wouAd 
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rather suBer need than contract debts. Thus, we aAways know 

how much we have, and how much we can give away. Many 

triaAs come upon the chiAdren ol God on account ol not acting 

according to ffiom. 13-8.

Dovember :7, 1831 was the fford"s day. Our money had been 

reduced to two pence. Our bread was hardAy enough lor the 

day. I brought our need belore the fford severaA times. Phen I 

gave thanks afer Aunch, I asked Nim to give us our daiAy bread, 

meaning AiteraAAy that Ne wouAd send us bread lor the evening. 

PhiAe I was praying, there was a knock at the door. j poor sister 

came in and brought us some ol her dinner and Eve shiAAings. 

ffater, she aAso brought us a Aarge Aoal ol bread. Thus, the fford 

not onAy gave us bread but aAso money.

jt the end ol the year, we Aooked back and reaAi'ed that aAA our 

needs had been met more abundantAy than il I had received a 

reguAar saAary. Pe are never Aosers lrom doing the wiAA ol the 

fford. I have not served a hard Master, and that is what I deAight 

to show.

God was aAso laithluA to heaA my physicaA inErmities. One Hat6

urday afernoon, I broke a bAood vesseA in my stomach and Aost 

a considerabAe Ruantity ol bAood. ImmediateAy afer I prayed, 

I began to leeA better. Two brethren caAAed on me to ask what 

arrangement shouAd be made lor a preacher at the Hunday ser6

vices. I asked them to come again in about an hour when I wouAd 

give them an answer.

jfer they were gone, the fford gave me laith to get out ol bed. 

I dressed and decided to go to the chapeA. PaAking the short 

distance to the chapeA was an eCertion to me in my weakened 

condition, but I preached that morning with a Aoud and strong 

voice lor the usuaA Aength ol time.
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jfer the morning meeting, my doctor caAAed on me and toAd me 

not to preach again in the afernoon because I couAd greatAy in6

Jure myseAl. I toAd him that I wouAd consider it great presumption 

il the fford had not given me the laith to do it. That afernoon I 

preached again, and he caAAed and said the same concerning the 

evening meeting. DevertheAess, having laith, I preached in the 

evening. jfer each meeting I became stronger, which was pAain 

prool that the hand ol God was in the matter.

The neCt day, the fford enabAed me to rise earAy in the morn6

ing and go to our usuaA prayer meeting, where I read, spoke, 

and prayed. ffater I wrote lour Aetters, studied the Hcriptures 

at home, and attended the meeting again in the evening. My 

heaAth improved every day. I attended the two meetings as usuaA, 

preached in the evening, and did my other work besides. In Aess 

than a week, I was as weAA as I was belore I broke the bAood 

vesseA.

?o not attempt to imitate me in this matter il you do not have 

the laith. xut il you do, it wiAA most assuredAy be honored by 

God. I ofen prayed with sick beAievers untiA they were restored. 

Phen I ask the fford lor the bAessing ol bodiAy heaAth, my re6

Ruest aAmost aAways is granted. In answer to my prayers, I was 

immediateAy restored lrom a bodiAy inErmity which had aFicted 

me lor a Aong time, and it has never returned since.



Chapter Seven

Beginning the Ministry 
at Bristol

For several months, I have been feeling that my work at Teign-

mouth would soon be completed. This feeling has continued to 

grow, and I am now convinced that Teignmouth is no longer 

my place of ministry. Perhaps my giS is going from place to 

place, seeking to bring believers back to the Wcriptures, rather 

than staying in one place and laboring as a pastor. jherever 

I go, I preach with much more enMoyment and power than at 

Teignmouth. fioreover, almost everywhere I have many more 

hearers than at Teignmouth and And the people hungering aSer 

spiritual food which is no longer the case at Teignmouth.

1pril 38, 328C. I received a letter from brother Braik from Lristol 

inviting me to come and help him. It appears to me that a place 

like Lristol would suit my giSs better. !ord, teach mefl I feel more 

than ever that I will soon leave Teignmouth. Lut I fear that much 

connected with this decision is of the 'esh. It seems to me that 

I will soon go to Lristol, if the !ord permits. I wrote a letter to 

brother Braik and promised to come, if I clearly see it is the 

!ord5s will.
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1pril 3ff, 328C. This evening I preached on the !ord5s second 

coming. I told the brethren what eqect this doctrine had 

upon me, and how it encouraged me to leave !ondon and to 

preach throughout the land. The !ord had kept me at Teign-

mouth for these two years and three months, and it seemed 

that the time was near when I should leave. I reminded them 

of what I told them when they re6uested me to become their 

pastor-that I could stay only as long as I saw it was the !ord5s 

will to do so. There was much weeping aSerward, but I am 

now again in peace.

1pril 3D, 328C. I am glad I have spoken to the brethren so 

that they may be prepared in case the !ord leads me to 

leave. I leS today for ffiartmouth and preached there in the 

evening. I had Ave answers to prayer today. 3. I awoke at 

Ave, a re6uest I made of the !ord last evening. C. The !ord 

removed an illness from my dear wife. It would have been 

di4cult for me to leave her in that condition. 8. The !ord 

sent us money. O. There was room for me on the ffiartmouth 

coach. ff. This evening I was assisted in preaching, and my 

soul was refreshed.

I must oqer a word of warning to believers. HSen the work 

of the !ord itself may tempt us away from communion with 

xim. 1 full schedule of preaching, counseling, and travel 

can erode the strength of the mightiest servant of the !ord. 

Public prayer will never make up for closet communion.

1Ser this evening5s meeting, I should have withdrawn from the 

company of the brothers and sisters, eGplaining that I needed 

secret communion with the !ord. Instead, I spent the time until 

the coach came in conversation with them. 1lthough I enMoyed 

their fellowship, my soul needed food. jithout it, I was lean and 
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felt the eqects of it the whole day. I was even silent on the coach 

and did not speak a word for Bhrist or give away a single tract.

1pril CC, 328C. This morning I preached at 9ideon Bhapel in 

Lristol. In the aSernoon I preached at the Pithay Bhapel where 

a young man was converted. xe was a notorious drunkard on his 

way to a tavern when an ac6uaintance met him and asked him 

to go to hear a foreigner preach. xe did, and from that moment 

he was completely changed and never went to another tavern. 

xis wife later told me that he was so happy in the !ord that he 

oSen neglected his supper to read the Wcriptures instead.

Lrother Braik5s evening sermon spoke to my heart. I am now 

fully persuaded that Lristol is the place where the !ord will have 

me labor. Lut we are going home neGt week in order that in 

6uietness, without being in'uenced by what we see here, we 

may seek the !ord5s will concerning us.

1pril C0, 328C. 1s we sought the !ord, xe helped us to see that 

xe is sending us to Lristolfl

1pril 8z, 328C. !eaving the dear children of 9od in Teignmouth 

was di4cult for me. ffioRens begged us to return soon, many with 

tears in their eyes. The !ord has given a great blessing to our 

ministry. It was the !ord5s will for us to come here for a time.

fiay ff, 328C. Hne other striking proof that leaving Teignmouth is 

of 9od is that some truly spiritual brothers, although they want 

me to stay, sincerely believe that I am called to go to Lristol.

fiay 3ff, 328C. jhile I was in prayer concerning Lristol, brother 

Braik sent for me. The congregation at 9ideon Bhapel have 

accepted our oqer to come under the conditions we made. For 

the present, we wanted them to consider us only as ministering 
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among them, but not in any AGed pastoral relationship. Thus 

we may preach the jord as the Wpirit leads us. :egular salaries 

should be done away with, and we will go on trusting 9od 

to supply our needs. je intend, the !ord willing, to leave in 

about a week, although there is nothing settled about Lethesda 

Bhapel.

fiay C3, 328C. Today I began to say goodbye to the brethren at 

Teignmouth, calling on each of them. It has been a trying day, 

Alled with much weeping. If I was not fully persuaded that 9od 

wants us to go to Lristol, I would have hardly been able to bear 

it.

fiay CC, 328C. Wome of the brethren at Teignmouth say that 

they eGpect us back again. 1s far as I understand the way 9od 

deals with xis children, this seems unlikely. The !ord, aSer 

repeated prayer, gave me Bol. 3EC3-C8 as a teGt for my last word 

of eGhortation to them. It seemed best to me to speak as little 

as possible about myself and as much as possible about Bhrist. 

I scarcely alluded to our separation and only commended 

myself and the brethren, in the concluding prayer, to the !ord. 

Parting scenes are very trying, but I am convinced that the 

separation is of the !ord.

fiay C8, 328C. fiy wife, my father-in-law, and I leS this morning 

for JGeter. ffiear brother Braik intends to follow us tomorrow. 

7ust before we leS Teignmouth, we uneGpectedly received 

enough money to defray all the moving eGpenses. The !ord has 

conArmed xis will concerning us going to Lristol many times.

fiay C", 328C. je arrived at Lristol two days ago. This morning 

we received a sovereign from a sister in Teignmouth. The !ord 

will provide for us here also.
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fiay C2, 328C. je spoke to the brethren who manage the A-

nances at 9ideon Bhapel about receiving the free-will oqerings 

through a boG-a matter which was not 6uite settled with them. 

The !ord had graciously ordered this matter for us, and they did 

not obMect.

7une O, 328C. For several days we have been looking for lodging 

but found none plain and cheap enough. je began to make 

this a matter of earnest prayer. Immediately aSerward, the !ord 

gave us a suitable place. It was particularly di4cult to And an 

ineGpensive, furnished place with Ave rooms which we need 

since brother Braik and we live together. xow good the !ord 

is to have answered our prayer, and what an encouragement to 

commit everything to xim in prayer.

7une Cff, 328C. Today it was Anally settled that we may take 

Lethesda Bhapel for a year. 1 brother paid our rent with the 

understanding that, if the !ord blesses our labors in that place, 

the other believers will help him with the eGpenses. Lut if not, 

he will pay it all. This was the only way we could agree to take 

the chapel. If we would have had to go into debt, we could not 

think it was of 9od to minister in this place.

7uly D, 328C. Today we began preaching at Lethesda Bhapel. It 

was a good day.

7uly 3D, 328C. This evening from siG to nine o5clock, we made 

appointments to talk with individuals about salvation. These 

meetings are beneAcial in many ways. fiany people prefer 

coming at an appointed time to the church o4ce to converse 

with us. 1ppointing a time for counseling with them in private 

concerning the things of eternity has brought some who never 

would have called upon us under other circumstances.
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These appointments have also been a great encouragement 

to us in the work. HSen when we thought that our teaching of 

the jord had done no good at all, we found the opposite was 

true as we counseled with people. je have been encouraged 

to go forward in the work of the !ord aSer seeing the many 

ways the !ord has used us as xis instruments. Individuals 

have told us about the help they derived from our ministry 

even as long as four years ago.

Hther servants of Bhrist, especially those who live in large 

towns, should consider setting apart time for seeing in6uirers 

into the faith. These appointments, however, re6uire much 

prayer for wisdom to speak with sensitivity to all those who 

come. je are not su4cient in our own ability for these 

things, but our su4ciency is from 9od. The appointments 

have been by far the most eGhausting part of all our work, 

although at the same time the most rewarding.

7uly 32, 328C. I spent the whole morning in my o4ce to have 

a 6uiet time with the !ord. This is the only way, on account 

of my numerous engagements, to make sure that I have time 

for prayer, reading the jord, and meditation.

Weptember 3", 328C. This morning the !ord, in addition to all 

xis other mercies, has given us our Arst child-a little girl. Whe 

and my wife are both doing well.

Hctober 3, 328C. fiany more people have been convicted of sin 

through brother Braik5s 5preaching than my own. This is proba-

bly because brother Braik is more spiritually minded than I am, 

and he prays more earnestly for the conversion of sinners than I 

do. xe addresses sinners in his public ministry fre6uently. This 

led me to more earnest prayer for the conversion of sinners. 
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Wince then, the !ord has used me as an instrument of con-

version much more oSen.

fiay C2, 3288. fiost of the !ord5s people whom we know in 

Lristol are poor. This morning, while sitting in my room, the 

distress of several of the brethren was brought to my mind. 

I said to myself, CIf only the !ord would give me the means 

to help themflC 1bout an hour later, I received siGty pounds 

which I used to buy bread for the poor.

fiay C0, 3288. ffiuring the last twelve months of our labors in 

Lristol, one hundred and nine people have been added to 

our fellowship. WiGty-Ave have been converted, many back-

sliders have returned, and many of the children of 9od have 

been encouraged and strengthened in the way of truth.

7une 3C, 3288. This morning I felt that we should do some-

thing for the poor. je have given bread to them daily for 

some time now. I longed to establish a school for the boys 

and girls, read the Wcriptures to them, and speak to them 

about the !ord. The chief obstacle was the pressure of work 

coming upon brother Braik and me at that time.

The number of the poor who came for bread had increased 

to between siGty and eighty a day. Hur neighbors were an-

noyed because the beggars were loitering in the street. je 

had to tell them to no longer come for bread, but our desire 

to help these people has not diminished.

ffiecember 3", 3288. This evening brother Braik and I had tea 

with a family of Ave who had been brought to the !ord through 

our ministry. 1s an encouragement to anyone who may desire 

to preach the gospel in a foreign language, I must mention that, 
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the Arst member of this family who was converted came merely 

out of curiosity to hear my foreign accent.

ffiecember 83, 3288. 1t least CDz people have met with us about 

the concerns of their souls. Hut of these, 3ff8 have been added 

to us in fellowship these last eighteen months, siGty of whom 

have been brought to the knowledge of the !ord through our 

preaching and prayers.

Four years have passed since I began to trust in the !ord alone 

for the supply of my temporal needs. 1ll I had then at most was 

worth one hundred pounds a year. I gave it up for the !ord 

and had nothing5 leS but about Ave pounds. The !ord greatly 

honored this little sacriAce and gave me considerably more in 

return.

ffiuring the last three years and three months, I never have asked 

anyone for anything. The !ord has graciously supplied all my 

needs as I bring them to xim. 1t the close of each of these four 

years, although my income has been comparatively great, I have 

had only a few shillings leS. fiy needs are met each day by the 

help of 9od.



Chapter Eight

The Scriptural 
Knowledge Institution

January 9, 1834. During these past eighteen months, brother 

Craik and I have preached once a month at Brislington, a village 

near Bristol. We had not seen any fruit from our labors there. 

This led me to pray earnestly to the Lord for the conversion of 

sinners in that place. I asked the Lord to convert at least one 

soul this evening so that we might have a little encouragement. 

Tonight a young man was brought to the knowledge of the truth.

February 21, 1834. I began to form a plan to establish an institu-

tion for the spread of the gospel at home and abroad. I trust this 

matter is of God.

February 25, 1834. I was led again today to pray about forming a 

new missionary institution and felt more certain that we should 

do so. Some people may ask why we formed a new institution for 

the spread of the gospel and why we did not unite with some of 

the religious societies already in existence. I give, therefore, our 

reasons in order to show that nothing but the desire to maintain 

a good conscience led us to act as we have.
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The Word of God is the only rule of action for the disciples 

of the Lord Jesus. In comparing the existing religious societies 

with the Word of God, we found that they departed so far from 

it that we could not be united with them and maintain a good 

conscience.

The goal which these religious societies are working toward is 

that the whole world will eventually be converted. They refer 

to the passage in Hab. 2:14, "For the earth shall be filled with 

the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the 

sea;" or the one in Isa. 11:9, "For the earth shall be full of the 

knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea."

These passages have no reference to the present dispensation 

but to the one which will begin when the Lord returns. In 

the present time, things will not become spiritually better, but 

worse. Only people gathered out from among the Gentiles for 

the Lord will be converted. This is clear from many passages 

in God's Word. (See Matt. 13:24-30,36-43; 2 Tim. 3:1-13; Acts 

15:14.) A hearty desire and earnest prayer for the conversion of 

sinners is quite scriptural. But it is unscriptural to expect the 

conversion of the whole world. We could not set such a goal for 

ourselves in the service of the Lord.

But even worse is the connection of those religious societies 

with the world. In temporal things, the children of God must 

make use of the world but the work to be done requires that 

those who attend to it should have spiritual life (of which unbe-

lievers are utterly destitute). The children of God are bound by 

their loyalty to their Lord to refrain from any association with 

the unregenerate.

The connection with the world is obvious in these religious 

societies, for everyone who donates a certain amount is con-
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sidered to be a member. Although such an individual may live 

in sin; although he may manifest to everyone that he does not 

know the Lord Jesus; if only the money is paid, he is a member 

and has a right to vote. Moreover, whoever pays a larger sum 

can be a member for life, however openly sinful his life is. Surely 

such things ought not to be.

The methods used in these religious societies to obtain money 

for the work of the Lord are also unscriptural. It is common to 

ask the unconverted for money, which even Abraham would not 

have done. (See Gen. 14:21-24.) How much less should we do 

it! We are forbidden to have fellowship with unbelievers in all 

such matters because we are in fellowship with the Father and 

the Son. We can, therefore, obtain everything from the Lord 

we can possibly need in His service without being obliged to 

go to the unconverted world. The first disciple did this in 3 

John 7-"Because that for his name's sake they went forth, taking 

nothing of the Gentiles."

The individuals who manage the affairs of the societies may be 

unconverted persons or even open enemies to the truth. This 

is permitted because they are rich or influential. I have never 

known a case of a poor, but wise and experienced, servant of 

Christ being invited to lead such public meetings. Surely the 

Galilean fishermen or even our Lord Himself would not have 

been called to this office according to these principles. The 

disciples of the Lord Jesus should not judge a person's fitness 

for service in the Church by the position he fills in the world or 

by the wealth he possesses.

Almost all these societies contract debts so that it is rare to read 

a report of any of them without finding that they have expended 

more than they have received. This is contrary both to the spirit 
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and to the letter of the New Testament. "Owe no man anything, 

but to love one another" (Rom. 13:8).

Brother Craik and I heartily agree that many true children of 

God are connected with these religious societies. The Lord 

has blessed their efforts in many ways, despite the existence of 

practices we judge to be unscriptural. Yet it appeared to us to be 

His will that we should be separate from these societies.

By the blessing of God, we may help the children of God in those 

societies to realize their unscriptural practices. We remained 

united in brotherly love with the individual believers belonging 

to them. We would by no means judge them if they do not see 

that their practices are contrary to Scripture. But since we see 

them to be so ourselves, we could not with a clear conscience 

remain.

We thought that it would be harmful to the brethren among 

whom we labored if we did nothing to support missionary work. 

Therefore, we wanted to do something to spread the gospel at 

home and abroad, however small the beginning might be.

March 5, 1834. This evening at a public meeting, brother Craik 

and I stated the principles on which we intend to establish our 

institution for the spread of the gospel at home and abroad. 

There was nothing outwardly impressive either in the number 

of people present or in our speeches. May the Lord graciously 

grant His blessing upon the institution which will be called The 

Scriptural Knowledge Institution for Home and Abroad.

The Principles Of The Institution We consider every believer 

to be called to help the cause of Christ, and we have scriptural 

reasons to expect the Lord's blessing on our work of faith and 

labor of love. The world will not be converted before the coming 
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of our Lord Jesus, but while He tarries, all scriptural means 

should be employed for the ingathering of the elect of God.

With the Lord's help, we will not seek the patronage of the 

world. We never intend to ask unconverted people of rank or 

wealth to support this institution because we believe this would 

be dishonorable to the Lord. "In the name of our God we will 

set up our banners" (Psa. 20:5). He alone will be our patron. If 

He helps us we will prosper; and if He is not on our side, we 

will not succeed.

We will not ask unbelievers for money although we will accept 

their contributions if they offer them of their own accord. (See 

Acts 28:2- 10.)

We reject the help of unbelievers in managing or carrying on 

the affairs of the institution. (See 2 Cor. 6:14-18.)

We intend never to enlarge the field of labor by contracting 

debts and then appealing to the Church for help. This is con-

trary both to the letter and the spirit of the New Testament. In 

secret prayer, God helping us, we will carry the needs of the 

institution to the Lord and act according to the direction that 

God gives.

We will not measure the success of the institution by the 

amount of money given or the number of Bibles distributed, but 

by the Lord's blessing on the work. "Not by might, nor by power, 

but my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts" (Zech. 4:6). We expect His 

blessing in proportion to our waiting upon Him in prayer.

While we avoid needless separation, we desire to go on simply 

according to Scripture, without compromising the truth. We will 

thankfully receive any scriptural instruction which experienced 
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believers, aEer prayer, may have to give us concerning the 

institution.

The Goals Of The Institution 

Goal 1: We will assist day schools, Sunday schools, and adult 

schools which give instruction on scriptural principles. As the 

Lord supplies the finances and suitable teachers and makes 

our path clear, we will establish schools of this kind. We also 

intend to place poor children into such day schools.

Our day school teachers must be godly people, the way of 

salvation must be scripturally pointed out, and no instruction 

may oppose the principles of the gospel.

Our Sunday school teachers must be believers and the Holy 

Scriptures alone will be the foundation of instruction. We con-

sider it unscriptural that any people who do not know the Lord 

themselves should be allowed to give religious instruction.

The institution will not provide any adult school with the 

supply of Bibles, Testaments, or spelling books unless the 

teachers are believers.

Goal 2: We will distribute the Holy Scriptures.

Goal 3: We will assist missionaries whose ministry appears to 

be carried out according to the Scriptures.

March 7, 1834. Today we have only one shilling leE. This 

evening when we came home from our work, we found our 

tailor waiting for us. He brought a new suit of clothes for 

brother Craik and me, which another brother had ordered for 

us.
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April 23, 1834. Yesterday and today I asked the Lord to send 

us twenty pounds, that we might be able to purchase a larger 

stock of Bibles and Testaments than our small fund would 

allow. This evening a sister, unasked, promised to give us that 

sum. She added that she felt a particular joy in circulating the 

Holy Scriptures because reading the Word had brought her to 

the knowledge of the Lord.

June 8, 1834. I obtained no text for my sermon this morning 

despite repeated prayer and reading of the Word. When I 

awoke, these words were on my mind: "My grace is sufficient 

for thee." As soon as I dressed, I turned to 2 Cor. 12 to consider 

this passage. But aEer prayer, I decided that I had not been 

directed to this portion for the sake of speaking on it, as I at 

first thought.

Therefore, I followed my usual practice in such cases-I con-

tinued reading the Scriptures where I leE off last evening. 

When I came to Heb. 11:13-16, I felt that this was the text. 

'Having prayed, I was confirmed in it, and the Lord opened 

this passage to me. I preached on it with great enjoyment. God 

greatly blessed what I said, and at least one soul was brought 

to the Lord.

June 25, 1834. These last three days I have had very little real 

communion with God, and have therefore been irritable and 

weak spiritually.

June 26, 1834. I rose early this morning and spent nearly two 

hours in prayer before breakfast. I now feel more comfortable.

July 11, 1834. I have prayed much about a director for the boys' 

school which will be established in connection with our little 

institution. ?ight have applied for the position, but none seemed 
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to be suitable. Now, at last, the Lord has given us a brother who 

will begin the work.

October 9, 1834. Our institution, established in dependence 

upon the Lord, has now been in operation for seven months. 

Many have been benefited with instruction. In the Sunday 

school we have about 120 children; in the adult school, about 

40 adults; in the day schools, 209 children. We have circulated 

482 Bibles and 520 New Testaments. Lastly, a sizable amount 

has been spent to aid missionary work.

October 28, 1834. We heard a moving account of a poor little 

orphan boy who for some time attended one of our schools. 

He was recently taken to the poorhouse some miles outside of 

Bristol. He expressed great sorrow that he could no longer at-

tend our school and ministry. May this lead me to do something 

to supply the temporal needs of poor children, the pressure 

of which has caused this poor boy to be taken away from our 

school!

November 4, 1834. I spent most of the morning reading the 

Word and in prayer. I also asked for our daily bread, for we have 

scarcely any money leE.

November 5, 1834. I spent almost the whole day in prayer and 

reading the Word. I prayed again for the supply of our temporal 

needs, but the Lord has not yet answered.

November 8, 1834. The Lord has graciously again supplied our 

temporal needs during this week, although at the beginning of 

it we had little leE. I have prayed much this week for money, 

more than any other week since we have been in Bristol. The 

Lord has provided through people paying what they owed us. 

We also sold some of the things that we did not need.
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December 31, 1834. Since brother Craik and I have been labor-

ing in Bristol, 227 brothers and sisters have been added to us 

in fellowship. Out of these, 103 have been converted, and many 

have been brought into the liberty of the gospel or reclaimed 

from backsliding. Forty-seven young converts are at Gideon and 

fiEy-six at Bethesda.

January 1, 1835. Last evening we had a special prayer meeting to 

praise the Lord for His many mercies which we have received 

during the past year. We asked Him to continue to show us His 

favor.

January 13, 1835. I visited from house to house the people living 

on Orange Street, to find out whether any individuals wanted 

Bibles, whether they could read, and whether they wanted their 

children placed in our day schools or Sunday school. This gave 

me many opportunities to converse with them about their souls.

January 15, 1835. This morning I went again from house to house 

on Orange Street. I greatly delight in such work, for it is very 

important; but my hands are so full with other work that I can 

do little of it.

January 21, 1835. I received, in answer to prayer, five pounds 

for the Scriptural Knowledge Institution. The Lord pours in, 

while we continue to pour out. During the past week, fiEy-eight 

copies of the Scriptures were sold at reduced prices. We want 

to continue this important work, but we will require much fi-

nancial help.

January 28, 1835. For these past few days, I have prayed much 

about whether the Lord will have me to go as a missionary to 

the ?ast Indies. I am willing to go if He wants to use me in this 

way.
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January 29, 1835. I have been greatly stirred to pray about going 

to Calcutta as a missionary. May the Lord guide me in this 

matter!

February 25, 1835. In the name of the Lord and in dependence 

on Him alone for support, we have established a fiEh day school 

for poor children, which opened today. We now have two boys' 

schools and three girls' schools.

June 3, 1835. Today we held a public meeting on account of 

the Scriptural Knowledge Institution for Home and Abroad. 

For the past fiEeen months we have been able to provide poor 

children with schooling, circulate the Holy Scriptures, and aid 

missionary labors.

During this time, although the field of labor has been continu-

ally enlarging and although we have at times been brought low 

in funds, the Lord has never allowed us to stop the work. We 

have established three day schools and two other charity day 

schools, which otherwise would have been closed for lack of 

funds.

The number of children that have been provided with schooling 

in the day schools amounts to 439. The number of copies of the 

Holy Scriptures which have been circulated is 795 Bibles and 

753 New Testaments. We have also sent aid to missionary labors 

in Canada, the ?ast Indies, and on the continent of ?urope.

June 25, 1835. Our little boy is so ill that I have no hope of his 

recovery.

June 26, 1835. My prayer last evening was that God would sup-

port my dear wife under the trial. Two hours later, the little one 

went home to be with the Lord. I fully realize that the dear infant 
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is much better off with the Lord Jesus than with us, and when 

I weep, I weep for joy.

July 18, 1835. I have felt weak in my chest for several days. Today 

I felt it more than ever, and think it would be wise to refrain 

next week from all public speaking. May the Lord grant that I 

may be brought nearer to Him through this.

July 31, 1835. Today a former minister came to us and began to 

go from house to house to spread the truth as a city missionary. 

This was a divine appointment. Brother Craik had for some 

months been unable, on account of illness, to labor in the 

work of the schools and the circulation of the Scriptures. My 

own weakness increased so that I was obliged to give up the 

work entirely. How gracious, therefore, of the Lord to send our 

brother that the work might go on!

August 24, 1835. I feel very weak and suffer more than ever from 

the disease. Should I leave Bristol for a whileK I have no money 

to go away to recover. A sister in the country invited me to visit 

for a week, and I may accept the invitation and go tomorrow.

August 26, 1835. Today I had five pounds given to me for the 

purpose of going away to recover.

August 29, 1835. Today I received another five pounds for the 

same purpose.

August 30, 1835. Today, for the first Sunday since our arrival 

in Bristol, I have been kept from preaching because-of ill-

ness. How mercifully the Lord has dealt in giving me so much 

strength for these years! Another five pounds were sent to me 

today. How kind the Lord is to provide me with the money to 

leave Bristol!
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September 19, 1835. I received a kind letter from a brother 

and two sisters in the Lord who live on the Isle of Wight. 

They invited me to come and stay with them for some time. 

In addition to this,  they wrote that they had repeatedly 

prayed about the matter and were persuaded that I ought to 

come.

The Lord graciously provided the money so that my family 

and I could travel there for the rest that we needed.

September 29, 1835. Last evening when I said goodnight to 

the family, I wanted to go to sleep at once. The weakness in 

my body and the coldness of the night tempted me to pray no 

longer. However, the Lord helped me to kneel before Him. 

No sooner had I begun to pray than His Spirit shone into my 

soul and gave me such a spirit of prayer as I had not enjoyed 

for many weeks. He graciously revived His work in my heart. 

I enjoyed that nearness to God and fervency in prayer for 

more than an hour. My soul had been panting for many weeks 

for this sweet experience.

For the first time during this illness, I asked the Lord earnest-

ly to restore me to health. I now long to go back to the work 

in Bristol, yet I am not impatient. The Lord will strengthen 

me to return to it. I went to bed especially happy and awoke 

this morning in great peace. For more than an hour, I had real 

communion with the Lord before breakfast. May He in mercy 

continue this state of heart to His most unworthy child!

November 15, 1835. We arrived safely in Bristol. Last week 

we prayed repeatedly concerning the work of the Scriptural 

Knowledge. Institution and especially that the Lord would give 

us the means to continue and even enlarge the work. In addition 

to this, I have asked for my own needs to be met and He has 
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kindly granted both these requests. May I have grace to trust 

Him more and more!





Chapter Nine

Proving God's 
Faithfulness

November 21, 1835. Today it has been impressed on my heart 

no longer merely to think about establishing an orphan house 

but actually to begin making plans. I spent much time in 

prayer to find the Lord's will in this situation.

November 23, 1835. The Lord, in answer to prayer, has given 

me about fify pounds. I had asked only -or -orty pounds. This 

has been a great encouragement to me and has stirred me 

to think and pray even more about establishing an orphan 

house.

November 25, 1835. I again spent much time in prayer yesG

terday and today about the orphan house. I am convinced 

that it is o- Mod. Hay !e in mercy guide meO

There are several reasons why I desire to establish an orphan 

house. xne o- the things the children o- Mod need most is to 

have their -aith strengthened. I visited a brother who worked 

-ourteen to sijteen hours a day at his trade. !is body ached, 

his soul was lean, and he had no ffoy in Mod.
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I pointed out to him that he should work less in order that 

his health might not suWer. !e could gather strength -or his 

inner man by reading the "ord o- Mod, by meditation on it, 

and by prayer.

!e replied, BEut i- I work less, I do not earn enough -or the 

support o- my -amily. Sven now, while I work so much, I have 

scarcely enough.B

!e had no trust in Mod and no real belie- in the truth o- 

that word, B;eek ye first the kingdom o- Mod, and his rightG

eousness( and all these things shall be added unto youB 6Hatt. 

:)33Y.

I ejplained to him, BHy dear brother, it is not your work 

which supports your -amily, but the Lord. !e has -ed you and 

your -amily when you could not work at all because o- illness. 

!e would surely provide -or you and yours, i-, -or the sake o- 

obtaining -ood -or your inner man, you worked -ewer hours a 

day to give you proper time -or rest. ?ou begin to work afer 

only a -ew hurried moments -or prayer. ?ou leave your work 

in the evening and intend to read a little o- the "ord o- Mod, 

but by then you are too worn out in body and mind to enffoy 

it. ?ou ofen -all asleep while reading the ;criptures or while 

on your knees in prayer.B

The brother admitted this was true. !e agreed that my advice 

was good, but I read in his countenance, even i- he did not 

actually say so, B!ow could I make ends meet i- I were to 

carry out your adviceFB I longed to have something to give 

the brother as a visible proo- that our Mod and Cather is the 

same -aith-ul Mod that !e ever was. !e is willing as ever to 

prove !imsel- the living Mod to all who put their trust in !im.
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;ometimes children o- Mod are -ear-ul o- growing old and being 

unable to work any longer. I- I point out to them how their 

heavenly Cather has always helped those who put their trust 

in !im, they might not say that times have changed. Eut it is 

evident that they do not see Mod as the living Mod. I longed to 

set something be-ore the children o- Mod that they might see 

that !e does not -orsake, even in hard times, those who rely on 

!im.

Ahristian businessmen suWer in their spiritual lives and bring 

guilt on their consciences by carrying on their business in the 

same way that unconverted people do. The competition in 

trade, bad times, and overpopulation are given as reasons why a 

business carried on according to the "ord o- Mod could not be 

ejpected to prosper. Cew people have the holy determination 

to trust in the living Mod and depend on !im in order that a good 

conscience might be maintained. I want to show these people 

that Mod is -aith-ul and can be trusted without reservation.

;ome individuals are in pro-essions which they cannot continue 

with a good conscience. Eut they -ear leaving their pro-ession 

lest they become unemployed. I long to strengthen their -aith 

by proving that the promises -rom the "ord o- Mod o- !is 

willingness and ability to help all those who rely on !im are 

true.

I know that the "ord o- Mod ought to be enough. Eut by giving 

my brothers visible proo- o- the unchangeable -aith-ulness o- 

the Lord, I might strengthen their -aith. I want to be the servant 

o- the Ahurch in the particular point on which I had obtained 

mercy in being able to take Mod at !is "ord and to rely on it.

This seems to me best done by establishing an orphan house 

something which could be seen by the natural eye. I- I, a poor 
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man, simply by prayer and -aith obtained, without asking any inG

dividual, the finances -or establishing and carrying on an orphan 

house, this might strengthen the -aith o- the children o- Mod. It 

would also be a testimony to the unconverted o- the reality o- 

the things o- Mod.

This is the primary reason -or establishing the orphan house. 

I certainly desire to be used by Mod to help the poor children 

and train them in the ways o- Mod. Eut the primary obffect o- the 

work is that Mod would be magnified because the orphans under 

my care will be provided with all they need through prayer and 

-aith. Sveryone will see that Mod is -aith-ul and hears prayer.

November 28, 1835. I have been praying every day this week 

concerning the orphan house, entreating the Lord to take away 

every thought o- it i- the matter is not o- !im. Dfer repeatedly 

ejamining the motives o- my heart, I am convinced that it is o- 

Mod.

9ecember 2, 1835. Erother Araik and I have talked about the 

orphan house. I wanted him to show me any hidden corruption 

o- my heart or any other scriptural reason against engaging in it. 

The only reason I could doubt that it is o- Mod -or me to begin 

this work is the numerous responsibilities which I have already. 

Eut i- the matter is o- Mod, !e will, in due time, send suitable 

individuals so that comparatively little o- my time will be taken 

up in this service.

Erother Araik greatly encouraged me in the work. Today I took 

the first step in the matter and announced a public meeting on 

9ecember P. The brethren want to hear my thoughts concerning 

the orphan house, and I want to know the Lord's will more 

clearly.
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9ecember 5, 1835. This ;cripture came alive to me today) Bxpen 

thy mouth wide, and I will fill itB 60sa. 81)17Y. I was led to apply 

it to the orphan house and asked the Lord -or a building, one 

thousand pounds, and suitable individuals to take care o- the 

children.

9ecember q, 1835. Today I received the first shilling -or the 

orphan house.

9ecember P, 1835. This afernoon the first piece o- -urniture 

was givenGa large wardrobe. I -elt low in spirit about the orphan 

house, but as soon as I began to speak at the evening meeting, 

I received assistance -rom Mod. Dfer the meeting, ten shillings 

were given to me. There was no collection taken, nor did anyone 

speak besides mysel-. The meeting was not in the least intended 

to work upon people's emotions, to gain support. Dfer the 

meeting, a sister oWered hersel- -or the work. I went home happy 

in the Lord and -ull o- confidence that the matter will come to 

pass, although only ten shillings have been given.

9ecember 17, 1835. I received a letter -rom a brother and sister 

who wrote, B"e oWer ourselves -or the service o- the intended 

orphan house, i- you think we are Jualified -or it. Dlso we will 

give up all the -urniture and household items which the Lord 

has given us, -or its use. "e do this without ejpecting any salary, 

believing that i- it is the will o- the Lord to employ us, !e will 

supply all our need.B

9uring the nejt several weeks, Mod answered our prayers conG

cerning the orphan house. "e were given -urniture, -abric, 

kitchen utensils, blankets, plates, and cups, in addition to finanG

cial support. ;ome days very little came in, and I would begin 

to -eel discouraged. Eut the Lord strengthened me during those 

times and touched the hearts o- others to abundantly supply 



THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF GEORGE MULLER66

our needs. ;everal other people oWered their services to work 

among the orphans, completely trusting Mod -or their support.

xne sister in particular was a great source o- blessing to me as 

she gave generously although she had little. ;he earned only a 

-ew shillings a week as a seamstress. "hen her -ather died, he 

lef her -our hundred pounds. ;he paid oW the substantial debts 

he had contracted, gave one hundred pounds to her mother, 

and brought another hundred pounds to me -or the work o- the 

orphan house.

Ee-ore accepting the money, I had a long conversation with her. 

I needed to know her motives, and whether she might have 

given this money emotionally, without having counted the cost. 

Eut I had not conversed long with this beloved sister be-ore I 

-ound that she was a Juiet, calm, considerate -ollower o- the 

Lord 4esus. ;he desired, in spite o- what human reasoning might 

say, to act according to the words o- our Lord, Blay not up -or 

yourselves treasures upon earthB 6Hatt. :)1PY. B;ell that ye have, 

and give almsB 6Luke 12)33Y.

"hen I continued Juestioning her in order that I might see 

whether she had counted the cost, she said to me, BThe Lord 

4esus gave !is last drop o- blood -or me. ;hould I not give !im 

the hundred poundsFB

Cour things must be noticed about this beloved sister. 1. ;he did 

all these things in secret and thus proved that she did not desire 

the praise o- man. 2. ;he remained, as be-ore, o- an humble 

and lowly mind. ;he gave her money -or the Lord and not to 

impress man. 3. 9uring all the time that she had this comparative 

abundance, she did not change her lodging, dress, or manner 

o- li-e. ;he remained in every way the poor handmaiden o- the 

Lord to all outward appearance. E. ;he continued to work at 
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her sewing all this time, earning three shillings or a little more a 

week while she gave away the money in fiveGpound notes.

Dt last all her money was gone several years be-ore her death. 

;he -ound hersel- completely dependent upon the Lord, who 

never -orsook her, up to the last moments o- her earthly li-e. !er 

body grew weaker, and she was able to work very little. Eut the 

Lord supplied her with all she needed, although she never asked 

-or anything. Cor instance, a sister in our -ellowship sent her 

all the bread she needed. ;he was -ull o- thanksgiving, always 

praising the Lord.

Dpril 2, 183:. This day was set apart -or prayer and thanksgiving 

-or the opening o- the xrphan !ouse. In the morning, several 

brethren prayed, and brother Araik spoke on the last verses o- 

0sa. 27. I addressed our day and ;unday school children and the 

orphans( and in the evening, we had another prayer meeting. 

;eventeen children are living in the xrphan !ouse.

Hay 1:, 183: Cor several weeks our income has been low. DlG

though I prayed many times that the Lord would enable us to 

pay our tajes, the prayer remained unanswered. The Lord will 

send help by the time it is needed.

xne thing particularly has been a trial to us lately, -ar more 

than our temporal circumstances. "e have scarcely been able 

to relieve the poverty among the poor saints. ;even pounds 

twelve shillings were given to me as my part o- the -reewill 

oWerings through the bojes, and two fiveGpound notes were put 

in yesterdayGone -or brother Araik and one -or me. Thus the 

Lord has again delivered us and answered our prayers, not one 

single boar too late. The tajes are not yet due. Hay !e fill my 

heart with gratitude -or this -resh deliverance. Hay !e enable 

me to trust more in !im and to wait patiently -or !is helpO





Chapter Ten

The Ministry Expands

May 18, 1836. The Lord has crowned the prayers of His 

servant concerning the establishment of an Orphan House 

with great success. My prayer was that He would graciously 

provide a house, either as a loan or as a giF, or that someone 

might be led to pay the rent for one. Iurthermore, k asAed 

that He would give me one thousand pounds for the worA 

and suitable individuals to taAe care of the children. ff day or 

two later, k asAed that He would put it into the hearts of His 

people to send me articles of furniture and some clothes for 

the children.

kn answer to these petitions,  many articles of furniture, 

clothing, and food were sent. ff conditional oVer of a house, 

as a giF, was made, and several individuals oVered to taAe 

care of the children. fiarious sums of money were also given, 

varying from one hundred pounds to a halfpenny. The above 

results have come in answer to prayer, without me asAing 

anyone for one single thing. k did not Aeep silent about our 

needs on account of lacA of conGdence in the brethren or 

because k doubted their love for the Lord, but k wanted to 

see the hand of xod much more clearly.
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k brought even the most minute circumstances concerning the 

Orphan House before the Lord, being conscious of my own 

weaAness and ignorance. One point k had never prayed about, 

however, was for the Lord to send more children. k tooA it for 

granted that there would be plenty of applications.

The appointed time came, and no applications were being 

made. This circumstance led me to bow low before my xod in 

prayer and to eCamine the motives of my heart once more. k 

could still say that His glory was my chief aim that others might 

see it is not a vain thing to trust in the living xod.

jontinuing in prayer, k was at last able to say from my heart that 

k would reBoice in xod being gloriGed in this matter, even if it 

meant bringing the whole plan to nothing. -ut it still seemed 

more glorifying to xod to establish and prosper the Orphan 

House. k then asAed Him heartily to send applications.

k now enBoyed a peaceful state of heart concerning the subBect 

and was also more assured than ever that xod would establish 

the worA. The very neCt day the Grst application was made, and 

within a short time fortyzthree more were received. k rented 

a house, which because of its cheapness and siWe, was very 

suitable.

Se intended to taAe in children from seven to twelve years 

of age. -ut aFer siC applications had been made for children 

between four and siC years, it became a subBect of solemn and 

prayerful consideration whether to accept these children as 

long as there were vacancies. k came at last to the conclusion 

to taAe in the little girls under seven years of age.

ffn Orphan House was needed for male children under seven 

years old also. jlothing was even sent for little boys. Jince the 
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Lord has done far above what k could have eCpected, k decided 

to establish an knfant Orphan House.

'une 3, 1836. Irom May 16 up to this day, k have been conGned to 

the house and a part of the time to my bed because of sicAness. 

fflmost every day during this time, k have been able to write a 

narrative of the LordNs dealings with me. My greatest obBection 

against writing it for publication was a lacA of time. fflow, this 

a4iction leaves my mind free and gives me time because k am 

conGned to the house. k have written over one hundred pages.

'une 12, 1836. This morning we prayed about the schools and 

the circulation of the Jcriptures. -esides asAing for blessings 

upon the worA, we have also asAed the Lord for the Gnances 

we need. The rent for the classrooms will be due on 'uly 1, and 

we need at least forty pounds more to continue the circulation 

of the Jcriptures, to pay the salaries of the teachers, and other 

eCpenses. Se have only about seven pounds for all these needs. 

k also pray for the remainder of the thousand pounds for the 

Orphan House.

'une 51, 1836. The Lord has sent us, through the oVerings last 

weeA, the amount due for the rent of two classrooms. Se even 

have Gve pounds more than is needed. Once more the Lord has 

answered our prayers.

'uly 58, 1836. Se would not have been able to pay the weeAly 

salary of the teachers had not the Lord helped us again today. 

This evening a brother gave eight pounds from a number of 

his worAmen who paid weeAly one penny each of their own 

accord toward our funds. The money had been collecting for 

many months, and, in this our time of need, it had been put into 

the heart of this brother to bring it.
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October 1, 1836. kn dependence upon the Lord alone for supz

port, we hired a brother as a headmaster for a siCth day school. 

On account of the many deliverances which we have had lately, 

we have not hesitated to enlarge the worA and another boysN 

school was greatly needed.

October K, 1836. TwentyzGve pounds was given to me for the 

Jcriptural 9nowledge knstitution. The Lord has already given 

the means of defraying the eCpenses of the new boysN school for 

some months to come.

October 1U, 1836. k have at last employed a sister as matron 

for the knfant Orphan House. Dp to this day, k had never met 

an individual who seemed suitable, although money has been 

available for some time to begin this worA. ffpplications have 

been made for several infant orphans.

October 5K, 1836. -y the Aind hand of xod, we have obtained 

suitable premises for the knfant Orphan House.

fflovember K, 1836. ff brother gave one hundred pounds to pay 

our rent. kn qecember of last year, k had repeatedly asAed the 

Lord to incline the heart of this brother to give one hundred 

pounds. k made note of this prayer in my Bournal on qecember 

15, 183K. On 'anuary 5K, 1836, GFy pounds were promised by 

him, and on fflovember K, GFy pounds more were given. Shen 

k remembered that this prayer had been noted in my Bournal, k 

showed it to the donor. Se reBoiced togetherzhe to have been 

the instrument in giving, and k to have had the re0uest granted.

fflovember 3", 1836. On account of many pressing engagements, 

k have not prayed about the funds for some time. -ut being in 

great need, k was led to earnestly seeA the Lord. kn answer to this 

petition, a brother gave me ten pounds. He had it in his heart 
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for several months to give this sum, but had been Aept from 

it, not having the means. fflow, in our time of great need, the 

Lord furnished him with the means, he used it to help us. 

kn addition to this ten pounds, k received a letter with Gve 

pounds from a sister whom k never saw. Jhe wrote, 7kt has 

been on my mind lately to send you some money, and k feel 

as if there must be some need. k, therefore, send you Gve 

pounds, all k have in the house at this moment.7

qecember 1K, 1836. This day was set apart for prayer and 

thanAsgiving regarding the knfant Orphan House, which was 

opened on fflovember 58. kn the morning we had a prayer 

meeting. kn the aFernoon, besides prayer and thanAsgiving, 

k addressed the 3K" children of our day schools and the 

orphans. qonations of money, food, clothes, booAs, and coal 

were received during the year. fflso, we received oVers of 

free medical care and supplies.

qecember 31, 1836. Se had a prayer meeting to praise the 

Lord for His goodness during the past year and to asA Him 

to continue His favor toward us.

May 18, 183:. JiCtyzfour children now live in the two Orphan 

Houses. Two more are eCpected, and this will Gll the two 

houses.

May 58, 183:. The narrative of some of the LordNs dealings with 

me is now ready to be published. k have asAed the Lord to 

give me what is lacAing of the one thousand pounds. kn my 

own mind, the thing is as good as done, and k have repeatedly 

thanAed xod that He will surely give me every shilling of that 

sum. k earnestly desired that the booA not leave the press until 

every shilling of that sum had been given in answer to prayer. 
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Thus k might have the sweet privilege of bearing my testimoz

ny for xod in this booA.

'une 1K, 183:. k again prayed earnestly for the remainder of 

the thousand pounds. This evening, Gve pounds were given 

so that now the whole sum has been received. Ior the last 

eighteen months and ten days, k have brought this petition 

before xod almost daily. Irom the moment k asAed until 

the Lord granted it fully, k never doubted that He would 

give every shilling of that sum. OFen k praised Him in the 

assurance that He would grant my re0uest. Shen we pray, we 

must believe that we receive according to MarA 11;52, 7Shat 

things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive 

them, and ye shall have them.7

The Lord has listened to my prayers, and k believe He has 

given me a special giF of faith in His promises. ffn Orphan 

House for boys over seven years of age seems greatly needed 

in this city. Sithout it, we would not Anow how to provide 

for the little boys in the knfant Orphan House when they 

are older than seven years. Therefore, k plan to establish an 

Orphan House for about forty boys above seven years of age.

'uly 15, 183:. kt is now three years and four months since -rother 

jraiA and k began to spread the gospel through schools, cirz

culate the Holy Jcriptures, and aid missionaries. Jince then 

we have distributed 2,"3" copies of the JcripturesE four day 

schools for poor children have been established by usE 1,11U 

children have been instructed in the siC day schools, and 3K3 

children are now in those siC day schools. -esides this, a Junday 

school and an adult school have been supplied with all they 

needed. Missionary worA in the Past kndies, northern janada, 

and Purope has been aided. kn addition to this, the Sord of xod 
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has been preached from house to house among the poor 

though the Jcriptural 9nowledge knstitution.

ffugust 1K, 183:. The Grst edition of my booA was published.

ffugust 1:, 183:. Two more children were received into the 

knfant Orphan House. JiCtyzsiC children live in the xirlNs and 

knfantNs Orphan Houses.

Jeptember 5, 183:. k have been looAing for a house for the 

orphan boys these last three days. Pverything else has been 

provided. kn His own time, the Lord will give us a house also.

Jeptember 1U, 183:. kt was particularly impressed on my 

heart that k need more rest although the ministry may suVer. 

ffrrangements should be made so that k may be able to visit 

the brethren more because an unvisited church will sooner 

or later become an unhealthy church. Yastors and fellowzlaz

borers are greatly needed among us.

Jeptember 58, 183:. k have for a long time been too busy. 

flesterday morning k spent about three hours in the vestry of 

xideon chapel to rest and pray. k meant to do the same in 

the aFernoon, but before k could leave the house, someone 

came to talA to me. One person aFer the other came until k 

had to leave. kt has been the same again today.

October 16, 183: Ior a long time -rother jraiA and k have 

realiWed the importance of more pastoral visiting. One of our 

greatest trials is that we have been unable to give more time to 

it. This evening we had a meeting of the two churches. -rother 

jraiA and k and another brother from qevonshire spoAe on the 

importance of pastoral visiting, the obstacles which hindered 
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us, and whether there was any way of removing some of the 

obstacles.

Yastoral visiting is important for many reasons. Satching over 

the saints can help prevent bacAsliding as we counsel them in 

family, business, and spiritual matters. Se want to Aeep up a 

loving and familiar communion with the people.

The particular obstacles in our case are; The large number of 

people who are in communion with us. One hundred would be 

the most we would have strength to visit regularly. -ut there are 

nearly four hundred in fellowship with us.

The distance of the houses of the saints from our own homes. 

Many live more than two miles away.

The LordNs blessing on our labors. fflot one year has passed since 

we have been in -ristol, without more than GFy being added to 

our number. Pach of these people needed to be conversed with 

several times before being admitted into fellowship.

-rother jraiA and k have the responsibility of two churches. fft 

Grst glance, it appears as if the worA is divided, but actually the 

double number of meetings means nearly double the worA.

The care of a large body of believers taAes much more time and 

re0uires much more strength than taAing care of a small body of 

believers.

The position which we have in the church at large brings many 

brethren to us who travel through -ristol. They call on us or 

lodge with us, and we have to give them some of our time.

PCtensive correspondence must be answered every day.
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The physical weaAness of both brother jraiA and me is another 

hindrance. Shen the preaching is doneE when strangers who 

lodge with us are goneE when the calls at our house are overE 

when the necessary letters, however brie?y, are writtenE and 

when the church business is settled, our minds are oFen eCz

hausted.

Pven if we had strength remaining aFer we had taAen care of 

all our other duties, our frame of mind is not always inclined 

toward visiting. ffFer a trying day, one may be Gt for the prayer 

closet, but not for visiting the saints.

Much of my time is taAen up by the Orphan Houses, schools, 

circulation of the Jcriptures, aiding missionary eVorts, and othz

er worA connected with the Jcriptural 9nowledge knstitution.

Shat is to be done under these circumstances! The Lord has 

not laid on us a burden which is too heavy, for He is not a hard 

Master. Yerhaps He does not want us to attempt to visit all the 

saints as much as we believe is necessary.

Se need other pastorsE not nominal pastors, but those whom 

the Lord has called, and to whom He has given a pastorNs 

heart and pastoral giFs. These men may be raised up by the 

Lord from our own number, or the Lord may send them from 

elsewhere.

kn order that time may be saved, it appears wise that the two 

churches, -ethesda and xideon, should be united into one and 

that the number of weeAly meetings should be reduced.

October 51, 183:. Today the Lord has given me a house for 

the Orphan -oys on the same street as the other two Orphan 

Houses.
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qecember 31, 183:. kn review of the year 183:, eightyzone chilz

dren live in the three Orphan Houses, and nine worAers care for 

them. fflinety people daily sit down to the table. Lord, looA on 

the needs of flour servantI

The schools re0uire even more help than before, particularly 

the Junday school in which there are about 35" children. Lord, 

flour servant is a poor man, but k have trusted in flou and made 

my boast in flou before the sons of men. qo not let me fail 

in this worAI Let it not be said all this was mere emotion and 

enthusiasm and will eventually come to nothingI



Chapter Eleven

Persevering Under Trial

January 7, 1838. My general health seems to have improved, but 

this is the ninth's Lord's day that I have been unable to minister 

in the Word. My affliction causes me to be very irritable.

January 15, 1838. My headache has become less severe since 

yesterday aBernoon. fut I am still war wrom being Gell. Hod is 

puriwying me wor kis blessed service, and I Gill soon be restored 

to the GorA. jlso, ke has restored a wervency ow spirit Ghich I 

have noG enSoyed wor the past three days. ke has draGn my soul 

into real communion Gith kimselw and into a holy desire to be 

more conwormed to kis dear !on.

When Hod gives a spirit ow prayer, it is easy to prayP I spent about 

three hours in prayer over 6salms 4" and 45. In rewerence to that 

precious Gord, O( thou that hearest prayerO :6sa. 452)T, I asAed 

the Lord the wolloGing petitions and entreated kim to record 

them in heaven and to ansGer them2 Chat ke Gould give me 

grace to gloriwy kim by a submissive and patient spirit under my 

affliction.

Chat the GorA ow conversion through frother firaiA and myselw 

might not cease but go on as much noG as Ghen Ge Frst came 

to fristol, and even more abundantly than then.
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Chat ke Gould give more spiritual prosperity to the church 

under our care than Ge have as yet enSoyed.

Chat kis rich blessing Gould rest on this little GorA so that many 

may be converted through it and many beneFted by it.

Chat ke Gould bring salvation to all the children under our care.

Chat ke Gould supply the means to carry on these institutions 

and to enlarge them.

I believe Hod has heard my prayers. ke Gill maAe it maniwest in 

kis oGn good time that ke has heard me. I have recorded my 

petitions that Ghen Hod has ansGered them, kis name Gill be 

gloriFed.

January 14, 1838. koG very good is the LordP -ervency ow spirit, 

through kis grace, is continued to me, although this morning, iw 

not wor the help ow Hod, I Gould have lost it again. Che Geather 

has been very cold wor several days, but today I welt it more, due 

to the GeaAness ow my body.

I arose wrom my Anees and stirred the Fre, but I still welt very 

cold. I moved to another part ow the room but welt even colder. 

jt last, having prayed wor some time, I decided to GalA to help 

my circulation.

I entreated the Lord that this circumstance might not rob me 

ow the precious communion I have had Gith kim the last three 

daysNwor this Gas the obSect at Ghich !atan aimed. I also conN

wessed my sin ow irritability on account ow the cold and sought 

to have my conscience cleansed through the blood ow Jesus. ke 

had mercy on me, and my peace Gas restored. When I returned, 

I sought the Lord again in prayer and had uninterrupted comN

munion Gith kim.
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July 1), 1838. Che wunds are noG reduced to about tGenty 

pounds. fut thanAs to the Lord, my waith is stronger than it Gas 

Ghen Ge had a larger sum on hand. Hod has never at any time, 

wrom the beginning ow the GorA, alloGed me to distrust kim. 

xevertheless, real waith is maniwested by prayer. Cherewore, I 

prayed Gith the headmaster ow the foy's (rphan kouse. fesides 

my Giwe and brother firaiA, he is the only person I speaA to about 

our Fnancial status.

While Ge Gere praying, an orphan child wrom -rome Gas 

brought to us. !ome believers sent Fve pounds Gith the child. 

Chus Ge received a timely ansGer to our need. We have given 

permission wor seven children to come in and plan to alloG Fve 

more. jlthough our wunds are loG, Ge trust that Hod Gill meet 

our needs.

July 17 and 18, 1838. Chese tGo days Ge have had tGo special 

prayer meetings, wrom sifl to nine in the evening, to publicly 

commend the foy's (rphan kouse to the Lord. (ur wunds are 

noG very loG. jbout tGenty pounds remain, and in a weG days 

thirty pounds, at least, Gill be needed. fut I purposely avoided 

saying anything about our present needs and only praised Hod 

and spoAe about the abundance Gith Ghich our gracious -ather, 

Othe -ather ow the watherless,O has supplied us. Che hand ow Hod 

Gill be clearly seen Ghen ke sends help.

July )), 1838. I GalAed through our little garden, meditating on 

keb. 1328, OJesus fihrist the same yesterday, and to day, and 

worever.O I meditated on kis unchangeable love, poGer, and 

Gisdom Ghile I prayed about my present spiritual and temporal 

circumstances.

!uddenly, the present need ow the (rphan kouses Gas brought 

to my mind. I said to myselw, OJesus in kis love and poGer has 



THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF GEORGE MULLER82

supplied me Gith Ghat I have needed wor the orphans. In the 

same unchangeable love and poGer, ke Gill provide me Gith 

Ghat I need wor the wuture.O Joy zooded my soul Ghen I reali9ed 

the unchangeableness ow our mighty Lord. jbout one minute 

later, a letter arrived Gith tGenty pounds enclosed.

jugust )E, 1838. !iflteen believers Gere bapti9ed. jmong those 

Gho Gere bapti9ed Gas a brother eightyNwour years old and anN

other over seventy. -or the latter, his believing Giwe had prayed 

thirtyNeight years. jt last the Lord ansGered her prayers wor his 

conversion.

jugust 31, 1838. I have been Gaiting on the Lord wor Fnances 

because the eflpense reports wrom the Hirl's (rphan kouse have 

arrived, and there is no money available to pay wor houseAeepN

ing. fut the Lord has not yet sent help. When the matron called 

today wor money, one ow the laborers gave her tGo pounds ow his 

oGn.

!eptember 1, 1838. Che Lord in kis Gisdom and love has not yet 

sent help. Where it comes wrom is not my concern. fut I believe 

Hod Gill, in due time, send help. kis hour is not yet come. Chis 

is the most trying time that I have had in the ministry concerning 

Fnances. fut I AnoG that I Gill yet praise the Lord wor kis help.

!eptember 5, 1838. (ur hour ow trial continues. Che Lord merN

ciwully has given enough to supply our daily necessities. fut ke 

gives by the day noG, and almost by the hour, as Ge need it. 

xothing came in yesterday. I sought the Lord again and again, 

both yesterday and today, and it seems that ke is saying, OMy 

hour is not yet come.O

I have waith in Hod. I believe that ke Gill surely send help. Many 

pounds are needed Githin a weG days, and there is not a penny 
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in hand. Chis morning tGo pounds Gere given wor the present 

needs by one ow the laborers in the GorA.

ffivening. Che Lord sent help to encourage me to continue to 

Gait on kim and to trust in kim. js I Gas praying this aBernoon, 

I welt wully assured that the Lord Gould send help. I praised kim 

bewore I saG the ansGer and asAed kim to encourage our hearts, 

especially that ke Gould not alloG my waith to wail.

j weG minutes aBer I had prayed, the headmaster brought more 

than wour pounds Ghich had come in by several small donations. 

ComorroG the account booAs Gill be brought wrom the Inwant 

(rphan kouse, and money must be advanced wor houseAeeping. 

I thought wor a moment it might be a good idea to Aeep three 

pounds ow this money wor that purpose. fut it occurred to me imN

mediately, O!u;cient unto the day is the evil thereowO :MattheG 

423"T. Che Lord can provide by tomorroG much more than I 

needq and I, therewore, sent three pounds to one ow the sisters 

Ghose Yuarterly salary Gas due. Che remainder Gent to the 

foy's (rphan kouse wor houseAeeping. Chus I am still penniless. 

My hope is in Hod, and ke Gill provide.

!eptember 4, 1838. Che account booAs Gere brought wrom the 

Inwant (rphan kouse, and the matron asAed Ghen money Gould 

be advanced wor houseAeeping. I said, OComorroG,O although 

I did not have a single penny in hand. jbout an hour later, 

the headmaster sent me a note saying that he had received 

one pound this morning and that last evening another brother 

sent tGentyNnine pounds ow salt, wortyNwour do9en onions, and 

tGentyNsifl pounds ow grain.

!eptember 7, 1838. Che time had come to send money to the 

Inwant (rphan kouse, but the Lord had not sent any more. I 

gave the pound Ghich had come in yesterday and tGo shillings 
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and tGo pence. Ghich had been put into the bofl in my house, 

trusting the good Lord to send in more.

!eptember 8, 1838. My gracious Lord has not sent me help 

yet. ?esterday and today I have been pleading Gith Hod, giving 

reasons Ghy ke Gould be pleased to send help. Che arguments 

Ghich I used are2 I began the GorA wor the glory ow Hod that there 

might be visible proow ow Hod supplying, in ansGer to prayer 

only, the necessities ow the orphans. ke is the living Hod and 

eager to ansGer prayer.

Hod is the O-ather ow the watherless,O and as their -ather, ke 

should be pleased to provide. :!ee 6sa. 4825.T

I have received the children in the name ow Jesus. Cherewore, 

ke, in these children, has been received, wed, and clothed. :!ee 

MarA E234N37.T

Che waith ow many ow the children ow Hod has been strengthened 

by this GorA. Iw Hod Githheld the means wor the wuture, those 

Gho are GeaA in waith Gould be discouraged. Iw the ministry Gas 

continued, their waith might still wurther be strengthened.

Many enemies Gould laugh iw the Lord Githheld supplies and 

say, OWe AneG that this enthusiasm Gould come to nothing.O

Many ow the children ow Hod, Gho are uninstructed or in a carnal 

state, Gould weel JustiFed to continue their alliance Gith the 

Gorld in their ministries. Chey Gould continue in their unscripN

tural proceedings to raise money iw ke did not help me.

Hod AnoGs that I cannot provide wor these children in my oGn 

strength. Cherewore, ke Gould not alloG this burden to lie on me 

long Githout sending help. My welloGNlaborers in the ministry 

also trust in kim.
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I Gould have to dismiss the children wrom under our scriptural 

instruction to their wormer companions iw ke does not help me.

ke could prove Grong those Gho said, OIn the beginning supN

plies might be eflpected Ghile the ministry is neG, but aBer a 

Ghile, people Gill lose interest and stop supporting it.O

Iw ke did not provide, hoG could I eflplain the many remarAable 

ansGers to prayer Ghich ke had given to me previously Ghich 

have shoGn me that this GorA is ow Hod0

In some small measure I noG understand the meaning ow that 

Gord, OhoG long,O Ghich wreYuently occurs in the prayers ow the 

6salms. fut even noG, by the grace ow Hod, my eyes are on kim 

only, and I believe that ke Gill send help.

!eptember 1D, 1838. Monday morning. xo money came in either 

!aturday or yesterday. Che matter has noG become a solemn 

crisis. We called the brothers and sisters together wor prayer, and 

I eflplained our situation. Uespite this trial ow waith, I still believe 

Hod Gill help us. xothing should be purchased that Ge cannot 

pay wor, and the children should never lacA nourishing wood 

and Garm clothing. We discussed Ghat unnecessary possessions 

could be sold.

j weG hours later, nine sifl pence Gere anonymously put into the 

bofl at Hideon fihapel. Chis money seemed liAe a promise that 

Hod Gould have compassion and send more. jbout ten o'clocA, 

Ghile I Gas again in prayer wor help, a sister gave tGo sovereigns 

to my Giwe wor the orphans. !he welt she had already delayed 

too long. j weG minutes later, she gave me tGo sovereigns more. 

!he did all this Githout AnoGing anything about our need. Chus 

the Lord most merciwully has sent us a little help and greatly 

encouraged my waith.
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!eptember 1), 1838. Che trial still continues. (nly nine shillings 

came in today, given by one ow the laborers. In the midst ow this 

great trial ow waith, the Lord merciwully Aeeps me in great peace. 

ke also alloGs me to see that our labor is not in vain. ?esterday 

one ow the orphans died Gho Gas only about nine years old. !he 

had come to AnoG Jesus several months bewore her death.

!eptember 13, 1838. xo help has come yet. Chis morning I told 

the brothers and sisters about the state ow the wunds. We prayed 

together and had a very happy meeting. (ne ow the sisters told 

me not to trouble myselw about her salary because she did not 

Gant any wor a year.

!eptember 1", 1838. I met again Gith the brothers and sisters 

wor prayer because the Lord has not sent help. jBer prayer one 

ow the laborers gave me all the money he had, siflteen shillings, 

saying that it Gould not be right to pray iw he did not give Ghat 

he had.

Rp to this day, the matrons ow the three houses had been in the 

habit ow paying the baAers and the milAman GeeAly. !ometimes 

Ge paid the butcher and grocer this Gay, too. fut noG, since the 

Lord provides wor us by the day, Ge consider it Grong to go on 

any longer in this Gay, as the GeeA's payment might come due, 

and Ge Gould have no money to meet it.

We Gant to act according to the commandment ow the Lord, 

O(Ge no man anythingO :Jom. 1328T. !ince the Lord gives us our 

supplies daily, Ge purpose to pay wor every article Ghen it is 

purchased. We Gill never buy anything unless Ge can pay wor it 

at once, hoGever much it may seem to be needed.

!eptember 15, 1838. We met again this morning wor prayer. Hod 

comworts our hearts, and Ge are looAing wor kis help. ffinough 
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provisions remain wor today and tomorroG, but there is no monN

ey on hand to buy bread. Uuring the day enough money came in, 

and Ge Gere able to buy the usual Yuantity ow bread and have 

some money leB. May Hod be praised, Gho gave us grace to 

decide not to buy anything wor Ghich Ge cannot pay at onceP We 

thanAwully tooA this money out ow our -ather's hands as proow 

that ke still cares wor us. In kis oGn time, ke Gill send us larger 

sums.





Chapter Twelve

Trusting God for Every 
Need

September 16, 1838. Lord's day anerWooW. ge met aiafW to pray 

uor slpphfes uor tce orpcaWs. ge are at peaGe, aWd olr cope fs 

fW Hod. we vfhh cehp ls ahtcolic oWhy oWe scfhhfWi cas Gome fW 

sfWGe hast e7eWfWi.

September 1T, 1838. Ice trfah GoWtfWles. xt fs Wov more tryfWi to 

olr uaftc eaGc day, blt x am slre Hod vfhh seWd cehp, fu ve vaft. 

Se7erah peophe ia7e ls a uev scfhhfWis vcfGc eWabhed ls to pay 

tce GlrreWt ekpeWses aWd to plrGcase pro7fsfoWs so tcat WotcfWi 

fW aWy vay cas beeW haGMfWi.

Py uaftc vas trfed beGalse ou tce hoWi dehay ou harier slms 

GomfWi. gceW x veWt to tce SGrfptlres uor Gomuort, my solh 

vas ireathy reuresced by 9sa. 3-. x veWt Gceerulhhy to meet vftc 

my dear uehhovNhaborers uor prayer, read tcem tce 9sahm, aWd 

eWGolraie tcem vftc tce preGfols promfses GoWtafWed fW ft.

September 18, 1838. ge reGef7ed oWe polWd efict scfhhfWis to 

bly tce meat aWd bread vcfGc vas Weeded, a hftthe tea uor oWe ou 

tce colses, aWd mfhM uor ahhNWo more tcaW tcfs fs Weeded. Icls 
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tce Lord cas pro7fded Wot oWhy uor tcfs day, blt tcere fs moWey 

uor bread uor tce Wekt tvo days. !ov, cove7er, ve are fW dfre 

strafts aiafW. Ice ulWds are ekcalsted. Ice haborers vco cad a 

hftthe moWey ca7e if7eW tcefr hast scfhhfWis.

!ov obser7e cov tce Lord cehped lsA B hady urom LoWdoW 

brolict a parGeh vftc moWey aWd reWted a room Wekt door to tce 

Ooys' firpcaW wolse. Icfs anerWooW sce brolict me tce moWey 

vcfGc amolWted to tcree polWds tvo scfhhfWis aWd sfkpeWGe. 

ge vere at tce pofWt ou sehhfWi tcese tcfWis vcfGc Golhd be 

spared, blt tcfs morWfWi x asMed tce Lord to pro7fde uor ls fW 

aWotcer vay.

Ice moWey cad beeW Wear tce firpcaW wolses uor se7erah days 

vftcolt befWi if7eW. Icat pro7ed to me tcat ft vas fW tce ceart 

ou Hod urom tce beifWWfWi to cehp ls. Olt beGalse we dehficts 

fW tce prayers ou wfs GcfhdreW, we ahhoved ls to pray so hoWi. 

filr trfed uaftc made tce aWsver mlGc sveeter.

x blrst fWto hold prafse aWd tcaWMs tce 2rst momeWt x vas ahoWe. 

x met vftc my uehhovNhaborers aiafW tcfs e7eWfWi uor prayer aWd 

prafse, aWd tcefr cearts vere ireathy Gceered. Icfs moWey vfhh 

easfhy pro7fde uor ahh tcat vfhh be Weeded tomorrov.

September DD, 1838. Ootc yesterday aWd today ve ca7e assemN

bhed uor prayer aWd prafse. ge are fW Wo fmmedfate Weed, blt 

oW tce D-tc, tce reWt ou tce tcree firpcaW wolses vfhh be dle. 

Py Gomuort fs fW tce hf7fWi Hod. ffilrfWi tcfs veeM we cehped me 

fW slGc a remarMabhe vay tcat ft volhd ca7e beeW dolbhy sfWulh 

Wot to ca7e trlsted fW wfm uor cehp lWder tcfs uresc dfjGlhty. !o 

moWey Game fW tcfs morWfWi. Bbolt tvo, tce lslah tfme vceW 

tce teaGcers are pafd, a so7erefiW vas if7eW vcfGc partfahhy pafd 

tce veeMhy teaGcer's saharfes. x uolWd tcat tce ceadmaster cad 

reGef7ed a so7erefiW fW tce morWfWi. Oy tcfs so7erefiW, toietcer 
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vftc tce oWe x cad reGef7ed 5lst at tce momeWt vceW ft vas 

Weeded, ve vere cehped tcrolic tcfs day.

September Dq, 1838. ge stfhh meet uor dafhy prayer. xW uolr days 

tce reWt uor tce firpcaW wolses vfhh be dle, aWd ve ca7e WotcfWi 

uor ft. Bhso tce colseMeepfWi moWey fW tce tcree colses fs ioWe 

aiafW. Pay tce Lord ca7e GompassfoW oW ls aWd GoWtfWle to 

cehp lsA

September D-, 1838. 9rayer cas beeW made uor se7erah days 

GoWGerWfWi tce reWt vcfGc fs dle today. x ca7e beeW ekpeGtfWi 

tce moWey, ahtcolic x dfd Wot MWov vcere a scfhhfWi vas to 

Gome urom. Icfs morWfWi tce ceadmaster Gahhed oW me, aWd 

ve prayed toietcer urom teW lWtfh a Flarter to tveh7e. Iveh7e 

o'GhoGM strlGM, tce tfme vceW tce reWt scolhd ca7e beeW pafd, 

blt Wo moWey cad beeW seWt. Cor some days x ca7e repeatedhy 

cad a mfsif7fWi, vcetcer tce Lord mfict Wot aWsver ls, fW order 

tcat ve volhd beifW to set moWey asfde dafhy uor tce reWt.

Icfs fs oWhy tce seGoWd Gomphete uafhlre ou aWsver to prayer 

fW tce mfWfstry dlrfWi tce past uolr years aWd sfk moWtcs. Ice 

2rst vas abolt tce cahuNyearhy reWt ou JastheNHreeW Ghassrooms 

dle Ylhy 1, 183T, vcfGc cad Gome fW oWhy fW part by tcat tfme. x 

am Wov ulhhy GoW7fWGed tcat tce reWt scolhd be plt asfde dafhy 

or veeMhy as Hod prospers ls, fW order tcat tce vorM, e7eW fW 

tcfs pofWt, may be a testfmoWy. Pay tce Lord cehp ls to aGt 

aGGordfWihy, aWd may we merGfulhhy seWd fW tce moWey to pay 

tce reWtA

fiGtober D, 1838. Ice Lord cas deaht most bolWtfulhhy vftc ls 

dlrfWi tce hast tcree daysA Cf7e polWds Game fW uor tce orpcaWs. 

fic, cov MfWd fs tce LordA 0esterday, more Game fW aWd deurayed 

tce colseMeepfWi ekpeWses. Ice Lord ahso cehped me to pay tce 

reWt.
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fiGtober -, 1838. Ioday ve vere brolict hover tcaW e7er. Ice 

moWey uor mfhM fW oWe ou tce colses vas pro7fded by a haborer 

sehhfWi oWe ou cfs booMs. Ice matroWs fW tce Ooys' firpcaW wolse 

cad tvo scfhhfWis hen tcfs morWfWi. ge vere voWderfWi vcetcer 

to bly bread vftc ft or more meat uor dfWWer vceW tce baMer hen 

se7eWtyN27e hoa7es ou bread as a ifn.

fiGtober 1", 1838. Ice Goah fW tce xWuaWt firpcaW wolse fs ioWe, 

aWd tcere fs hftthe more fW tce otcer tvo colses. Bhso, tce medfN

GfWe fs Wearhy ahh ioWe. ge ca7e asMed tce Lord uor uresc slpphfes.

fiGtober 11, 1838. Ice KCatcer ou tce uatcerhessK cas aiafW scovW 

wfs Gare uor ls. BW orpcaW urom ffie7oWscfre arrf7ed hast e7eWfWi. 

gftc cer vas seWt some moWey aWd sfh7er artfGhes tcat ve sohd 

uor sfkteeW polWds. Icls ve vere cehped tcrolic tce cea7y 

ekpeWses ou tce uohhovfWi days. 

fiGtober 1D, 1838. Se7eW brotcers aWd sfsters vere added to ls 

fW uehhovscfp. Pay tce Lord seWd cehpers uor tce vorMA

fiGtober 1q, 1838. x MWev tcat moWey volhd be Weeded tcfs 

morWfWi uor maWy tcfWis fW tce firpcaW wolses, aWd my ceart 

vas tcereuore hfned lp fW prayer to tce Lord. Ylst vceW x vas 

iofWi to meet my uehhovNhaborers uor prayer, se7erah polWds 

arrf7ed. ge vere abhe to plrGcase medfGfWe aWd a toW ou Goah. 

!ov, cove7er, ve mlst depeWd oW tce ho7e ou olr Lord uor ulrN

tcer slpphfes beGalse tcere fs WotcfWi fW caWd, aWd tce haborers 

do Wot ca7e aWy more ou tcefr ovW to if7e.

fiGtober D-, 1838. Ice Lord cas aiafW if7eW ls tcfs day olr dafhy 

bread, ahtcolic fW tce morWfWi tcere vas Wot tce heast prospeGt 

ou obtafWfWi slpphfes. ge are trlstfWi fW Hod day by day. we 

meets olr Weeds uaftculhhy fW so maWy vays as ve vaft patfeWthy 

lpoW wfm. filr Weeds are ireat, blt wfs cehp fs ahso ireat.
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!o7ember 1", 1838. Bhh seemed to be darM at tce beifWWfWi 

ou tcfs day. Olt tce Lord cas eWabhed ls to meet ahh 2WaWGfah 

demaWds. fiWe more veeM cas eWded, aWd ve ca7e beeW abhe 

to slpphy tce Weeds ou WfWetyNse7eW peophe fW tce firpcaW 

wolses, vftcolt iofWi fWto debt.

!o7ember D1, 1838. !ot e7eW a sfWihe cahupeWWy vas hen fW 

tce tcree colses. !e7ertcehess, ve cad a iood dfWWer, aWd by 

scarfWi olr bread, ve made ft tcrolic tcfs day ahso. gceW x 

hen tce brotcers aWd sfsters aner prayer, x tohd tcem ve mlst 

vaft uor cehp aWd see cov tce Lord volhd dehf7er ls tcfs tfme. 

x vas slre ou cehp, blt ve vere fWdeed fW aWotcer serfols 

sftlatfoW.

gceW x hen tce meetfWi, x ueht tcat x Weeded more ekerGfse 

so x vahMed come a hoWier vay. Bbolt tveWty yards urom my 

colse, x met a brotcer vco vahMed baGM vftc me. Bner a hftthe 

GoW7ersatfoW, ce ia7e me teW polWds to pro7fde tce poor 

safWts vftc Goah, bhaWMets, aWd varm GhotcfWi. we ahso ia7e 27e 

polWds uor tce orpcaWs aWd 27e polWds uor tce otcer Weeds ou 

tce SGrfptlrah 4Wovhedie xWstftltfoW. Ice brotcer cad Gome 

to see me tvfGe vcfhe x vas avay at tce firpcaW wolse. wad x 

beeW oWe cahu mfWlte hater, x volhd ca7e mfssed cfm. Olt tce 

Lord MWev olr Weed, aWd tcereuore ahhoved me to meet cfm.

!o7ember D(, 1838. Icfs cas beeW a 7ery remarMabhe day. ge 

cad hftthe moWey fW caWd tcfs morWfWi, aWd se7erah polWds vere 

Weeded. Olt Hod, vco fs rfGc fW merGy aWd vcose gord posfN

tf7ehy deGhares tcat WoWe vco trlst fW wfm vfhh be dfsappofWted, 

cas cehped ls tcrolic tcfs day ahso. gcfhe x vas fW prayer abolt 

tce ulWds, x vas fWuormed tcat a ieWthemaW cad Gahhed to see me. 

we fWuormed me tcat a hady ordered tcree saGMs ou potatoes to 

be seWt to tce firpcaW wolses. Icey Golhd Wot ca7e Gome at a 
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better tfmeA Icfs vas aW eWGolraiemeWt to me to GoWtfWle to 

ekpeGt cehp.

!o7ember D8, 1838. Icfs fs percaps tce most remarMabhe day as 

yetA gceW x vas fW prayer tcfs morWfWi, x 2rmhy behfe7ed tcat 

tce Lord volhd seWd cehp, ahtcolic ahh seemed darM to Watlrah 

appearaWGes. Bt tveh7e o'GhoGM x met as lslah vftc tce brotcers 

aWd sfsters uor prayer. fiWhy oWe scfhhfWi cad Gome fW, aWd ahh 

blt tvo peWGe cad ahready beeW speWt. x uolWd tcat ve cad 

e7erytcfWi WeGessary uor tce dfWWer fW tce tcree colses, blt 

Weftcer fW tce xWuaWt's Wor fW tce Ooys' firpcaW wolse vas tcere 

eWolic bread uor tea or moWey to bly mfhM. ge lWfted fW prayer, 

hea7fWi tce sftlatfoW fW tce caWds ou tce Lord.

gcfhe ve prayed, tcere vas a MWoGM at tce door, aWd oWe ou tce 

sfsters veWt olt. Bner tce tvo bretcreW aWd x cad prayed ahold, 

ve GoWtfWled uor a vcfhe sfheWthy fW prayer. x vas hfnfWi lp my 

ceart to tce Lord, asMfWi wfm to maMe a vay uor olr esGape. x 

asMed wfm fu tcere vas aWy otcer tcfWi vcfGc x Golhd do vftc a 

iood GoWsGfeWGe, besfdes vaftfWi oW wfm, so tcat ve mfict ca7e 

uood uor tce GcfhdreW.

Bt hast ve rose urom olr MWees. x safd, KHod vfhh slrehy seWd cehp.K 

Ice vords cad Wot Flfte passed o7er my hfps vceW x sav a hetter 

hyfWi oW tce tabhe, vcfGc cad beeW brolict vcfhe ve vere fW 

prayer. xt GoWtafWed teW polWds uor tce orpcaWs.

Last e7eWfWi a brotcer asMed me vcetcer tce moWey fW caWd 

uor tce orpcaWs volhd be as harie tcfs tfme, vceW tce aGGolWts 

volhd be Ghosed, as ft vas tce hast tfme. Py aWsver vas tcat 

ft volhd be as ireat as tce Lord pheased. Ice Wekt morWfWi, 

tcfs brotcer vas mo7ed to seWd teW polWds uor tce orpcaWs 

vcfGc arrf7ed aner x cad hen my colse, aWd vcfGc, oW aGGolWt 

ou olr Weed, vas uorvarded fmmedfatehy to me. we ahso seWt 
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teW polWds to be df7fded betveeW Orotcer JrafM aWd me to 

plrGcase Wev Ghotces.

!o7ember D-, 1838. Ice Lord cas ireathy bhessed olr meetN

fWis uor prayer. ge pray mlGc uor tce GcfhdreW fW tce firpcaW 

wolses, fW tce day sGcoohs, aWd fW tce SlWday sGcooh. ge 

ahso pray uor olrseh7es aWd uor tce teaGcers tcat iraGe may 

be if7eW to ls to vahM beuore tce GcfhdreW aWd to deah, vftc 

tcem fW slGc a vay tcat tce Lord may be ihorf2ed. ge ahso 

fWterGede uor tce behfe7ers vftc vcom ve are fW uehhovscfp 

aWd uor tce JclrGc at harie. ge espeGfahhy pray tcat olr vorM 

may head tce JclrGc to a more sfmphe GoW2deWGe aWd trlst 

fW tce Lord.

Icese meetfWis ca7e Wot beeW fW 7afW. Larier doWatfoWs ou 

2ny aWd oWe clWdred polWds Game fW. fiWe sfster tohd ls tcat 

sce ia7e fW obedfeWGe to sGrfptlrah ekcortatfoWsNKwa7fWi 

uood aWd rafmeWt het ls be tcerevftc GoWteWtK :1 Ifm. 6)8;. 

KSehh tcat ye ca7e, aWd if7e ahmsE pro7fde yolrseh7es bais 

vcfGc vak Wot ohd, a treaslre fW tce cea7eWs tcat uafhetc 

Wot, vcere Wo tcfeu approaGcetc, Weftcer motc GorrlptetcK 

:LlMe 1D)33;. KLay Wot lp uor yolrseh7es treaslres lpoW eartc, 

vcere motc aWd rlst dotc Gorrlpt, aWd vcere tcfe7es breaM 

tcrolic aWd steah) Olt hay lp uor yolrseh7es treaslres fW cea7N

eW, vcere Weftcer motc Wor rlst dotc Gorrlpt, aWd vcere 

tcfe7es do Wot breaM tcrolic Wor steahK :Patt. 6)1-ND";.

Cfny polWds ca7e beeW if7eW uor tce sGcooh, Ofbhe, aWd mfsN

sfoWary ulWd. ge volhd Wot order more Ofbhes lWtfh ve cad tce 

meaWs to pay uor tcem. ge repeatedhy prayed GoWGerWfWi tcfs 

Weed uor Ofbhes. ge ahso asMed Hod to slpphy ls ablWdaWthy, 

fu ft vas wfs vfhh, tcat at tce plbhfG meetfWis ve mfict be abhe 

to speaM aiafW ou Hod's iraGfols pro7fsfoW. fitcervfse, ft mfict 
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appear tcat ve cad sGcedlhed tce meetfWi uor tce saMe ou tehhfWi 

peophe abolt olr po7erty, aWd tcls fWdlGe tcem to if7e.

ffieGember 11, 1D, aWd 13, 1838. fiW tce e7eWfWis ou tcese hast 

tcree days, ve cehd plbhfG meetfWis. x ia7e aW aGGolWt ou tce 

Lord's deahfWi vftc ls fW tce firpcaW wolses aWd tce SGrfptlrah 

4Wovhedie xWstftltfoW. OeGalse tce vorM, partfGlharhy tcat ou 

tce firpcaW wolses, vas beilW uor tce beWe2t ou tce JclrGc at 

harie, ve behfe7ed tcat urom tfme to tfme ft scolhd be plbhfGhy 

stated cov tce Lord cas deaht vftc ls. fiW ffieGember -, tce tcfrd 

year vas Gompheted sfWGe tce beifWWfWi ou tce orpcaW mfWfstry. 

Icereuore, tcfs seemed to be a slftabhe tfme uor ca7fWi tcese 

meetfWis.

9reseWthy a SlWday sGcooh fs slpported by tce SGrfptlrah 4WovhN

edie xWstftltfoW vcfGc teaGces (63 GcfhdreW. Icfs part ou tce 

vorM Gahhs uor partfGlhar tcaWMsif7fWi. ffilrfWi tcese hast eficteeW 

moWtcs, tce Wlmber ou tce GcfhdreW fs Wearhy tcree tfmes as ireat 

as ft lsed to be. Cf7e ou tce sGcohars ca7e beeW GoW7erted vftcfW 

tce hast tvo years aWd are Wov fW uehhovscfp vftc tce GclrGc. 

Icree ou tcem are Wov teaGcers fW tce sGcooh.

fi7er 1D" adlhts ca7e beeW fWstrlGted, aWd tveh7e ca7e beeW 

talict to read. Ice xWstftltfoW eWtfrehy slpported se7erah day 

sGcoohs uor poor GcfhdreWNtcree uor boys aWd tcree uor ifrhs. Ice 

Wlmber ou ahh tce GcfhdreW tcat ca7e cad sGcoohfWi fW tce day 

sGcoohs tcrolic tce xWstftltfoW fs 1,q3(. xW tce sfk sGcoohs, ve 

ca7e 3(D GcfhdreW.

ffilrfWi tce hast tvo years ve GfrGlhated 1,88( Gopfes ou tce 

SGrfptlres fW GoWWeGtfoW vftc tce xWstftltfoW, aWd sfWGe tce 

beifWWfWi ou tce vorM, q,"T8 Gopfes. PfssfoWary vorM cas beeW 

slpported ahso.
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?fictyNsfk orpcaWs hf7e fW tce tcree colses. Ice Wlmber ou 

orpcaWs vco ca7e beeW lWder olr Gare urom Bprfh 11, 1836, 

to ffieGember -, 1838, amolWts to 11".

ffieGember 16, 1838. B paper vas aWoWymolshy phaGed fWto 

tce bok at Oetcesda Jcapeh GoWtafWfWi uolr polWds teW 

scfhhfWis. xW tce paper vas vrftteW, KCor tce reWt ou tce firN

pcaW wolses urom ffieGember 1" to ffieGember 31, 1838.K

Kfi taste aWd see tcat tce Lord fs iood) bhessed fs tce maW 

tcat trlstetc fW cfmAK :9sa. 3()8;. Ice fWdf7fdlah vco ia7e tcfs 

uolr polWds teW scfhhfWis uor tce reWt ou tce firpcaW wolses 

deGfded to if7e reilharhy, blt aWoWymolshy, oWe polWd teW 

scfhhfWis e7ery veeM vcfGc vas ekaGthy tce slm reFlfred uor 

tce reWt ou tcose tcree colses. Icls tce Lord revarded olr 

obedfeWGe.

ffieGember D", 1838. Ice ekpeWses uor tce orpcaWs ca7e beeW 

more tcaW uortyNse7eW polWds vftcfW tce hast sfk days, aWd 

oWhy a hftthe abo7e tcfrteeW polWds cas Gome fW. ge are aiafW 

7ery hov fW ulWds.

x ia7e mysehu tcfs morWfWi to prayer. Bbolt a Flarter ou aW 

colr anervard N x reGef7ed tcree polWds, tce paymeWt ou a 

vfhh hen by a sfster vco dfed se7erah moWtcs aio.

ffieGember DD, 1838. B sohemW day. x reGef7ed vord tcat my 

brotcer dfed oW fiGtober T. KScahh Wot tce Yldie ou ahh tce 

eartc do rfictFK :HeW. 18)Dq;. Icfs mlst be tce Gomuort to 

tce behfe7er at slGc a tfme, aWd ft fs my Gomuort Wov. x MWov 

tcat tce Lord fs ihorf2ed fW my brotcer, vcate7er cfs eWd cas 

beeW. Pay tce Lord maMe tcfs e7eWt a hastfWi bhessfWi to me, 

espeGfahhy fW headfWi me to earWest prayer uor my uatcerA
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ffieGember 31, 1838. ge ca7e cad maWy ekpeWses dlrfWi tce past 

year, blt dlrfWi Wo perfod ou my hfue cas tce Lord so rfGchy 

slpphfed me. Irlhy, ft mlst be ob7fols to ahh tcat x ser7e a MfWd 

Paster. xt fs by uar best to aGt aGGordfWi to tce vfhh ou tce Lord 

GoWGerWfWi temporah tcfWisA



Chapter Thirteen

Asking and Receiving

January 1, 2, and 3, 1839. We have had three special prayer 

meetings these three days. The year began with blessings. In the 

first hour of the year, two pounds seven shillings came in for the 

orphans. The money was given aDer our usual prayer meeting 

on 0ecember 31, which lasted from seven in the evening until 

aDer midnight.

January 2", 1839. Y-e have the poor with you always, and when(

soever ye will ye may do them goodY Mkar4 1:7)L. The Hord 

spo4e these words to Gis disciples, who were themselves very 

poor, implying that the children of Aod have power with Aod to 

bring temporal blessings upon poor saints or poor unbelievers 

through prayer. xccordingly, I have been led to as4 the Hord for 

means to assist poor saints, and Ge has stirred Gis children to 

trust me with money for that purpose.

Therefore, I had been praying again for means to more effi(

tensively assist the poor saints in communion with us. kany 

of them are not merely tried by the usual temporal diffculties 

arising from winter, but especially from the high price of bread. 

This evening the Hord has given me the answer to my prayer. 

When I came home from the meeting, found a brother at my 
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house who oFered to give me ten pounds a wee4 for twelve 

wee4s to provide the poor saints with coal, clothing, and bread.

Cebruary ), 1839. This day has been one of the most remar4able 

days concerning the funds. There was no money on hand, and 

I was waiting on Aod. I as4ed Gim repeatedly, but no sup(

plies came. The headmaster called to tell me that one pound 

two shilling was needed to buy bread for the three houses 

and to meet the other effipenses. Ge then leD for qliDon to 

ma4e arrangements to receive the three orphans of a sister who 

passed away on the :th. xlthough we have no funds on hand, the 

wor4 goes on, and our confidence is not diminished. I re'uested 

him to call, on his way bac4 from qliDon, to see whether the 

Hord had sent any money in the meantime. When he returned, I 

had received nothing, but one of the laborers gave five shillings 

of his own.

xt four oOcloc4 I wondered how the sisters had gotten through 

the day. I went to the AirlsO Brphan Gouse to meet for prayer and 

found that a boffi had come for me from Sarnstable. The delivery 

fee was paid, otherwise there would have been no money to pay 

for it. !ee how the HordOs hand is in the smallest matters5 The 

boffi was opened, and it contained more than fourteen pounds 

for the orphans and for the Sible Cund. Sesides this, there were 

four yards of cloth, three pairs of new shoes, two pairs of new 

soc4s, siffi boo4s for sale, a gold pencil(case, two gold rings, two 

gold earrings, a nec4lace, and a silver pencil(case.

karch N, 1839. !everal pounds were needed again. Sesides the 

daily provisions, the coal was low, the medical supplies in two 

houses were effihausted, and there were only five shillings in 

hand. While I was in prayer this morning, I received a chec4 for 

seven pounds ten shillings.
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karch 23, 1839. Sy means of several donations I am able both to 

meet the remaining effipenses of this wee4 and also to pay fiDeen 

pounds which still remain due for the salaries. ky fellow(labor(

ers never as4 me for anything and are willing to part with money 

or anything else in the hour of need. ;evertheless, I as4ed the 

Hord about this fre'uently, and Ge has now granted my re'uest.

xpril 13, 1839. I conversed with another of the orphans who has 

wal4ed consistently with the Hord for many months. Tomorrow 

she will be united with the saints in communion.

xpril 1:, 1839. x poor brother with a large family and small 

wages saved the money given to him by his boss for beer. This 

brother, who was converted about five years ago, used to be 

a notorious drun4ard. When the money accumulated to one 

pound, he donated it to the orphans.

July 1N, 1839. Two pounds seven shillings was needed for the 

orphans, but we had nothing. I had no idea how to obtain the 

means for dinner and for our other needs. ky heart was perfect(

ly at peace and sure of help. That aDernoon I received a letter 

from India, written in kay, with fiDy pounds for the orphans. I 

had said last !aturday that we could use fiDy pounds because the 

salaries of all my fellow(laborers are due, medical supplies are 

gone, provisions are effihausted, articles of clothing are needed, 

and wool yarn is needed for the boys to go on with their 4nitting.

xugust 22, 1839. In my morning wal4, when I was reminding the 

Hord of our need, I felt assured that Ge would send help this day. 

ky assurance sprang from our need, for there seemed no way 

to get through the day without help being sent. xDer brea4fast I 

considered what might be sold for money for the dear children. 

Sut all seemed not nearly enough to meet the re'uirements of 

the day.
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In our deep poverty, aDer I had gathered together a few 

things for sale, a sister who earns her living by the labor of her 

hands brought eighty(two pounds. This sister was convinced 

that believers in our Hord Jesus should act out Gis com(

mandments7 Y!ell that ye have, and give almsY MHu4e 12733L6 

YHay not up for yourselves treasures upon earthY Mkatt. z719L. 

xccordingly, she drew her money out of the ban4 and stoc4s, 

two hundred and fiDy pounds, and brought it to me at three 

diFerent times for the benefit of the orphans, the Sible, 

missionary, and school funds, and the poor saints.

xbout two months ago she brought me one hundred pounds 

more  aDer  she  had  sold  some  other  possessions.  The 

eighty(two pounds she brought today is from the sale of her 

last earthly possession. !he never effipressed the least regret 

for the step she too4, but went on 'uietly laboring with her 

hands to earn her daily living.

!eptember :, 1839. I have been led to pray whether it is the 

HordOs will that I leave Sristol for a season. Cor the last two 

wee4s I have suFered from severe indigestion, and my whole 

system is wea4ened. Two hindrances stand in the way(lac4 

of money for the orphans and for my own personal effipenses. 

Today I received a chec4 for seven pounds ten shillings for 

the orphans, which came at an efficellent time. xlso four 

pounds have come in since the day before yesterday.

!eptember N, 1839. Today a sister sent me five pounds for 

myself, to be used for the benefit of my health which she 

had heard is again failing. I do not put aside money for such 

purposes6 but whenever I really need means, whether for 

myself or others, the Hord sends it in answer to prayer.
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!eptember ), 1839. I arrived in Trowbridge. This has been a very 

good day. I had much communion with the Hord. Gow 4ind Ge 

is to ta4e me from the wor4 in Sristol for a season and give 

me more communion with Gimself. I remembered the HordOs 

special blessing on me in this place at the beginning of last year. 

Gow 4ind Ge has been since5 I prayed much for myself, for 

the qhurch at large, for the saints here and in Sristol, for my 

unconverted relatives, for my dear wife, and that the Hord would 

supply my own temporal necessities and those of the orphans. 

I 4now that Ge has heard me.

I am surrounded with 4ind friends, and I feel 'uite at home. ky 

room is far better than I need, but an easy chair to 4neel before 

in prayer would add to my comfort since my body is so wea4. In 

the aDernoon, without me ma4ing a hint about it, I found that 

someone had placed an easy chair into my room. I was amajed 

by the special 4indness of my heavenly Cather. Ge is mindful of 

the smallest wants and comforts of Gis child.

!eptember 9, 1839. I returned to Sristol and to my old habit of 

rising early in the morning to commune with Aod. I was led to 

it by the effiample of the brother in whose house I was staying. 

Ge remar4ed when spea4ing on the sacrifices in Heviticus that, 

Uust as only the best animals were to be oFered up, the best part 

of our time should be given to communion with the Hord.

I had been an early riser in the past. Sut since my nerves became 

so wea4, I thought it best for me to have more rest. Cor this 

reason I rose between siffi and seven, and sometimes aDer seven. 

I purposely got into the habit of sleeping a 'uarter of an hour or 

half an hour aDer dinner.

I thought I found benefit from the much(needed relaffiation. In 

this way, however, my soul had suFered considerably. ?navoid(
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able wor4 oDen came upon me before I had suffcient time for 

prayer and reading the Word.

I finally decided that, whatever my body might suFer, I would 

no longer let the most precious part of the day pass away while I 

was in bed. Sy the grace of Aod I was able to begin the very neffit 

day to rise earlier and have continued to rise early since that 

time. I allow myself now about seven hours of sleep. xlthough I 

am far from being strong and have much to tire me mentally, I 

find this is 'uite suffcient to refresh me. In addition, I gave up 

sleeping aDer dinner. The result has been that I can have long 

and precious times for prayer and meditation before brea4fast.

qoncerning my body and the state of my nerves, I have been 

much better since. The worst thing I could have done for my 

wea4 nerves was to have lain an hour or more in bed than I used 

to before my illness because it actually wea4ened my body.

I want to encourage all believers to get into the habit of rising 

early to meet with Aod. Gow much time should be allowed 

for restP ;o rule of universal application can be given because 

all persons do not re'uire the same amount of sleep. xlso the 

same persons, at diFerent times, according to the strength or 

wea4ness of their body, may re'uire more or less. kost doctors 

agree that healthy men do not re'uire more than between siffi 

or seven hours of sleep, and females need no more than seven 

or eight hours.

qhildren of Aod should be careful not to allow themselves too 

little sleep since few men can do with less than siffi hours of sleep 

and still be well in body and mind. xs a young man, before I 

went to the university, I went to bed regularly at ten and rose at 

four, studied hard, and was in good health. !ince I have allowed 

myself only about seven hours, I have been much better in body 
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and in nerves than when I spent eight or eight and a half 

hours in bed.

!omeone may as4, YSut why should I rise earlyPY To remain 

too long in bed is a waste of time. Wasting(time is unbecom(

ing a saint who is bought by the precious blood of Jesus. Gis 

time and all he has is to be used for the Hord. If we sleep 

more than is necessary for the refreshment of the body, it is 

wasting the time the Hord has entrusted us to be used for Gis 

glory, for our own benefit, and for the benefit of the aims and 

unbelievers around us.

Just as too much food inUures the body, the same is true 

regarding sleep. kedical persons would readily agree that 

lying longer in bed than is necessary to strengthen the body 

actually wea4ens it.

It also inUures the soul. Hying too long in bed not merely 

4eeps us from giving the most precious part of the day to 

prayer and meditation, but this sloth leads also to many 

other evils. xnyone who spends one, two, or three hours in 

prayer and meditation before brea4fast will soon discover 

the beneficial eFect early rising has on the outward and 

inward man.

It may be said, YSut how shall I set about rising earlyPY ky 

advice is7 0o not delay. Segin tomorrow. Sut do not depend 

on your own strength. -ou may have begun to rise early in the 

past but have given it up. If you depend on your own strength 

in this matter, it will come to nothing. In every good wor4, we 

must depend on the Hord. If anyone rises so that he may give 

the time which he ta4es from sleep to prayer and meditation, 

let him be sure that !atan will try to put obstacles in the way.
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Trust in the Hord for help. -ou will honor Gim if you effipect help 

from Gim in this matter. Rray for help, effipect help, and you will 

have it. In addition to this, go to bed early. If you stay up late, 

you cannot rise early. Het no pressure of engagements 4eep you 

from going habitually early to bed. If you fail in this, you neither 

can nor should get up early because your body re'uires rest.

Kise at once when you are awa4e. Kemain not a minute longer 

in bed or else you are li4ely to fall asleep again. 0o not be 

discouraged by feeling drowsy and tired from rising early. This 

will soon wear oF. xDer a few days you will feel stronger and 

fresher than when you used to lie an hour or two longer than you 

needed. xlways allow yourself the same hours for sleep. ka4e 

no change efficept on account of sic4ness.

Bn 0ecember 1", 11, and 12, 1839 we had public meetings at 

which the account of the HordOs dealings with us in the Brphan 

Gouses and the !criptural Enowledge Institution was given. It is 

now five years and nine months since the !criptural Enowledge 

Institution has been in operation. We have been able to con(

tinue to provide for all the necessary effipenses connected with 

the siffi day schools. The number of children in them is 28z. The 

number of all the children that have had schooling in the day 

schools amounts to 1,)9N.

There are 22z children in the !unday school. Courteen are being 

taught to read in the adult school, and there have been about 

13" adults instructed in that school since the formation of the 

Institution.

We have circulated, during the last year, N1: copies of the !crip(

tures and N,N92 since karch N, 183:. kissionary wor4 has also 

been supported.
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There are now 9z orphans in the three houses. The number of 

all the orphans who have been under our care from xpril 11, 

183z, to 0ecember 9, 1839, amounts to 12z. Jverything has been 

given to us entirely as the result of prayer to Aod.





Chapter Fourteen

Looking to the Lord

January 1, 1840. About one o'clock this morning, I received a 

sealed envelope with some money in it for the orphans. The 

individual who gave it was deeply in debt, and I was aware that 

she had been repeatedly asked by her creditors for payment. I 

resolved to return the envelope without opening it because no 

one has a right to give while in debt. I did this although I knew 

there was not enough on hand to meet the expenses of the day. 

About eight o'clock this morning a brother brought five pounds 

which he had just received from his mother. The brother was 

led to bring it at once!

January 25, 1840. I have prayed much this week about going to 

Germany to see certain brothers who plan to go as missionaries 

to the East Indies and to see my father once more. I am led to 

go just now, instead of delaying the trip, because my health is 

again failing. This way, I will continue to serve in the work of 

the Lord and benefit my health at the same time. Lord, keep me 

from making a mistake in this matter!

February 2, 1840. Today and yesterday nearly nine pounds have 

come in for the orphans. How kind of the Lord to send this 

money on the eve of my leaving home!
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March 9, 1840. During my absence from Bristol, the Lord not 

only supplied all the needs of the orphans, but when I returned, 

He supplied even more than there was when I le6.

March 2O, 1840. 7n the 1-th of this month I received the follow"

ing letter from a brother who had been used by the Lord several 

times to supply our need.

?I have received a little money. Do you have any present need for 

the institution under your care; I know you do not ask, except 

of Him whose work you are doingK but to answer when asked 

seems to be a right thing to do. I have a reason for desiring to 

know the present state of your finances. If you do not need the 

money, other areas of the Lord's work or other people of the 

Lord may need help. Windly inform me the amount you need at 

this present time.?

Nhen this letter came, we were in need. :evertheless, I an"

swered it as followsff ?Nhile I thank you for your love, and while 

I agree with you that there is a diYerence between asking for 

money and answering when asked, nevertheless, I do not feel at 

liberty to speak about the state of our funds. The primary object 

of this ministry is to lead those who are weak in faith to see that 

there is reality in dealing with God alone.?

A6er I sent oY the answer, I prayed, ?Lord, Sou know that for 

Sour sake I did not tell this brother about our need. :ow, Lord, 

show afresh that there is reality in speaking to Sou only about 

our need. qpeak to this brother, so that he may help us.?

Today, in answer to my re3uest, this brother sent one hundred 

pounds. I now have money for establishing the infant school and 

for ordering more Bibles. Also, the orphans are again supplied 

for a week.
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April -, 1840. This evening I received information that my dear 

father died on March fl0. During no period did I pray more 

fre3uently or more earnestly for his conversion than during the 

last year of his' life. But I did not see the answer to my prayers.

May 2, 1840. :othing has come in for five days, and we are pen"

niless again. In answer to prayer, five shillings sixpence came in, 

and some trinkets were sent. Thus we were helped through this 

day. The Lord allowed five days to pass away without inzuenc"

ing the hearts of any to send us supplies, but the moment there 

is real need, the stream runs again.

May fl, 1840. Last evening a brother was baptiCed, who on 

the first qunday of this year came with his fiancee to Bethes"

da (hapel. :either were believers at the time. qince April 1, 

forty"one people have come to us to speak about their souls.

May 10, 1840. Today five of the orphans were baptiCed. There 

are now fourteen of them in fellowship.

May 2O, 1840. :othing had come in. My other work kept me 

from going to the 7rphan Houses until seven in the evening 

when the workers met together for prayer. 7ne of them had 

given seventeen shillings which had been divided between the 

three houses. Nith this we purchased all necessary articles. Ne 

are now very poor.

May 2-, 1840. Ne met for prayer at eleven this morning. :o 

money had come in, but there was enough for dinner in all the 

houses. This morning the last of the coal was used in the Infant 

7rphan House. In the Boys' 7rphan House was enough coal for 

today but no money to buy more. In our time of need, a brother 

sent a load of coal. Ne plan to meet this a6ernoon for more 

prayer. May the Lord graciously send help in the meantime!
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Evening. The Lord has had mercy! qeveral days ago a person 

gave us several articles to be sold for the benefit of the or"

phans. He owed us six pounds fi6een shillings. This morning 

I asked the Lord to incline his heart to bring the money, or 

at least a part of it, since we were in such need. Just as I 

was going to meet for prayer with my fellow"laborers this 

a6ernoon, he brought four pounds.

But our kind Father showed us further that He had withheld 

supplies for a season only to test our faith. Enough has come 

in to supply us for several days. Thus the day, which had 

begun with prayer, ended in praise. But I must mention one 

more thing which is even more preciousff the Lord has begun 

to work in the hearts of several of the boys. They want to 

learn more about Jesus.

August 1, 1840. A few days ago a brother was staying with 

me. He was on his way to visit his father whom he had not 

seen for more than two years. His father was greatly opposed 

to the decided steps his son had taken to serve the Lord. 

Before this brother le6, that precious promise of our Lord 

was brought to my mindff ?If two of you shall agree on earth 

as touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for 

them of my Father which is in heaven? )Matt. 18ff19[. Accord"

ingly, I went to the brother's room, and we prayed together 

for a kind reception from his father and the conversion of 

both parents.

Today this brother returned. The Lord has already answered 

one part of the prayer"he was kindly received, contrary to all 

natural expectation. May the Lord now help us both to look 

for an answer to the other part of our prayer! :othing is too 

hard for the Lord!
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]The father of this brother lived ten more years a6er August 1, 

1840, until he was about eighty"six years of age. He continued in 

a life of much sin and opposition to the truth, and the prospect 

of his conversion became darker and darker. But at last the Lord 

answered prayer. This aged sinner was entirely changed, trusted 

in the Lord Jesus for the salvation of his soul, and became 

as much attached to his believing son as before he had been 

opposed to him. He wanted his son near him as much as possible 

to read the Holy qcriptures to him and pray with him.P

August 8, 1840. This evening I was meditating on the fourth 

Vsalm. The words in verse three, ?But know that the Lord hath 

set apart him that is godly for himselfff the Lord will hear when 

I call unto him,? spoke to my heart and led me to pray for 

spiritual blessings. Nhile in prayer, the needs of the orphans 

were brought to my mind, and I prayed about this, too.

About five minutes later, I was informed that a sister wished to 

see me. qhe brought one pound ten shillings for the orphans. 

Thus the Lord has already kindly sent a little to begin the week 

with.

August 2fl, 1840. As we have o6en found it to be the case, so it 

is again now. A6er the Lord has tried our faith, He, in the love 

of His heart, gives us an abundance. For the glory of His name 

and for the trial of our faith, He allows us to be poor and then 

graciously supplies our needs.

August 29, 1840. Kery little has come in for the other funds. 

The chief supply of our needs has been by the sale of Bibles. 

Last qaturday I was not able to pay all of the weekly salaries of 

the teachers in the day schools. However, I am not a debtor to 

them because it is understood that they must not look to me for 

payment, but to the Lord. It appeared now to be the will of the 
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Lord that the brothers and sisters who labor in the day schools 

would also share the trials and joys of living by faith with us. Ne 

all met, and a6er I had laid on their hearts the importance of 

keeping the state of funds to themselves, we prayed together.

qeptember 5, 1840. Because so little has come in during the last 

days, at least three pounds was re3uired to supply the needs 

of today. :ot one penny, however, was in hand when the day 

began. In the a6ernoon, all of us met for prayer. A few teachers 

gave some of their own money, but it was not enough. Dinner 

has not been provided for tomorrow and there is no money to 

buy milk.

:ow observe how our kind Father helped us! This evening a 

sister who sells some things for us brought two pounds ten 

shillings sixpence. Though she did not feel well, she said she 

had come because it was on her heart, and she could not stay 

away.

qeptember 8, 1840. 7ur prayer meetings have been a blessing 

to us and united us more than ever in the work. Ne have them 

now every morning at sevenK and we will continue them, the 

Lord helping us, until we see His hand stretched forth. Ne need 

a stove in one of the schoolrooms and a supply of Bibles and 

:ew Testaments. Ne also want to help missionary brethren 

who labor in dependence upon the Lord for the supply of their 

temporal necessities.

qeptember 21, 1840. A brother from London gave me ten pounds 

to be used where it was needed most. This brother knew noth"

ing about our work, when he came to. Bristol three days ago. 

The Lord shows us His continual care over us by raising up new 

helpers.
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Those who trust in the Lord will never be disappointed. 

qome who helped us for a while may fall asleep in Jesus, some 

may grow cold in the service of the Lord, some may be as 

desirous as ever to help but no longer have the means, and 

some may have both a willing heart to help and the means 

but may see it to be the Lord's will to give in another way. If 

we were to lean upon man, we would surely be disappointedK 

but in leaning upon the living God alone, we are beyond 

disappointment and beyond being forsaken for any reason.

7ctober -, 1840. It is now five weeks since we met daily 

for prayer. In addition to temporal needs, we ask for grace 

and wisdom for ourselves in the work, for the conversion 

of the children under our care, for grace for those children 

who have already accepted the Lord, for a blessing upon the 

distribution of the qcriptures, and for a blessing upon the 

work of the (hurch at large.

:ever since the work began have we had to continue so long 

in prayer for funds without obtaining the answer. The Lord, 

however, gave us grace to continue in prayer, and He kept 

our hearts in the assurance that He would help. :ow, in His 

own time, He made it manifest that He had not only heard 

our prayers, but that He had answered them even before we 

called. Today we received from the East Indies a bank order 

for one hundred pounds, which had been sent two months 

ago"several days before we even began to pray.

:ovember 8, 1840. I planned to go to Trowbridge yesterday and 

had made the arrangements on Friday evening. But no sooner 

had I decided to do so, than I felt no peace about going. A6er 

praying about it on Friday evening and yesterday morning, I 
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decided not to go. I began to look for blessings for this day, 

believing that the Lord had kept me here for a good reason.

This evening I was led to share the truth of the gospel with some 

who had not yet accepted Jesus as their Lord. I immediately 

saw fruit from the Nord. I talked with one man until about ten 

o'clock, as long as I had any strength le6. The Lord, in His mercy 

toward them, kept me from going to Trowbridge.

December 9, 1840. Although our trials of faith during this year 

have been more than during any previous year, and although 

we have been o6en reduced to the greatest extremity, yet the 

orphans have lacked nothing. They always have had good nour"

ishing food and the necessary articles of clothing.

If anyone thinks that on account of our trials of faith during 

this year we have been disappointed in our expectations or 

discouraged in the work, my answer is that the very opposite 

is true. quch days were expected from the beginning. The chief 

end for which the institution was established is that the (hurch 

would see the hand of God stretched out on our behalf in answer 

to prayer.

7ur desire, therefore, is not that we may be without trials of 

faith, but that the Lord would graciously support us in the trial 

and that we may not dishonor Him by distrust.

This way of living brings the Lord remarkably near. Morning 

by morning, He inspects our supplies that He may send help 

as it is needed. I have never had a greater awareness of the 

Lord's presence than when a6er breakfast nothing was le6 for 

dinner, and then the Lord provided the dinner for more than 

one hundred peopleK or when, a6er dinner, there was nothing 

for the tea, and yet the Lord provided the tea"all this without 
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one single human being having been informed about our need. 

7ne thing is certain"we are not tired of doing the Lord's work 

in this way.

Many people have commented that such a way of living must 

cause the mind to continually think of how to obtain food and 

clothes, and thus become unfit for spiritual work. I answer that 

our minds are seldom concerned about the necessities of life 

because the care for them is laid upon our Father. Because we 

are His children, He not only allows us to do so but wants us to 

do so.

Do not think that these answers to prayer are only for us and 

cannot be enjoyed by all the saints. Every child of God is not 

called by the Lord to establish schools and orphan houses and 

to trust in the Lord for means for them. Set, there is no reason 

why you may not experience, far more abundantly than we do 

now, His willingness to answer the prayers of His children.

Vrove the faithfulness of God by carrying your every want to 

Him. 7nly maintain an upright heart. But if you live in sin and 

if you willfully and habitually do things which you know are 

contrary to the will of God, then you cannot expect Him to hear 

you. ?If I regard ini3uity in my heart, the Lord will not hear meff 

But verily God hath heard meK he hath attended to the voice of 

my prayer? )Vsa. OOff18"19[.

A few more interesting points areff During this year, six day 

schools for poor children have been entirely supported by the 

funds of our institution. The number of all the children that have 

had schooling in the day schools through the institution, since 

its formation, amounts to 2,21O. The number of those at present 

in the six day schools is fl0fl.
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These day schools have been assisted by the children paying 

about one"sixth of their own expenses.

7ne qunday school has been entirely supported by the funds of 

the institution.

qince the formation of the institution, one adult school has been 

connected with it. 7n qunday a6ernoons since it began, about 

150 adults have been instructed.

Ne have given out many Bibles and Testaments and supported 

missionary work.

During the last fourteen months, we have held Bible studies 

especially for the children. They have shown great interest in 

these meetings, and I thankfully ascribe this to the Lord. I be"

lieve it is a forerunner of greater blessing.

During the last year, three of the qunday school children have 

been received into fellowship. At the end of last year, eight 

orphans received communionK and during the present year, 

fourteen more were received.

In last year's report we stated that we were looking for fruit In 

the conversion of the children. Ne have prayed earnestly for 

them, and the Lord has dealt with us according to our expecta"

tions. But I expect far more than what we have seen. The chief 

object of our work is to demonstrate the reality of power with 

God in prayer. As we hoped and as it has been our prayer, the 

Lord gives us the joy of seeing one child a6er another brought 

to Him.

It appears to me that believers generally have expected far too 

little present fruit from their labors among children. They hope 

that the Lord will some day confirm their instruction and answer 
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the prayers which they oYer up on the children's behalf. The 

Bible assures us that in everything we do for the Lord, including 

bringing up children in the fear of the Lord, our labor is not in 

vain. Ne have to guard against thinking that it does not matter 

whether we see present fruit or not. 7n the contrary, we should 

give the Lord no rest until we see fruit. Therefore, in persevering 

yet submissive prayer, we should make our re3uests own to God. 

I am now looking for many more children to be converted.





Chapter Fifteen

Faith Strengthened by 
Exercise

January 1, 1841. During this week we have met daily for prayer, 

asking the Lord for the means to have last year's report printed. 

It is three weeks since it should have been sent to the press. 

If the report is not printed soon, people will know that it is 

because we lack money.

By the donations which came in during these last days for the 

orphans, and by ten pounds which was given today, we can pay 

for about two thirds of the printing. Therefore, we sent a part 

of the manuscript, trusting that the Lord would send in more 

money. But if not, we will wait until more comes in.

January 11, 1841. During the last week, the Lord not only supplied 

us richly with all we needed for the orphans, but He enabled us 

to put several pounds aside for printing the report. On Saturday 

evening only three shillings were lex. I was eMpecting an answer 

to my prayers for funds, and the Lord did not disappoint me. 

2ore money came yesterday, and we now have enough to print 

the last part of the report.
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January 1E, 1841. Today I received a letter from a brother who 

gave me the right to draw upon his bank account during this 

year, up to one thousand pounds. It may be used for any brother 

or sister who have it in their hearts to serve as missionaries in 

the jast Indies and whom I consider called for this service, as 

far as I am able to [udge.

ffThis power lasted only for that year, but no suitable people 

oFered themselves for this service. Ginances can be obtained 

much more easily than suitable individuals. Indeed, in all my 

eMperience, I have found that if I could only settle that a certain 

thing to be done was according to the will of ]od, the money 

was soon obtained to carry it into eFect.K

2arch 4, 1841. Gor the encouragement of believers who are 

tried by having unconverted relatives and friends, I will relate 

the following circumstance which I know is true. Baron von 

Pamp, who lived in 0russia, had been a disciple of the Lord 

Jesus for many years. In the year 186fi, great Nnancial distress 

came upon many thousands of weavers in the area. They had no 

employment because the whole continent was in an unsettled 

state from the war. The baron believed that it was the will of the 

Lord to use his wealth to furnish these poor weavers with work, 

in order to save them from complete ruin. There was not only 

no prospect of personal gain, but rather the certain prospect of 

immense loss. -evertheless, he found employment for about siM 

thousand weavers.

But the baron was not content with this. He also wanted to 

minister to the souls of these weavers.

He set believers as overseers over his immense weaving conq

cern. The weavers were instructed in spiritual things, and he 

personally shared the truth of the gospel with them.
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The work went on for a good while until at last, on account of 

the loss of most of his property, he was obliged to think about 

giving it up. But by this time, his precious act of mercy had 

proven its worth to the government. It was taken up by them 

and carried on until the times changed. Baron vonqPamp was 

appointed director of the whole concern as long as it eMisted.

This dear man of ]od was not content with this. He traveled 

through many countries to visit the prisons for the sake of imq

proving the physical and spiritual condition of the prisoners. He 

also assisted poor students at the university of Berlin, especially 

those who studied theology, in order to win them for the Lord.

One day a talented young man heard of the aged baron's kindq

ness to students. He wrote to the baron, reAuesting his assisq

tance because his own father could not aFord to support him 

any longer.

V short time axerward, young Thomas received a kind reply 

from the baron, inviting him to come to Berlin. But before 

this letter arrived, the young student had heard that Baron 

"on Pamp was a YpietistY or Ymystic,Y as true believers were 

contemptuously called in ]ermany. Woung Thomas was deeply 

involved in philosophy, reasoning about everything, Auestioning 

the truth of revelation, Auestioning even the eMistence of ]od. 

He disliked the prospect of going to the old baron for help. Still, 

he thought he could try, and if he did not like it, he was not 

obligated to remain in connection with him.

Thomas arrived in Berlin on a day when the baron was out of 

town on business. He began to speak about his philosophies to 

the steward of the baron. The steward, however, was a believer, 

and he turned the conversation to spiritual things.
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Vt last the baron arrived. He received Thomas in the most 

aFectionate and familiar manner. The baron oFered him a room 

in his house and a place at his table while Thomas studied in 

Berlin. Thomas accepted the oFer.

The baron now sought in every way to treat the young student 

in the most kind and aFectionate way, to serve him as much as 

possible, and to show him the power of the gospel in his own life. 

He did all this without arguing with him or even speaking to him 

directly about his soul. Thomas obviously had a skeptical mind, 

and the baron avoided getting into any argument with him. The 

student oxen said to himself, YI wish I could get into an argument 

with this old fool. I would show him how irrational his beliefs 

are.Y But the baron avoided it.

?hen the baron heard the young student come home in the 

evening, he would go to meet him and serve him in any way he 

could, even helping him to take oF his boots. Thus this lowly, 

aged disciple went on for some time. ?hile Thomas still sought 

an opportunity for arguing with him, he wondered how the 

baron could continue to serve him.

One evening when Thomas returned to the baron's house, the 

baron was making himself his servant as usual. The student 

could restrain himself no longer and burst out, YBaron, how can 

you do all thisU Wou see I do not care about you. How are you 

able to continue to be so kind to me and serve me like thisUY

The baron replied, Y2y dear young friend, I have learned it from 

the Lord Jesus. I wish you would read through the gospel of 

John. ]ood night.Y

The student now for the Nrst time in his life sat down and read 

the ?ord of ]od with an open heart and a willingness to learn. 
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7p to that time, he had never read the Holy Scriptures unless 

he wanted to Nnd out arguments against them. ]od blessed 

him. Grom that time he became a follower of the Lord Jesus 

and has continued in the faith ever since.

2ay ;, 1841. The primary business I must attend to every day 

is to fellowship with the Lord. The Nrst concern is not how 

much I might serve the Lord, but how my inner man might 

be nourished. I may share the truth with the unconverted( I 

may try to encourage believers( I may relieve the distressed( 

or I may, in other ways, seek to behave as a child of ]od( yet, 

not being happy in the Lord and not being nourished and 

strengthened in my inner man day by day, may result in this 

work being done in a wrong spirit.

The most important thing I had to do was to read the ?ord 

of ]od and to meditate on it. Thus my heart might be comq

forted, encouraged, warned, reproved, and instructed.

Gormerly, when I rose, I began to pray as soon as possible. 

But I oxen spent a Auarter of an hour to an hour on my 

knees struggling to pray while my mind wandered. -ow I 

rarely have this problem. Vs my heart is nourished by the 

truth of the ?ord, I am brought into true fellowship with 

]od. I speak to my Gather and to my Griend )although I am 

unworthyC about the things that He has brought before me in 

His precious ?ord.

It oxen astonishes me that I did not see the importance of 

meditation upon Scripture earlier in my !hristian life. Vs the 

outward man is not Nt for work for any length of time unless he 

eats, so it is with the inner man. ?hat is the food for the inner 

manU -ot prayer, but the ?ord of ]odqnot the simple reading 

of the ?ord of ]od, so that it only passes through our minds, 
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[ust as water runs through a pipe. -o, we must consider what 

we read, ponder over it, and apply it to our hearts.

?hen we pray, we speak to ]od. This eMercise of the soul can 

be best performed axer the inner man has been nourished by 

meditation on the ?ord of ]od. Through His ?ord, our Gather 

speaks to us, encourages us, comforts us, instructs us, humbles 

us, and reproves us. ?e may proNtably meditate, with ]od's 

blessing, although we are spiritually weak. The weaker we are, 

the more meditation we need to strengthen our inner man. 

2editation on ]od's ?ord has given me the help and strength 

to pass peacefully through deep trials. ?hat a diFerence there 

is when the soul is refreshed in fellowship with ]od early in the 

morning: ?ithout spiritual preparation, the service, the trials, 

and the temptations of the day can be overwhelming.

October 1, 1841. ?hen I had not one penny in hand for the needs 

of this day, ten shillings were brought to me for the orphans. The 

enclosed note read9 YWour heavenly Gather knows that you need 

these things. Trust in the Lord.Y This word of our Lord is to me 

more valuable than many bank notes.

-ovember E, 1841. Vt the time of our great poverty, one pound 

was sent by a lady from Birmingham. Vbout half an hour later, 

I received ten pounds from a brother who had saved up one 

hundred and Nxy pounds. He put it into a savings bank, but he 

now sees that to devote this money to the work of ]od gloriNes 

the name of Jesus more than to keep it in the savings bank for a 

time of sickness or old age. If such times come, the same Lord 

who has cared for him in health and strength will also care for 

him then.

In 2att. fi91zqE1, it is written9 YLay not up for yourselves treaq

sures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where 
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thieves break through and steal9 But lay up for yourselves treaq

sures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and 

where thieves do not break through nor steal9 for where your 

treasure is, there will your heart be also.Y

The Lord Jesus, our Lord and 2aster, knows what is best for 

our true welfare and happiness. His disciples are strangers and 

pilgrims on earthqwe neither belong to the earth nor eMpect 

to remain in it. Therefore, we should not seek to increase our 

earthly possessions.

This is a word for poor believers as well as for rich believers. 

It may be said( YBut every prudent person seeks to increase his 

wealth that he may have plenty to leave his children or to have 

something for old age or for the time of sickness.Y This is the 

custom of the world. But we disciples of the Lord Jesus have 

been promised Yan inheritance incorruptible, and undeNled, 

and that fadeth not awayY )1 0eter 194C. If we seek, like the people 

of the world, to increase our possessions, those who are not 

believers may Auestion whether we believe what we say about 

our inheritance and our heavenly calling.

Our Lord says that the earth is a place Ywhere moth and rust 

doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal.Y Vll 

that is of the earth, and in any way connected with it, is sub[ect 

to corruption, change, and dissolution. -o reality or substance 

eMists in anything but heavenly things. Oxen the careful amassq

ing of earthly possessions ends in losing them in a moment by 

Nre, robbery, or a change in the world markets. Gurthermore, in 

a little while, we all must leave this earth, or the Lord Jesus will 

return. ?hat use will earthly possessions be thenU

Our Lord, however, does not merely tell us not to lay up treasure 

on earth. If He had said no more, people may abuse this comq
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mandment and use it to encourage eMtravagant habits, spending 

everything they have or can obtain upon themselves. Jesus does 

not mean that we should live up to our income. He adds, YBut 

lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven.Y jvery penny given 

for the Lord's sake to poor brethren or to the work of ]od is a 

treasure laid up in the bank of heaven. ?hen we go to heaven, 

we go to the place where our treasures are, and we shall Nnd 

them there.

The Lord concludes9 YGor where your treasure is, there will your 

heart be also.Y ?here should the heart of the disciple of the Lord 

Jesus be, but in heavenU Our calling is a heavenly calling, our 

inheritance is a heavenly inheritance, and our citi3enship is in 

heaven. But if we believers in the Lord Jesus lay up treasures 

on earth, then our hearts will be on earth. laying up treasures 

in heaven will draw the heart heavenward. It brings along with 

it, even in this life, precious spiritual blessings as a reward of 

obedience to the commandment of our Lord.

-ovember 15, 1841. I took one shilling out of the boM in my 

house. This shilling was all our money for today. 2ore than a 

hundred people must be provided for, and this is not the case 

once in a while, but very freAuently. It is inNnitely precious to 

have the living ]od as a Gather to go to for help. jveryone who 

believes in the Lord Jesus may claim His help since we are all 

children of ]od. YGor ye are all the children of ]od by faith in 

!hrist JesusY )]al. 59EfiC. Vlthough all believers in the Lord Jesus 

are not called upon to establish orphan houses and schools for 

poor children and to trust in ]od for means, all believers should 

cast all their care upon Him who cares for them. ?e need not 

be anMiously concerned about anything. )See 1 0eter R9;, 0hil. 

49fi, and 2att. fi9ERq54.C
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7nder these circumstances of need, a silver watch, which had 

become the property of the orphan fund yesterday axernoon, 

was sold to help us through the eMpenses of today.

The coal is almost gone in each of the houses, and every article 

of provision is greatly reduced. Truly, we are eMceedingly poor. 

-evertheless, we have the necessary provisions until 2onday 

morning, and thus we are brought to the close of another week. 

This axernoon, all the workers met for prayer.

-ovember 14, 1841. ?hen we met again this axernoon for 

prayer, we had reason to praise, for the Lord had sent Nnancial 

help.

-ovember 1R, 1841. Last Griday, brother !raik and I had a meetq

ing for inAuirers into the faith and new fellowship members. ?e 

spoke wish eight of them and had to send away ten since our 

strength was gone. This evening we saw seven and had to send 

away three.

December z, 1841. ?e are now at the close of the siMth year of 

this part of the work. ?e are lex with only the money which has 

been put aside for the rent. But throughout the year, we have 

been supplied with all that was needed.

During the last three years, we had closed the accounts on this 

day and held public meetings stating how the Lord had dealt 

with us during the year. The substance of those meetings was 

later printed for the beneNt of the !hurch at large. This time, 

however, it appeared better to delay both the public meetings 

and the publishing of the report. Through grace we had learned 

to lean on the Lord only. If we never spoke or wrote one single 

word about this work, we would be supplied with means as long 

as we depended on Him. ?hat better proof could we give of our 
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dependence on the living ]od alone and not on public meetings 

or printed reports than that, in the midst of our deep poverty, we 

still went on working Auietly without saying anything. -aturally, 

we would have been glad to eMpose our poverty. But spiritually 

we were able to delight in the prospect of the increased blessing 

that might be derived by the !hurch as we continue to eMpress 

our needs to ]od alone.

December E5, 1841. In reading over my [ournal this year, I found 

that the Lord has given me many precious answers to prayer. On 

2ay E5 I began to ask the Lord to deliver a certain sister from 

the great spiritual depression she was suFering. Vxer three days, 

the Lord granted my reAuest.

During this year one of the greatest sinners I had ever known 

in all my service for the Lord was converted. Lepeatedly, I 

prayed with his wife for him. She came to me in deep distress on 

account of the cruel treatment she received from him because 

she wanted to live for the Lord. Her refusal to respond to his 

anger only infuriated him more.

Vt the time when the situation was at its worst, I pleaded the 

promise in 2att. 1891z9 YVgain I say unto you, that if two of you 

shall agree on earth as touching anything that they shall ask, it 

shall be done for them of my Gather which is in heaven.Y Vnd 

now this awful persecutor has been converted:

On 2ay ER, 1841 I began to ask the Lord for greater spiritual 

prosperity among the saints in Bristol than ever. 0raise the Lord, 

He truly has answered this reAuest. Vt no period has there been 

more manifestation of grace, truth, and spiritual power among 

us than there is now.



Chapter Sixteen

Daily Prayer and Timely 
Answers

January 3, 1842. This evening we had a precious prayer meeting. 

When the usual time for closing the meeting came, some of us 

wanted to continue to wait upon the Lord. I suggested that those 

who had bodily strength, time, and a desire to wait longer upon 

the Lord, do so. At least thirty remained, and we continued in 

prayer until aker ten. I never Snew deeper prayer in the xpirit. 

I eqperienced an unusual nearness to the Lord and was able to 

pray in faith, without doubting.

January 4, 1842. The Lord has answered all our re-uests conF

cerning the daily needs of the orphans. We have had an abunF

dance these last several days, but the eqpenses have been great 

also.

5ebruary N, 1842, We have only received as much as needed 

to provide for the orphans each day, and there is again great 

need. 'ow, at twelve oCclocS, no means eqist, as yet, to meet 

the eqpenses of today. The words in the prayer of Jehoshaphat 

in 2 0hron. 2:"12, H'either Snow we what to do" but our eyes 

are upon thee,H are at this moment the language of my heart. I 
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liSewise do not Snow what to do, but my eyes are on the Lord. 

I am sure that Ee will help us this day also.

Bvening"  In the morning one pound ten shillings came in 

through the sale of some articles. We were able to supply all that 

was needed for today.

5ebruary 8, 1842. Bnough food is in all the houses for the meals 

of today. 9ut we have not been able to buy any bread, and there 

is not enough money to buy milS tomorrow morning. 0oal is 

also needed in two houses. Indeed, as far as I Snow, we were 

never in greater poverty. 9ut I am fully assured that the Lord 

will not leave us.

Bvening. The Lord has not yet sent us what is needed for tomorF

row, but Ee has given us fresh proof that Ee is mindful of us. 

This akernoon nine plum caSes were sent by a sister as a treat 

for the orphans. These caSes were an encouragement to me to 

continue to looS out for further supplies. The little donations 

that came in today are precious, but they are not enough to meet 

the need of tomorrow. 9efore nine oCclocS tomorrow morning 

we need more money to be able to buy milS. Truly, we are 

poorer than ever. Through grace my eyes do not looS at the 

meager supplies and the empty purse, but to the riches of the 

Lord only.

5ebruary O, 1842. I went to the jrphan Eouses to see whether 

the Lord had sent in anything. When I arrived, I found that Ee 

had Pust sent help two or three minutes earlier. A brother was 

on his way to worS this morning when the Lord put the orphans 

on his heart. The brother said to himself, HI cannot go there 

now. I will taSe something to them this evening.H 'evertheless, 

he could not go on any further, but felt constrained to return 

and bring three sovereigns to the jrphan Eouse. The Lord in 
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Eis faithfulness helped us. Eelp was never more truly needed, 

nor did the help of the Lord ever come more obviously from 

EimselfFEis timing could not have been better.

!raise the Lord for Eis goodnessfi !raise Eim that Ee helped us 

trust in Eim in this trying hour.

5ebruary 12, 1842. xaturday. Today we were only able to supply 

the absolute necessities. When the mealtimes came, the Lord 

provided the food. 0onsidering the great 6nancial distress in our 

country, our dear orphans are very well provided for.

jf all the weeSs during the last three years and seven months, 

this has been one of the most trying. ThanSs to the Lord who 

has helped us this day alsofi ThanSs to Eim for enabling us to 

praise Eim for the deliverance this morning. We were sure Ee 

would provide, and Ee did not disappoint us.

5ebruary 1G, 1842. We had enough for breaSfast, but nothing 

more came in during the morning. In the akernoon I again asSed 

the Lord to send us help. I then sat down to meditate over the 

Word. I did not Snow whether there was a morsel of bread for 

tea in any of the houses, but I felt assured that the Lord would 

provide.

Through grace, my mind is fully assured of the faithfulness of 

the Lord. In the midst of the greatest need, I am enabled to go 

about my other worS in peace. Indeed, if the Lord did not give 

me this trust in Eim, I would scarcely be able to worS at all.

xoon aker I sat down to meditate, a note was sent to me from 

the master of the orphan boys. Ee wrote, HWhen I visited the 

sisters in the Infant and ffirlsC jrphan Eouses, I found them 

in the greatest need. There was no bread in one of the houses 
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for tea this evening, and the siq shillings siqpence was scarcely 

enough to supply what was needed for the dinner. I opened the 

o?ering boq in the 9oysC jrphan Eouse and uneqpectedly found 

one pound. Thus, through the Sindness of the Lord, we were 

again abundantly supplied.H

In the evening the Lord, in Eis love and faithfulness, blessed us 

again. I had preached at the meeting from the gospel of John. 

The last words on which I spoSe were, Hxaid I not unto thee that 

if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of ffod(H 

) John 11"4:ffi. When the meeting was over, as a fresh proof of the 

truth of this Word, a note was given to me with 6ve pounds for 

the orphans.

5ebruary 1O, 1842. xaturday. jur money was again completely 

spent. jur provision stores were even more eqhausted than on 

any previous xaturday. 'ot the least human liSelihood remained 

for obtaining suMcient provisions for this one day, much less for 

two days.

When I went to the jrphan Eouses before breaSfast, I found 

a letter from 'ottingham containing one shilling. This was not 

only a sweet proof that our 5ather remembered our need, but a 

promise that Ee would supply us with all we re-uired this day. In 

the morning money came in, and we were provided with those 

things which were absolutely needed for this day.

5ebruary 2N, 1842. This weeS was full of trials of faith, but also 

full of deliverances. jur need has never been greater than now. 

7ost of the laborers felt considerably tried today, but the Lord 

has not allowed us to be discouraged. Through a remarSable 

circumstance, one of the laborers obtained some money this 

morning so that all the need of today could be amply met.
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7arch 1R, 1842. This morning our poverty, which now has 

lasted for several months, became eqceedingly great. I lek 

my house a few minutes aker seven to go to the jrphan 

Eouses to see whether there was enough money to buy milS. 

I prayed that the Lord would have mercy on us, even as a 

father has mercy on his children. I reminded Eim of the 

conse-uences that would result, both in the lives of believers 

and unbelievers, if we had to give up the worS because of lacS 

of money, and that Ee therefore would not permit It to fail.

While I was walSing and praying, I met a brother who was on 

his way to worS. I greeted him and walSed on, but he ran aker 

me and gave me one pound for the orphans. Thus the Lord 

speedily answered my prayer.

Truly, it is worth being poor and greatly tried in faith for 

the saSe of having such precious, daily proof of the loving 

interest which our Sind 5ather taSes in everything that conF

cerns us. Eow could our 5ather do otherwise( Ee gave us the 

greatest possible proof of Eis love when Ee gave us Eis own 

xon. xurely Ee will also freely give us all things. )xee Yom. 

8"32.ffi

If the hearts of the children of ffod are comforted and their 

faith strengthened, it is worth being poor and greatly tried in 

faith. Those who do not Snow ffod may read or hear of Eis 

dealings with us and see that faith in ffod is more than a mere 

notion. There is indeed reality in 0hristianity.

April 12, 1842. We were never in greater need than today, when 

I received one hundred pounds from the Bast Indies. It is imF

possible to describe the Poy in ffod it gave me. 7y prayer this 

morning had been that our 5ather would now at last send larger 

sums of money. I was not in the least surprised or eqcited when 
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this donation came, for I tooS it as the answer to prayer we had 

been eqpecting.

7ay 1:, 1842. jur trials of faith during these seventeen months 

lasted longer and were sharper than during any previous period. 

;et, the orphans had everything they needed in the way of 

nourishing food and clothing. We looS bacS at the trials of our 

faith with perfect Poy and peace, Snowing that our ffod did not 

fail us even once. In our dependence on Eim for every need, we 

have come to Snow in a fuller way that we are truly partners with 

Eim in this worS. HAnd truly our fellowship is with the 5ather, 

and with his xon Jesus 0hristH )1 John 1"3ffi.

The words fellowship, communion, and partnership mean the 

same. The believer in the Lord Jesus does not only obtain forF

giveness of all his sins through the shed blood of Jesus, by faith 

in Eis nameD he does not only become righteous before ffod, 

through the righteousness of the Lord JesusD he is not only born 

of ffod, a partaSer of the divine nature, and therefore a child of 

ffod and an heir of ffodD but he is also in fellowship or partnerF

ship with ffod. Just as ffodCs love to Eis children is unalterably 

the same, so it is also with our fellowship or partnership with 

EimFit remains unalterably the same so far as ffod is concerned.

All that we possess in ffod as Eis partners may be brought down 

into our daily life and be enPoyed, eqperienced, and used. We 

may maSe unlimited use of our partnership with the 5ather and 

with the xon and draw out, by prayer and faith, the ineqhaustible 

fullness in ffod.

If I were a businessman and found myself daily maSing the 

wrong decisions, what could I do( In myself there is no solution 

to the problem. I can eqpect nothing but further mistaSes. And 

yet, I. need not despair because the living ffod is my partner. I 
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do not have suMcient wisdom to meet these diMculties, but Ee 

is able to direct me. I can pour out my heart to ffod and asS Eim 

to guide and direct me and to supply me with wisdom. Then I 

have to believe that Ee will do so. I can go with good courage to 

my business and eqpect help from Eim in the neqt diMculty that 

may come before me. As I do, I 6nd that I am truly in partnership 

with the 5ather and with the xon.

If I desire more power over temptations, more wisdom, grace, 

or anything else that I may need in my service for ffod, what else 

should I do but maSe use of my fellowship with the 5ather and 

with the xon( 9y prayer and faith we may obtain all necessary 

temporal and spiritual help and blessings. In all simplicity, we 

can pour out our heart before ffod. Then we have to believe 

that Ee will give to us according to our need.

Go not let the consciousness of your unworthiness Seep you 

from believing what ffod has said concerning you. If you are a 

believer in the Lord Jesus, then this precious privilege of being 

in partnership with the 5ather and the xon is yours.





Chapter Seventeen

Food for Growing Faith

I desire that all the children of God who read this account of 

God's work in Bristol be led to trust Him for everything they 

need under any circumstances. I pray that the many answers 

to prayer we have seen may encourage them to pray, partic-

ularly for the conversion of their friends and relatives, their 

own growth in grace and knowledge, the saints whom they 

know personally, the state of the Church, and the success 

of the preaching of the gospel. Especially, I affectionately 

warn them against being led away by the deception of Satan 

to think that these things are peculiar to me and cannot be 

enjoyed by all the children of God.

All believers are called upon, in the simple confidence of faith, 

to cast all their burdens on God and to trust Him for everything. 

They should not only make everything a subject of prayer, but 

expect answers to their petitions which they have asked accord-

ing to His will and in the name of the Lord Jesus. I do not have 

the gi1 of faith mentioned in 2 Cor. 2:9M along with the gi1s of 

healing, the working of miracles, and prophecy. It is true that 

the faith which I am able to exercise is God's own gi1. He alone 

supports it, and He alone can increase it. "oment by moment, 
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I depend on Him. If I were le1 to myself, my faith would utterly 

fail.

"y faith is the same faith which is found in every believer. It has 

been increasing little by little for the last twenty-six years. "any 

times when I could have gone insane from worry, I was in peace 

because my soul believed the truth of that promise W(e know 

that all things work together for good to them that love GodW 

R8om. )9:)?.

(hen my brother and my dear father died, I had no evidence 

that they were saved. But I dare not say that they are lost, for 

I do not know. "y soul was perfectly at peace under this trial, 

which is one of the greatest a believer can experience. I laid hold 

of that promise, WShall not the Judge of all the earth do right5W 

RGen. 2)9:q?. This word, together with the whole character of 

God, as He has revealed Himself in His holy (ord, settled all 

3uestionings. I believed what He has said concerning Himself 

and have been at peace ever since concerning this matter.

(hen sometimes all has appeared to be dark in my ministry, 

I could have been overwhelmed in grief and despair. At such 

times I was encouraged in God by faith on His almighty power, 

His unchangeable love, and His infinite wisdom. I said to myself, 

WGod is able and willing to deliver me.W It is written, WHe that 

spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how 

shall he not with him also freely give us all things5W R8om. )9;:?. 

This promise kept my soul in peace.

(hen trials have come against me which were far heavier than 

the financial needsN when lying reports were spread that the 

orphans did not have enough to eat or were cruelly treatedN or 

when greater trials came in connection with this work, and I 

was nearly a thousand miles away from Bristol week a1er weekN 
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at such times my soul was stayed upon God. I believed His 

promises, and I poured out my soul before Him. I could rise from 

my knees in peace because the trouble was cast upon God.

By the grace of God, I do not boast in speaking this way. I give 

the glory to God alone that He has enabled me to trust in Him, 

and He has not permitted my confidence in Him to fail. Ko one 

should think that my depending on God is an unusual gi1 given 

to me, which other saints have no right to expect.

Trusting in God means more than obtaining money by prayer 

and faith. By the grace of God, I desire that my faith extend to-

ward everything-the smallest of my own temporal and spiritual 

concerns, my family, the saints among whom I labor, the Church 

at large, and everything that has to do with the temporal and 

spiritual prosperity of the Scriptural Dnowledge Institution.

I thank God for the faith He has given me, and I ask Him 

to uphold and increase it Yo not let Satan deceive you into 

thinking that you could not have the same faith. (hen I lose 

something like a key, I ask the Lord to direct me to itN and I look 

for an answer to my prayer. (hen a person with whom I have 

made an appointment is late, and I am inconvenienced, I ask the 

Lord to hasten him to me. (hen I do not understand a passage 

of the (ord of God, I li1 up my heart to the Lord that He would, 

by His Holy Spirit, instruct me. I expect to be taught, although I 

do not fix the time and the manner it should be. (hen I am going 

to minister the (ord, I seek help from the Lord. (hile I am 

conscious of my natural inability as well as utter unworthiness, I 

am confident and cheerful because I look for His assistance and 

believe that He will help me.

!ou may do the same, dear believing readerF Yo not think that 

I am extraordinary or that I have privileges above God's other 
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dear children. I encourage you to try itF Stand firm in the hour 

of trial, and you will see the help of God, if you trust in Him. 

(hen we forsake the ways of the Lord in the hour of trial, 

the food for faith is lost.

This leads me to the following important point. !ou ask, 

WHow may I have my faith strengthened5W The answer is this9 

WEvery good gi1 and every perfect gi1 is from above, and 

cometh down from the 7ather of lights, with whom is no 

variableness, neither shadow of turningW R James 292O?. The 

increase of faith is a good gi1, and it must come from God. 

Therefore, we should ask Him for this blessing.

The following guidelines will help a believer build his faith9

zne. Carefully read the (ord and meditate on it. Through 

reading the (ord of God, and especially through meditation 

on it, the believer becomes ac3uainted with the nature and 

character of God. Besides God's holiness and justice, he real-

iffles what a kind, loving, gracious, merciful, mighty, wise, and 

faithful 7ather He is. Therefore, in poverty, affiiction, death 

of loved ones, diFculty in service, or financial need, he will 

rest on the ability of God to help him. He has learned from 

the (ord that God is almighty in power, infinite in wisdom, 

and ready to help and deliver His people. 8eading the (ord 

of God, together with meditation on it, is an excellent way to 

strengthen faith.

Two. (e must maintain an upright heart and a good conscience 

and not knowingly and habitually indulge in things which are 

contrary to the mind of God. How can I possibly continue to 

act in faith if I grieve the Lord and detract from His glory and 

honor5 All my confidence in God and all my leaning on Him in 

the hour of trial will be gone if I have a guilty conscience and 
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yet continue in sin. If I cannot trust in God because of a guilty 

conscience, my faith is weakened.

(ith every fresh trial, faith either increases by trusting God 

and getting help, or it decreases by not trusting Him. A habit of 

self-dependence is either defeated or encouraged. If we trust 

in God, we do not trust in ourselves, our fellowmen, circum-

stances, or in anything else. If we do trust in one or more of 

these, we do not trust in God.

If we desire our faith to be strengthened, we should not shrink 

from opportunities where our faith may be tried. The more I 

am in a position to be tried in faith, the more I will have the 

opportunity of seeing God's help and deliverance. Every fresh 

instance in which He helps and delivers me will increase my 

faith. The believer should not shrink from situations, positions, 

or circumstances in which his faith may be tried, but he should 

cheerfully embrace them as opportunities to see the hand of 

God stretched out in help and deliverance. Thus his faith will 

be strengthened.

The last important point for the strengthening of our faith is 

that we let God work for us and do not work a deliverance of 

our own. (hen a trial of faith comes, we are naturally inclined 

to distrust God and to trust in ourselves, in our friends, or in 

circumstances. (e would rather work a deliverance of our own 

than simply look to God and wait for His help. But if we do not 

patiently wait for God's help or if we work a deliverance of our 

own, then at the next trial of our faith we will have the same 

problem. (e will again be inclined to try and deliver ourselves. 

(ith every fresh trial, our faith will decrease. zn the contrary, 

if we stand firm in order to see the salvation of God, trusting in 

Him alone, our faith will be increased. Every time we see the 
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hand of God stretched out on our behalf in the hour of trial, 

our faith would be increased even more. God will prove His 

willingness to help and deliver at the perfect time.

Scriptural principles may be used to overcome the diFculties 

in business or any earthly calling. The children of God, who are 

strangers and pilgrims on earth, should expect to have diFculty 

in the world, for they are not at home here. But the Lord has 

provided us with promises in His (ord to cause us to triumph 

over circumstances. All diFculties may be overcome by acting 

according to the (ord of God.



Chapter Eighteen

A Time of Prosperity

December 1, 1842. For the last several months, money and sup-

plies have continued to flow in without interruption as they 

were needed. There was no excess or lack. But nothing came in 

today except five shillings for needlework. We only had enough 

to supply our absolute need-milk. We were unable to purchase 

the usual quantity of bread.

Someone may ask, "Why don't you buy the bread on credit? 

What does it matter whether you pay immediately for it or at 

the end of the month? Since the Orphan Houses are the work 

of the Lord, can't you trust Him to supply you with money to 

pay the bills from the butcher, baker, and grocer? AMer all, the 

things you purchase are needed so that the work may continue."

:y reply is thisI Gf this work is the work of (od, then He is surely 

able and willing to provide for it. He will not necessarily provide 

at the time we think that there is need. But when there is real 

need, He will not fail us. We may and should trust in the Lord to 

supply us with what we require at present, so that there may be 

no reason to go into debt.

G could buy a considerable amount of goods on credit, but 

the next time we were in need, G would turn to further cred-
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it instead of turning to the Lord. Faith, which is maintained 

and strengthened only by exercise, would become weaker and 

weaker. At last, G would probably find myself deeply in debt with 

no prospect of getting out of it.

Faith rests on the written Word of (od, but there is no promise 

that He will pay our debts. The Word says, "Owe no man any-

thing" R3om. 1)I85. The promise is given to His children, "G 

will never leave thee, nor forsake thee" RHeb. 1)IP5. "He that 

believeth on him shall not be confounded" R1 6eter 2IC5. We have 

no scriptural grounds to go into debt.

Our goal is to show the world and the Nhurch that even in 

these last evil days, (od is ready to help, comfort, and answer 

the prayers of those who trust in Him. We need not go to our 

fellowmen or to the ways of the world. (od is both able and 

willing to supply us with all we need in His service.

Through the printed accounts of this ministry, many have been 

converted. We consider it our precious privilege to continue to 

wait upon the Lord only instead of buying goods on credit or 

borrowing money from kind friends. As (od gives us grace we 

will look to Him only, although from meal to meal we have to 

depend on Him. (od is now in the tenth year of feeding these 

orphans, and He has never allowed them to go hungry. He will 

care for them in the future also.

G am deeply aware of my own helplessness and dependence 

on the Lord. Through the grace of (od my soul is in peace, 

although day aMer day we have to wait on the Lord for our daily 

bread.

December 1C, 1842. !othing has come in. At six o'clock this 

evening, our need was very great in the Orphan Houses and the 
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day schools. G prayed with two of the laborers. We needed some 

money to come in before eight o'clock tomorrow morning, so 

that we could buy milk for breakfast. Our hearts were at peace, 

and we felt assured that our Father would supply our need.

We had scarcely risen from our knees when G received a letter 

containing a sovereign for the orphans. About five minutes 

later, a brother promised to give me fiMy pounds next week. 

A quarter of an hour aMer that, a brother gave me a sovereign, 

which a sister in the Lord had leM for the orphans. How sweet 

and precious it is to see the willingness of the Lord to answer 

the prayers of. His needy children;

February 11, 184). We had one pound fourteen shillings avail-

able to meet the expenses of this day. But since this was not 

enough, G asked the Lord for helpff and this morning's mail 

brought me two pounds from Stajord. We now have enough 

for this day.

(od's timing is always perfect. Why did this money not come a 

few days sooner or later? Because the Lord wanted to help us by 

it, and He influenced the donor zust then, not sooner or later, to 

send it. Surely, all who know the Lord must see His hand in this 

work. G do not mean to say that it would be acting against the 

precepts of the Lord to seek for help in His work by personal 

and individual requests to believers. But G operate the ministry 

this way for the benefit of the Nhurch at large. G cheerfully bear 

the trials and the precious zoys of this life of faith if at least some 

of my fellow-believers might see that a child of (od does have 

power with Him by prayer and faith. That the Lord should use 

for so glorious a service one as unfaithful and unworthy as G 

am, can only be ascribed to the riches of His grace. He uses the 

most unlikely instruments so that the honor may be His alone.



THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF GEORGE MULLER148

:arch 8, 184). On October 2P, 1842, G had a long conversation 

with a sister in the Lord who seemed to be in a time of great 

financial need. G told her that my house and my money were 

hers. G had every reason to believe that she did not even have 

five pounds of her own. She assured me that she possessed five 

hundred pounds, and that it never seemed right to give away 

this money. She believed that (od put this sum into her hands 

without her seeking, and she thought it was a provision which 

the Lord had made for her. G made no reply to this. She asked 

me to pray for her about how she should use this money.

AMer she leM, G asked the Lord to cause her to realiJe the true 

riches and inheritance in the Lord Eesus and the reality of her 

heavenly calling. G asked that she would cheerfully lay down 

this five hundred pounds at His feet. G prayed about the matter 

daily for twenty-two days without mentioning it to anyone else. 

Gt would be far better that she kept this money than give it up 

and later regret the step she had taken and thereby dishonor the 

name of the Lord.

One day she was waiting to see me when G came home. She 

said she had sought the Lord's will concerning the five hundred 

pounds. She examined the Scriptures, prayed about it, and was 

now assured that it was His will for her to give up this money. G 

exhorted her to count the cost and insisted she wait at least two 

weeks longer before she carried out her intention.

She agreed. Yighteen days later, G received a letter from her. She 

was ready to give the money to our work in Bristol, but there 

would be several month's delay before it would be available to 

me. !aturally, G could have been very disappointed because G 

already had many ways in mind to use the money. But the Lord 

continued to meet our needs while G waited confidently on Him.
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Day aMer day passed, and the money did not come. At last, 

on the one hundred and thirty-fourth day since G had daily 

sought the Lord about this matter, G received a letter from the 

sister. She informed me that five hundred pounds had been 

paid into the hands of my bankers. She wrote in her letter, 

"G am thankful to say that G have never for one moment had 

the slightest feeling of regret, but it is wholly of the Lord's 

abounding grace. G speak it to His praise."

Several weeks later when G visited the Orphan Houses, one of 

the sisters mentioned that a young woman who lived with her 

father on Wilson Street wanted to move to a smaller house. 

She thought G may be interested in renting their house for the 

orphans. The sister had replied that she was sure that G had 

no thought of opening another Orphan House.

The more G pondered the matter, the more it appeared to 

me that this was the hand of (od moving me onward in this 

service. The following remarkable combination of circum-

stances struck me in particularI :ore applications have been 

made for the admission of orphans, especially during the last 

few months, than we are able to meet. The houses are filled 

as much as the health of the children and of the laborers will 

permit.

Gf G did rent another house for orphans, it would be most desir-

able and convenient to be in the same street where the other 

three are. But since the third Orphan House was opened, none 

of the larger houses in the street have been available.

FiMeen of the children in the Gnfant Orphan House should be 

moved to the house for the older girls, but there is no room. 

When a vacancy happens to occur in that house, several chil-

dren are waiting to fill it. :y original intention was to move the 
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children older than seven years to the houses for older boys and 

girls. Another Orphan House would solve the problem.

G know two sisters who would be suitable laborers for this fourth 

Orphan House, and they have a desire to be part of the work.

Three hundred pounds remain of the five hundred pounds G 

recently received. This money may be used to furnish a new 

Orphan House. G have never had this much money on hand at 

any one time during the last five years-a remarkable thing, in 

connection with the four other circumstances.

A fourth Orphan House would increase our expenses several 

hundred pounds a year. We have experienced almost continu-

ous trials of faith for five years. This new Orphan House would 

prove that G have not regretted this service, and that G am not 

tired of depending on the Lord from day to day. The faith of 

other children of (od might be strengthened and encouraged.

But as conclusive as these points were, they did not convince me 

that G should go forward in this service if the Spirit's leading did 

not accompany them. G therefore prayed day aMer day, without 

saying anything to any other person. G prayed twenty-two days 

without even mentioning it to my dear wife. Finally, G came 

to the conclusion that (od wanted me to establish another 

Orphan House. That same day G received fiMy pounds. What a 

striking confirmation that the Lord will help although the needs 

increase;

At last G went to inquire whether the woman still wanted to move 

to another house. But here G found an apparent hindrance. Since 

G had not expressed any interest in the house, she and her father 

changed their plans and decided to remain But they asked me 

to come back in a week, and they would give me an answer.



A TIME OF PROSPERITY 151

G was not upset in the least by this obstacle. "Lord, if ffiou have no 

need of another Orphan House, G have none," was my prayer. G 

was willing to do (od's will and to delight myself in Him. G knew 

G was not seeking my own honor but the Lord's. G was not serving 

myself but Him. Through my times of prayer and waiting on the 

Lord, G had come to the conclusion that it was His will that G 

should go forward in this service. For these reasons G felt sure 

that G would have the house. G faced the obstacle in complete 

peace-a plain proof that G was being led by the Holy Spirit. Gf G 

had sought to enlarge the work by my own ejorts, G would have 

been upset and uncomfortable.

AMer a week G called again on the woman. That same day her 

father had gone out and found a suitable house for them. He 

was willing to let me have the one on Wilson Street. G was 

accepted as a tenant, and all the diFculties were removed. AMer 

the first of Eune, we began getting the house readyff and in Euly, 

the orphans were received.

When a believer is doing the work that (od has called him to 

do, he may be confident of success in spite of obstacles. The 

first thing he has to ask himself isI Am G in a calling in which G 

can abide with (od? Gf you cannot ask (od's blessing upon your 

occupation, or if you would be ashamed to be found in it when 

the Lord Eesus returns, or if it hinders your spiritual progress, 

then you must give it up and be engaged in something else. But 

this is only necessary in a few cases. :ost occupations are not of 

such a nature that a believer would need to give them up in order 

to maintain a good conscience before (od, although certain 

alterations may need to be made in the manner of conducting 

the business. The Lord will direct us in this if we wait upon Him 

and expect to hear His voice.
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The next point to be settled is thisI Why do G carry on this 

business, or why am G engaged in this trade or profession? Gn 

most instances the answer would be, "G am engaged in my earthly 

calling so that G may support myself and my family." Here is the 

chief error that causes almost all the other errors by children 

of (od concerning their calling. To be engaged in a business 

merely to obtain the necessities of life for ourselves and family 

is not scriptural. We should work because it is the Lord's will 

concerning us. "Let him labor, working with his hands the thing 

which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth" 

RYph. 4I285.

The Lord generally meets our needs through our zobs. But that 

is not the reason why we should work. Gf providing the neces-

sities of life depended on our ability to work, we could never 

have freedom from anxiety. We would always have to say to 

ourselves, "What will G do when G am too old to work, or if G am 

sick?" But if we are engaged in our earthly calling because it is 

the will of the Lord for us, He is sure to provide for us because 

we labor in obedience to Him.

Why do G carry on this business? Why am G engaged in this trade 

or profession? These questions should first be settled in the fear 

of (od and according to His revealed will. We will then answer 

honestly, "G carry on my business as a servant of Eesus Nhrist. He 

has commanded me to work, and therefore, G work." Whether a 

believer chooses to become a missionary, a teacher, a carpenter, 

or a businessman, he will be blessed and find satisfaction in his 

career-as long as he works in zoyful obedience to the Lord.



Chapter Nineteen

God Builds a Miracle

For nearly ten years I never had any desire to build an Orphan 

House. On the contrary, I preferred spending the funds which 

came in for present needs, enlarging the work according to the 

means the Lord gave.

But at the end of October, 1845, I was led to consider this 

matter in a way I had never done before. I received a letter from 

a gentleman who lived on the street where the four Orphan 

Houses were. He courteously informed me that the residents in 

the nearby houses were inconvenienced by the Orphan Houses 

on Wilson Street. He asked me to do what seemed best to me 

about the matter.

I was very busy that week, and I had scarcely any time to con-

sider it further. On Monday morning, however, I set apart some 

hours for prayerful consideration of the subject. I wrote down 

the reasons which appeared desirable that the Orphan Houses 

should be moved from Wilson Street, and the reasons against 

moving.

Reasons For Moving From Wilson Street. The neighbors feel in-

convenienced by the noise of the children during playtime. This 

complaint is neither without foundation nor unjust, although 
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one could not find fault with the dear children on account of it. 

It would probably give me a headache if I lived next door to the 

Orphan Houses. I therefore should do to others as I want them 

to do for me. This point had never before appeared to me in so 

serious a light.

The greatness of the number of the residents in the houses has 

prevented the drains from working properly, and it has offen 

a'ected the water in one or two of the neighbor"s houses. These 

words, (Let not then your good be evil spoken of( :Rom. 1461)[, 

and (Let your moderation ]willingness to yieldP be known unto 

all men( :Ghilippians 465[, seemed to be two important portions 

of the Word of Nod to be acted upon in this matter.

We have no proper playgrounds on Wilson Street. Our play-

ground is only large enough for the children of one house at a 

time, but children in four houses should have the benefit of it. 

We cannot arrange for all the children to use the playground 

because meals, school hours, weather, and other hindrances 

interfere.

Co ground is available for a garden near the Orphan Houses. By 

moving from Wilson Street and obtaining premises surrounded 

by farmland, we would be able to benefit the children. They 

would have a better opportunity for practical labor, and it would 

give the boys an occupation more suitable for them than knit-

ting.

The country air would be much better for the health of the 

orphans than the polluted air in the Aity.

In times of sickness we are too confined in the houses on Wilson 

Street. We do not have a single spare room in any of the houses. 

Elthough the Lord has mercifully helped us through such times 
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in the past, yet it has not been without inconvenience. We 

sometimes have more children in one room than is desirable 

for good health. zven when there is no sickness, it would be 

desirable to have more room.

The more I have considered the matter, the more I am persuad-

ed that no ordinary large house, built only to accommodate ten 

people at most, will be suitable for a charitable institution of 

any considerable siUe. There seemed to me, therefore, no other 

choice but to build.

Reasons For Remaining On Wilson Street 1. Nod has plainly 

given us this location. Es we have grown in siUe, Nod has opened 

up other houses on this street to be available for our use.

?ntil now Nod has pointed out Wilson Street as being the spot 

where this work should be carried on. Aould the time have 

come for movingffi

Gerhaps we should rent more houses on Wilson Street. We 

could use two houses for Orphan Houses and one of them for 

an infirmary in case of sickness. :But then the objection of the 

neighbors would remain on account of the noise of the children. 

The drains would be more unsuitable since they are not con-

structed for so many residents. To alter them would be a heavy 

expense. The playground would be even less suqcient. Lastly, 

there is no reason to think that we could rent any additional 

houses.[

Three great objections exist against building. E considerable 

sum is reDuired which could be spent for the orphans" present 

needs. The pilgrim character of the Ahristian seems to be lost in 

building a permanent structure. Finally, it will take a great deal 

of time to make the necessary arrangements for it.
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But all these objections only hold good if I needlessly set 

about building. If I could rent premises which are in every 

way suitable for the work, and I still preferred to build, then 

those objections would apply to this case. But we could not 

be accused of needlessly spending money in building instead 

of renting. Ceither would time be wasted. Therefore, these 

three objections just mentioned were removed once I saw 

plainly that no other choice remained but to build.

Effer I had spent a few hours in prayer and consideration 

over the subject, I began to see that the Lord was leading 

me to build. His intentions were to benefit the orphans and 

better order of the whole work. Furthermore, He wanted 

to show that He could and would provide large sums for 

those who need them and trust in Him for them. Kuring no 

period had the number of the applications for the admission 

of orphans been greater than just before I was led to think 

about building.

That same affernoon, I laid the matter before my fellow-la-

borers in the church to get their opinion. They were all in 

agreement that they saw no reason not to build. The next 

day, my dear wife and I began to meet for prayer about this 

matter and planned to do so every morning. We asked Nod 

for clearer light concerning the details of the project. Being 

assured that it was His will that I should build, I began asking 

the Lord for money.

Suqciently large premises to accommodate three hundred 

children would be needed, together with a large piece of 

ground near Bristol for the building and a small farm. This 

would cost at least ten thousand pounds. I was not discour-

aged by this but trusted in Nod.
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We continued meeting for prayer every morning for fiffeen 

days, but not a single donation came in. But my heart was 

not discouraged. The more I prayed, the more assured I was 

that the Lord would provide. It is as if I had already seen the 

new premises actually before me. Since the beginning of the 

Scriptural Ynowledge Institution, Nod has led me forward and 

enlarged the work without my seeking affer it. My only motives 

are the honor and glory of Nod, the welfare of the Ahurch, 

the physical and spiritual welfare of destitute orphans, and the 

welfare of all those who would take care of them. Effer praying 

again and again about the matter, I still remained in perfect 

peace. I therefore decided it was assuredly Nod"s will that I 

should go forward.

On Covember 15, 1845 a brother arrived to work for a little while 

in Bristol. I told him about having to move the orphans from 

Wilson Street. He felt that it was Nod"s will that I build. This dear 

brother"s judgment greatly encouraged me. He also suggested 

that I seek Nod"s direction for the design of the building. He 

said, (;ou must ask help from Nod to show you the plan, so that 

all you do may be according to the mind of Nod.(

I waited daily upon Nod for finances for this work, and not a 

single penny had been given to me. Cevertheless, this did not 

discourage me. My assurance increased more and more that 

Nod, in His own time and in His own way, would give the means.

More than at any period in my life,  I  was struck by these 

verses6 (My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers 

temptationsJ Ynowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh 

patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be 

perfect and entire, wanting nothing( : 2ames 163-4[. These words 

spoke to my heart about building the Orphan House. I asked the 
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Lord to increase my faith and sustain my patience. I knew that 

I needed patience as well as faith.

On the thirty-sixth day affer I began to pray, I received one 

thousand pounds for building the Orphan House. It was the 

largest single donation I had ever received. But I was as calm 

and Duiet as if I had only received one shilling because I was 

expecting to receive an answer to my prayers. zven if five thou-

sand pounds or ten thousand pounds had been given to me, it 

would not have surprised me.

Kecember 10, 1845. My sister-in-law told me that she met a 

gentleman in London who read the story of the Lord"s dealings 

with me. She told him that I planned to build an Orphan House, 

and he, an architect, o'ered to make the plan and supervise the 

building gratuitously. He is also a Ahristian. The fact that this of-

fer comes unsolicited and from a Ahristian architect especially 

shows the hand of Nod.

Kecember 30, 1845. This is now the fiffieth day since I have 

come to the conclusion to build. Cot even one penny has come 

in since Kecember 19. This morning I have been particularly 

encouraged because the Lord sent me the one thousand pounds 

and the promise from that Ahristian architect whose name I 

don"t even know yet.

I have begun to be more specific in my prayers. We should have a 

large piece of ground, at least six or seven acres, in the vicinity of 

Bristol. This will, of course, be very expensive, but my hope is in 

Nod. I have not sought affer this thing, nor has it begun with me. 

Nod has unexpectedly led me to it. The day before I received 

my neighbor"s letter making me aware of the inconveniences 

caused by the orphans, I had no thought about building a house 

for the orphans. My prayer is that Nod will continue to give me 
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faith and patience. If He helps me to wait on Him, help will 

surely come.

Kecember 34, 1845. Co further donations have come in, but my 

hope in Nod is unshaken. He most assuredly will help. I have 

purposely not printed any information in connection with this 

matter, in order that the hand of Nod may be clearly seen. I 

spoke to a few people about my intention of building, when 

the conversation led to it. Through this, the Lord can make it 

known to others and thus send money for the building fund. 

Or He can send in such an abundance for the work which is 

already in existence that there might be a rich surplus for the 

building fund. Co doubt, we will face many trials connected with 

this enlargement of the field of labor. Therefore, I desire to see 

clearly that Nod Himself is leading me onward.

Kecember 3!, 1845. This evening I received fiffy pounds. This 

donation is exceedingly precious to me not only because it was 

cheerfully givenJ nor even because of its siUe, but because it is 

another precious proof that Nod will provide for the building. 

My assurance has been increasing that Nod will build for Him-

self a large Orphan House in this city to show what a blessed 

thing it is to trust in Him. I can only say, (Lord, here is ;our 

servant, if ;ou want to use me.(

Kecember 09, 1845. This morning I came, in the course of my 

reading, to the book of zUra 1 was particularly refreshed by the 

two following points in the first chapter, and I applied them to 

the building of the Orphan House.

Ayrus, an idolatrous king, was used by Nod to provide the means 

for building the temple at 2erusalem. How easy it would be for 

Nod to provide ten thousand pounds for the Orphan House or 

even twenty or thirty thousand pounds if needed.
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The people were stirred up by Nod to help those who went up 

to 2erusalem. It is a small matter for Him to put it into the hearts 

of His children to help me.

2anuary 0, 184). One of the orphans gave sixpence for the build-

ing fund. This morning I asked the Lord to go before me, and I 

went out to look for a piece of ground. The armory had been 

mentioned to me several times as a suitable place. I did not 

think so, yet I thought I should at least look at it. Effer I saw 

it, my judgment about its unsuitableness was confirmed. On my 

way back to the city, I saw some fields near the armory. This 

evening I have been led to write to the owner, asking whether 

he wants to sell them. I am now Duietly waiting for the Lord"s 

further direction. If His time has come to answer our reDuests 

for a suitable piece of land, I will be glad. If not, I desire that 

patience may have her perfect work.

2anuary 8, 184). I received a reply to my letter. The owner of the 

fields writes that the land is too expensive for me to a'ord.

2anuary !, 184). I went to see those fields again, and they seem 

very suitable. I met a land agent there who told me that they 

would be nearly a thousand pounds per acre and therefore, too 

expensive. I asked the agent to inform me if he heard of any 

suitable land for sale.

2anuary 01, 184). It is now eighty-nine days since I have been 

daily waiting upon Nod about the building of an Orphan House. 

The Lord will soon give us a piece of ground, and I told the 

brothers and sisters so this evening.

February 3, 184). Today I heard of suitable and inexpensive land 

on Eshley Kown.
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February 0, 184). The land on Eshley Kown is the best of all I 

have seen.

February 4, 184). This evening I called on the owner of the 

land on Eshley Kown, but he was not at home. I was told that 

I could find him at his business. I went there, but he had leff a 

few minutes earlier. I could have gone back to his house, but I 

did not do so, judging that it was Nod"s will that I did not find 

him at either place. I decided not to force the matter but to (let 

patience have her perfect work.(

February 5, 184). This morning I saw the owner of the land. 

He told me that he awoke at three o"clock this morning and 

could not sleep again until five. While he was lying awake, he 

kept thinking about the piece of land he had heard I wanted 

for the Orphan House. He decided that if I want to buy it, he 

would let me have it for one hundred and twenty pounds per 

acre, instead of two hundred pounds, the price which he had 

previously asked. How good the Lord isK The agreement was 

made this morning, and I purchased a field of nearly seven acres.

February 8, 184). I wrote to the architect who has o'ered his 

help.

February 11, 184). I received a reply to my letter to the architect. 

He was happy to o'er his abilities as an architect and surveyor, 

free of charge, to help us build the new Orphan House.

The total amount given for the building fund, as of 2une 4, 184), 

is a little over two thousand seven hundred pounds. This is only 

a small part of what will be neededJ but Nod, in His own time, 

will send the whole sum. Two hundred and twelve days have 

passed since I first began to pray about this work. I am more than 

ever assured that Nod will condescend to use me to build" this 
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house. If I had made this decision based on mere enthusiasm, 

I would have been overwhelmed by the diqculties. But Nod 

has led me to this work. He has helped me in the past and will 

continue to help me until the end.

2uly 4, 184). My faith and patience have been exceedingly tried. 

Nreat diqculties arose about my possessing the land affer all. 

But, by Nod"s grace, my heart was kept in peace, being fully 

assured that if the Lord took this piece of land from me, it would 

only be for the purpose of giving me a still better one. Our 

heavenly Father never takes anything from His children unless 

He means to give them something better.

In the midst of this great trial of faith, I could not help thinking 

that the diqculties were only allowed for the trial of my faith 

and patience. Last evening I received a letter stating that all 

the diqculties were removed. In a few days, the deed will be 

transferred.

2uly ), 184). The reason why so little came in for the building 

fund during the last several months seems to be that we did 

not need the money at that time. When it was needed, and 

when my faith and patience had been suqciently tried, the Lord 

sent more. Today two thousand and fiffy pounds were given to 

me-two thousand pounds for the building fund and fiffy pounds 

for present expenses.

It is impossible to describe my joy in Nod when I received this 

donation. I expect answers to my prayers, and I believe that Nod 

hears me. ;et my heart was so full of joy that I could only sit 

before Nod and praise Him. Et last I fell on my knees and burst 

forth in thanksgiving to Nod. I surrendered my heart afresh to 

Him for His blessed service.
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Covember 1!,  184).  This  morning  between five  and  six 

o"clock I prayed, among other things, about the building 

fund. I then had a long time for reading the Word of Nod. I 

came to Mark 116346 (What things soever ye desire, when ye 

pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.( 

I have offen spoken about the importance of the truth con-

tained in this verse. Epplying it to the new Orphan House, I 

said to the Lord, (Lord, I believe that ;ou will give me all I 

need for this work. I am sure that I will have all, because I 

believe that I receive in answer to my prayer.(

This evening a registered letter came for me containing a 

check for three hundred pounds. Two hundred and eighty 

pounds are for the building fund, ten pounds for my own per-

sonal expenses, and ten pounds for brother Araik. The Lord"s 

holy name be praised for this precious encouragementK The 

building fund is now increased to more than six thousand 

pounds.

Kecember !, 184). It is now four hundred days since I have 

been waiting upon Nod for help to build the Orphan House. 

But as yet He keeps me in the trial of faith and patience. He 

seems to be saying, (My hour is not yet come.( ;et He does 

sustain me in continuing to wait upon Him. By His grace my 

faith is not in the least shaken. I am Duite sure that He, in 

His own time, will give me everything I need concerning this 

work. How and when I will be supplied, I do not know. But 

I am sure that Nod will help me in His own time and way.

In the meantime I have abundant reason to praise Nod that I 

am not waiting on Him in vain. Kuring this past year He has 

given me, in answer to prayer, a suitable piece of ground, and six 

thousand three hundred and four pounds for the building fund. 
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Surely, I am not waiting upon the lord in vainK By His help, then, 

I am resolved to continue this course to the end.



Chapter Twenty

Answering God's Call to 
Service

January 25, 1847. The season is approaching when the build-

ing may begin. I have prayed with increased earnestness that 

the Lord would speedily send the remainder of the required 

amount. I believe the time is drawing near when the Lord will 

give me all I need to begin to build. I rose from my knees this 

morning in full confidence not only that God could but also 

would send the money soon.

About an hour ajer I had prayed, the sum of two thousand 

pounds was given to me for the building fund. I cannot describe 

the Hoy I had in God when I received this donation. I have waited 

four hundred and forty-seven days upon God for the amount we 

needed. Fow great is the blessing the soul obtains by trusting 

in God and by waiting patiently. Drom 0ecember 1O, 1845 to 

January 25, 1847, I have received, solely in answer to prayer, 

nine thousand two hundred and eighty-five pounds. The Lord is 

willing to give what will be needed once the new xrphan Fouse 

is built, although the eWpenses will be about two thousand five 

hundred pounds a year more than they were before.
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Drom the opening of this institution it had been my desire to use 

part of the funds to aid missionaries who are not supported by 

regular salary. 0uring the last two years, the Lord has allowed 

me to do so in a far greater degree than before. I know that many 

who preach the Sord do not have any salary to live on and are 

in need.

Bome may say that these people should trust in God. If they 

preach Jesus as the only hope for the salvation of sinners, they 

should set a good eWample by trusting God for the supply of 

their temporal necessities. This would encourage unconverted 

people to trust in the Lord Jesus for the salvation of their souls. 

Mut I also felt that I, as their brother, should try to help them 

as much as I could. 9y own money would go only a little way, 

so I began to pray more earnestly than ever for missionaries. 

The Lord answered my daily supplications, and I was honored 

to send nearly three times my usual amount of support to them.

I have asked God to direct me especially to send support to 

those who might be in particular need. I also tried to share with 

them an encouraging word to strengthen their hearts in God. 

These dear brethren have been helped not only by the money 

in a temporal way but also in the help that has refreshed and 

strengthened their hearts to trust in God even more.

9arch !, 1847. Fow good is the Lord in helping me week ajer 

week through the heavy eWpenses, especially in this time of 

deep economic distress and scarcity of provisionsffi To Fis praise 

I can say we have lacked nothing all winter.

Shen sight ceases, it is the time for faith to work. The greater 

the di'culties, the easier it is for faith. As long as human pos-

sibilities for success remain, faith does not accomplish things 

as easily as when all natural prospects fail. 0uring the time 
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of poverty, our eWpenses were considerably greater than usual. 

9any people who otherwise might have supported us were un-

able to do so or had their surplus directed into other channels. 

Mut the gold and silver are the LordNs. To Fim we made our 

prayer, and in Fim we put our trust. Fe did not forsake us. 

Se went as easily through that winter as through any other. 

God used this time as a special opportunity of showing the 

blessedness of trusting in Fim.

9ay 11, 1847. I have been able to meet all the eWpenses connect-

ed with housekeeping during the coming week. The children 

have lacked nothing. "ever were provisions as eWpensive as 

they are now. The bread and rice cost almost twice as much as 

eighteen months ago, and the oatmeal is nearly three times as 

eWpensive. "o potatoes can be purchased because of the high 

prices.

In these days of financial struggles, the question naturally arises, 

?If you only have to care for one hundred and thirty orphans, 

and you are so poor, what will you do when there are three 

hundred3? Buch thoughts do not trouble me. The Lord can 

supply all the financial means that the work will require when 

the new xrphan Fouse is opened, as easily as Fe does now.

July 7, 1847. Sork on the building was begun today. Dinally, ajer 

I sought the help of God for siW hundred and seven days, Fe has 

given me the desire of my heart.

Debruary Y, 1848. Bomeone may say, ?Pou are continually in 

need. "o sooner is the one demand met than another comes. 

0oesnNt it seem like a trying life3 ArenNt you tired of it3?

I am more or less continually in need in connection with this 

work. God has supplied me with money to continue, and I enHoy 
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telling people how Fe has answered my requests. Mut money is 

by no means the chief thing that I stand in need of from day to 

day.

Bickness among the children is always a di'cult trial. ;rayer is 

required for money, medicine, and guidance and wisdom from 

God.

Bometimes children are hired out as household help or appren-

tices. Dinding a suitable place for them is importantz however, it 

is more di'cult than obtaining money. Bometimes I have waited 

upon God for many weeks to have this need supplied, but Fe 

has always helped.

Bometimes my need of wisdom and guidance is great in order to 

know how certain children should be treated under particular 

circumstances. A need in this respect is no small thing, although 

I have been helped when I waited patiently on God.

Shen one of the laborers must leave the work on account of 

health or other reasons, I am in far greater need than when 

I require money for the institution. Buch a need can only be 

supplied by waiting on God.

xne of the greatest di'culties connected with this work is to 

find suitable godly persons for it. 9any things are to be consid-

ered-suitable age, health, ability, eWperience, love for children, 

true godliness, preparation to bear with the many trials and 

di'culties connected with it, and a strong desire to labor, not 

for the sake of the money but to serve God.

To find godly persons with these qualifications is not an easy 

matter. I am not looking for perfect fellow-laborers, nor do I 

suppose that my fellow-laborers are without weaknesses, de-
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ficiencies, and failings. I myself am far from perfect. Mut I try 

to find suitable individuals in whom, as much as possible, the 

above qualifications are united.

The laborers should work happily among themselves, and then 

I can work easily with them. I must be their servantz and yet, I 

must maintain the place of authority God has given me over this 

work. This need is far greater than any that is connected with 

money. These matters lead a person to call upon Godffi Truly, I 

am in continual need.

9any years have passed since I made my boast in God by pub-

lishing reports of this ministry. Batan unquestionably is waiting 

for me to fall. If I was lej to myself, I would fall prey to him at 

once. ;ride, unbelief, or other sins would be my ruin and lead 

me to bring disgrace upon the name of Jesus. "o one should 

admire me, be astonished at my faith, or think of me as if I were 

an amafling person. "o, I am as weak as ever. I need to be upheld 

in faith and every other grace.

"evertheless, I do not find that this work leads to a trying life but 

a very happy one. It is impossible to describe the abundance of 

peace and heavenly Hoy that ojen :ows into my soul because of 

the answers I obtain from God ajer waiting on Fim for help and 

blessing. The longer I have had to wait on Fim, or the greater 

my need is, the greater the enHoyment when at last the answer 

came. I am not in the least tired of this way of life because I 

eWpected di'culties from the very beginning. Dor the glory of 

God and the encouragement of Fis dear children, I desired to 

pass through them, if only the saints might be benefited by the 

dealings of God with me.

The longer I go on in this service, the greater the trials of one 

kind or another become. Mut at the same time, I grow happier 
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in my service and more assured that I am employed as the Lord 

would have me to be. Fow then could I be tired of carrying 

on the work of God3 God has proved many times that Fe is 

faithful to Fis Sord( ?Beek ye first the kingdom of God, and 

his righteousnessz and all these things shall be added unto you? 

69att. )(YYK.

The great business which the disciple of the Lord Jesus has to 

be concerned about is to seek the Cingdom of God. I believe 

this means to seek the eWternal and internal prosperity of the 

[hurch. If we seek to win souls for the Lord Jesus, we are 

seeking the eWternal prosperity of the Cingdom of God. If we 

help our fellow-members in the Mody grow in grace and truth or 

care for them in any way, we are seeking the internal prosperity 

of God.

In connection with this, we also have to seek Fis righteousness. 

This means to seek to be more and more like God-to seek to be 

inwardly conformed to the mind of God. If these two things are 

attended to diligently, we come to that precious promise( ?And 

all these things ]that is, food, clothing, or anything else you need 

for this present lifeR shall be added unto you.?

0o you make it your primary business and your first great con-

cern to seek the Cingdom of God and Fis righteousness3 Are 

the things of God, the honor of Fis name, the welfare of Fis 

[hurch, the conversion of sinners, and the profit of your own 

soul, your chief aim3 xr does your business, your family, or 

your own temporal concerns primarily occupy your attention3 

Jemember that the world will pass away, but the things of God 

will endure forever. I never knew a child of God who acted 

according to the above passage for whom the Lord did not fulfill 

Fis promise, ?All these things shall be added unto you.?
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April 2!, 1848. The total amount that I have received for the 

building fund is more than eleven thousand pounds. This sum 

enables me to meet all the eWpenses connected with the pur-

chase of the land and the building of the house. ;raise the Lordffi





Chapter Twenty-One

The Exciting Life of 
Stewardship

May 1, 1848. Whether we are called as missionaries or another 

trade or profession, we should carry on our business as stewards 

of the Lord. The child of God has been bought with the pre-

cious blood of the Lord Jesus. All that he possesses-his bodily 

strength, his mental strength, his ability of every kind, his trade 

or business, and his property-all belong to God. It is written, 

"Ye are not your own. For ye are bought with a price" (1 Cor. 

6:19-20).

The proceeds of our calling are not our own in the sense of 

having freedom to spend them on the gratification of our pride 

or our love of pleasure. We have to stand before our Lord and 

Master as His stewards to seek His will concerning how He 

will have us use the proceeds of our calling. In 1 Cor. 16:2, it 

is written, "Upon the first day of the week let every one of you 

lay by him in store, as God has prospered him." A contribution 

for the poor saints in Judea was to be made, and the brethren at 

Corinth were exhorted to give every Lord's day according to the 

measure of success which the Lord had blessed them during the 

week. Now, shouldn't the saints today also act according to this 
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word? It is altogether in accordance with our pilgrim character 

to see how much we can afford to give to the poor or to the work 

of God every week.

We should also keep in mind the scriptural principle, "He which 

soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he that soweth 

bountifully shall reap also bountifully" (2 Cor. 9:6). We are abun-

dantly blessed in Jesus, and we need no stimulus to do good 

works. The forgiveness of our sins, having been made forever 

the children of God, having before us the Father's house as our 

home-these blessings should constrain us to serve God in love 

and gratitude all the days of our lives.

The verse is true, both in this life and in the life to come. If we 

have been sparingly using our property for Him, little treasure 

will be laid up in heaven. But if the love of Christ constrains 

a brother to sow bountifully, he will, even in this life, reap 

bountifully, both in blessings for his soul and in temporal things. 

"There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that 

withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty. The 

liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall be 

watered also himself' (Prov. 11:24- 25).

"Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed 

down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give 

into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal 

it shall be measured to you again" (Luke 6:38). This evidently 

refers to this life and temporal things.

Let us walk as stewards and not act as owners, keeping for 

ourselves the means with which the Lord has entrusted us. He 

has not blessed us that we may gratify our own carnal mind but 

for the sake of using our money in His service and to His praise.



THE EXCITING LIFE OF STEWARDSHIP 175

A brother with small earnings may ask, "Should I also give? My 

earnings are already so small that my family can barely make 

ends meet."

My reply is, "Have you ever considered that the very reason your 

earnings remain so small may be because you spend everything 

on yourself? If God gave you more, you would only use it to 

increase your own comfort instead of looking to see who is sick 

or who has no work at all that you might help them."

A brother whose earnings are small may be greatly tempted to 

refuse the responsibility of assisting the needy and sick saints or 

helping the work of God. He thinks it should be the work of a 

few rich believers in the fellowship. Thus he robs his own soul!

How much should you give of your income? God lays down no 

rule concerning this point. We should give cheerfully and not 

because it is required. But if even Jacob, with the first dawning 

of spiritual light promised to God the tenth of all, how much 

should we believers in the Lord Jesus do for Him? (See Gen. 

28:22). If the love of Christ causes us to give, we will have this 

verse fulfilled in our experience. The Lord will abundantly repay 

us, and in the end we will find that we are not losers even in 

temporal things. But the moment someone begins to give for the 

sake of receiving more back from the Lord, or he stops sowing 

bountifully in order to increase his own possessions, the river of 

God's bounty will no longer continue to flow.

The child of God must be willing to be a channel through 

which God's abundant blessings flow. This channel is narrow 

and shallow at first, yet some of the waters of God's bounty can 

pass through. If we cheerfully yield ourselves to this purpose, 

the channel becomes wider and deeper, allowing more of the 

bounty of God to pass through. We cannot limit the extent to 
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which God may use us as instruments in communicating 

blessing if we are willing to yield ourselves to Him and are 

careful to give Him all the glory.

May 3,  1848.  The  work is  now large,  and  the  expenses 

are great. During the month we spent about five hundred 

pounds for the various supplies for the institution. I cannot 

expect the expenses to decrease-but I have no desire that 

they should! I have as much joy in writing checks for large 

amounts as I have in depositing the money which I receive 

from God through donors. The money is of no value to me 

unless I can use it for God. The more I pay out for the work 

of God, the more prospect I have of being further supplied 

by Him. The larger the sum I obtain from Him, in answer to 

prayer, the greater is the proof of the blessedness and the 

reality of dealing directly with God alone for what I need. 

Therefore, I have as much joy in giving as in receiving.

With all my might I have devoted myself to have the Orphan 

House filled with children. As large sums are needed and 

expended, I will have a greater reason than ever to draw upon 

the inexhaustible treasures of God. Obviously, money ob-

tained by prayer may not be wasted. If anyone would obtain 

means from God by prayer and then waste it, he would soon 

find that he was not able to pray in faith for further supplies.

January 17, 1849. Further steps are to be taken to furnish 

the new Orphan House. More than two-thirds of the rooms 

are almost ready. I have prayed earnestly every day that the 

Lord would give me the money we still need. This evening 

I received six hundred pounds which will take care of the 

heavy expenses connected with furnishing the new Orphan 

House.
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February 12, 1849. The new Orphan House is now almost en-

tirely finished. In six weeks, with the help of God, all will be 

completed. I have been very busy during the last two weeks 

making the necessary arrangements for furnishing it. I began to 

pray still more earnestly that the Lord would give me the means 

which may yet be needed for the completion of the house.

A brother in the Lord came to me this morning and, a[er a 

few minutes of conversation, gave me two thousand pounds for 

furnishing the new Orphan House or for anything else needed 

in connection with the orphans. I have placed all of this sum, at 

least for the present, in the building fund.

Now I am able to meet all the expenses. In all probability I will 

even have several hundred pounds more than I need. The Lord 

not only gives as much as is absolutely necessary for His work, 

but He gives abundantly. This blessing filled me with inexpress-

ible delight. He had given me the full answer to my thousands 

of prayers during these eleven hundred and ninety-five days.

February 26, 1849. A[er all the expenses had been met for 

the purchase of the land, the building, and furnishing of the 

new Orphan House, a balance remained of seven hundred and 

seventy-six pounds. This proved that the Lord can not only 

supply us with all we need in His service simply in answer to 

prayer, but He can also give us even more than we need.

June 18, 1849. Today, as the fruit of the prayers of three years and 

seven months, the children began to be moved from the four 

Orphan Houses in Wilson Street to the new Orphan House.

June 23, 1849. This has been a week of great blessing. All the 

orphans with their teachers and overseers have been moved 

into the new Orphan House.
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About one hundred and forty people now live under one roof. 

The Lord has greatly helped us.

For more than three years, I have sought the help of God con-

cerning everything connected with the new Orphan House. I 

expected His help, but He has done beyond my expectations. 

Although the last children were moved in only the day before 

yesterday, great order has already been established in the house, 

and everything is running smoothly. Praise the Lord for this! My 

soul magnifies Him for His goodness! Also, the Lord has met all 

the extraordinary expenses connected with moving the orphans 

from Wilson Street into the new Orphan House. I have more 

than five hundred pounds available to begin housekeeping in, 

the new Orphan House. How true that those who trust in the 

Lord will not be disappointed! A[er many great trials of faith 

during the thirteen years and two months the orphans were 

at Wilson Street, the Lord brought us from out from there in 

comparative abundance. May His holy name be praised!

August 30, 1849. I received a fi[y-pound note with these words: 

"I send you a fi[y-pound note, half for the missions, and half for 

the orphans, unless you are in any personal need. If so, take five 

pounds for yourself. This will be the last large sum I will be able 

to send you. Almost all the rest is already out at interest."

I took half of this fi[y pounds for the orphans and half for 

missionaries. When the writer said, "the rest is already out at 

interest," he meant that he had given it away for the Lord. Indeed 

that is the best way of using the money the Lord entrusts to us.

]Since that time I have received other large donations from the 

same man. He used his money for God, and God soon trusted 

him with another large sum, which he again used for the Lord. 

This did not surprise me at all. In whatever way God makes us 
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His stewards, whether in temporal or spiritual things, if we act 

as stewards and not as owners, He will make us stewards over 

more.H





Chapter Twenty-Two

A New Victory of Faith

December 5, 1850. It is now sixteen years and nine months 

since I began the Scriptural Knowledge Institution for Home 

and Abroad. This institution was very small in the beginning. 

Now it is so large that the current expenses are over six thousand 

pounds a year. The new Orphan House is inhabited by three 

hundred orphans, and a total of three hundred and thirty-five 

persons are connected with it. My work is abundant.

Despite this, I am thinking about laboring more than ever in 

serving poor orphans. This matter has been on my mind for the 

last ten days, and I have begun to pray about it. I am considering 

the construction of another Orphan House, large enough for 

seven hundred orphans, so that I might be able to care for a 

total of one thousand orphans. I have received two hundred 

and seven orphans within the last sixteen months and now have 

seventy-eight waiting for admission.

Most other charitable institutions for orphans make the admis-

sion of a destitute orphan very difficult, if not impossible, if they 

do not have an influential person to sponsor them. In our case, 

nothing is needed but application to me. The poorest person, 

without influence, without friends, without any expense, no 
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matter where he lives or which denomination he is affiliated 

with, may be admitted. Since it is difficult for poor people to get 

their orphan relatives admitted into ordinary establishments, I 

feel called to be the friend of the orphan.

The experience I have had in this service for fiCeen years calls 

me to make use of my knowledge to the utmost of my power. 

No member of a committee or president of a society could 

possibly have the same experience unless he personally had 

been engaged in such a work for a number of years, as I have 

been.

If seven hundred more young souls could be brought under 

regular godly training, what blessed service that would be for 

the Kingdom of !hristG I began this work to show the world and 

the !hurch that Bod in heaven hears and answers prayer. This 

is better accomplished the larger the work is, provided I obtain 

the means simply through prayer and faith.

?ut thoughts of another character have occurred to me. I al-

ready have an abundance of work. My dear wife is also very 

busy. Nearly all of her time is occupied, directly or indirect-

ly, with the orphans. Am I taking on too much for my bodi-

ly strength and my mental powers by thinking about another 

Orphan Houseff Am I going beyond the measure of my faith in 

thinking about enlarging the workff Is this a delusion of Satan, an 

attempt to cast me down from my place of usefulness by making 

me go beyond my capabilitiesff Is it a snare to puL me up in pride 

by attempting to build a large Orphan Houseff

I can only pray that the "ord would not allow Satan to gain an 

advantage over me. ?y the grace of Bod, my heart says, Y"ord, 

if I could be sure that it is jour will that I go forward in this 

matter, I would do so cheerfully. On the other hand, if I could 
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be sure that these are vain, foolish, proud thoughts and are 

not from jou, I would forget the whole idea.Y

My hope is in Bod. He will help me and teach me. ?ased 

on His former dealings with me, however, it would not be 

surprising if He called me to enlarge work in this way. "ord, 

please teach me jour will in this matter.

December 11, 1850. This matter has constantly been on my 

heart. My soul would re'oice to go forward in this service if I 

was sure that the "ord would have me to do so. On the other 

hand, if I felt assured that the "ord wanted me to be satisfied 

with my present service and not pray about enlarging the 

work, I would be happy to do so. I only want to please Him.

As to outward circumstances, I have had nothing to encour-

age me. The income of the Scriptural Knowledge Institution 

has been unusually small while the expenses have been great. 

This would mean nothing to me if I was sure that the "ord 

wanted me to go forward. The burden of my prayer, there-

fore, is that Bod would teach me His will. I desire to patiently 

wait for the "ord2s time when He will shine His light on my 

path.

December 6V, 1850. I had another special time for prayer to seek 

the will of Bod. ?ut while I continue to ask the "ord to not allow 

me to be misled, I have no doubt that I should go forward. This is 

one of the biggest steps I have ever taken, and I cannot go about 

it with too much caution, prayerfulness, and deliberation. I am 

in no hurry. I could wait for years before taking one step toward 

this thing or speaking to anyone about it. On the other hand, I 

would set to work tomorrow if the "ord wanted me to. I seek 

the honor and glorious privilege to be used more by the "ord. 

I served Satan in my younger years, and I desire now to serve 
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Bod with all my might during the remaining days of my earthly 

pilgrimage.

Wast multitudes of orphans need the basic necessities of life. I 

desire to be used by the "ord as an instrument in providing all 

the necessary temporal supplies not only for the three hundred 

now under my care but for seven hundred more. I want to 

provide scriptural instruction for a thousand orphans. Jhen 

Bod provides me with a house for seven hundred orphans and 

with everything needed to support them, it will be obvious to 

all that Bod still hears and answers prayer. I will continue, day 

by day, to wait on Him in prayer concerning this thing until He 

commands me to act.

Panuary 6, 1851. "ast week I began reading from the book of 

:roverbs. My heart has been refreshed by the following passage; 

YTrust in the "ord with all thine heart( and lean not unto thine 

own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he 

shall direct thy pathsY 3:rov. );5- Vq. ?y the grace of Bod, I 

do acknowledge the "ord in my ways. I have the comfortable 

assurance that He will direct my paths concerning this new 

Orphan House.

YThe integrity of the upright shall guide them; but the perverse-

ness of transgressors shall destroy themY 3:rov. 11;)q. My honest 

purpose is to give glory to Bod, and therefore, I expect to be 

guided by Him.

Y!ommit thy works unto the "ord, and thy thoughts shall be 

establishedY 3:rov. 1V;)q. I do commit my works to the "ord, 

and therefore, I expect that my thoughts will be established. 

My heart is calm, 4uiet, and assured that the "ord will use me 

further in the orphan work.
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Panuary 1F, 1851. I have set apart this evening for prayer, 

asking the "ord once more not to allow me to be mistaken in 

this thing. I have considered all the reasons against building 

another Orphan House. Ror the sake of clarity, I wrote them 

down.

Eeasons against establishing another Orphan House for seven 

hundred Orphans; Jould I be going beyond my spiritual capa-

bilitiesff YRor I say, through the grace giving unto me, to every 

man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly 

than he ought to think( but to think soberly, according as Bod 

bath dealt to every man the measure of faithY 3Eom. 16;)q.

If the "ord leC me to myself, one tenth of the difficulties 

and trials I face would be enough to overwhelm me. ?ut as 

long as He sustains me, I am carried through one difficulty 

aCer another. ?y Bod2s help I would be able to bear other 

difficulties and trials. I expect an increase of faith with every 

fresh difficulty the "ord helps me through.

Jould I be going beyond my physical and mental strengthff Of 

all the ob'ections against establishing another Orphan House, 

this is the only real difficulty. The whole management, direc-

tion, and vast correspondence of the Scriptural Knowledge 

Institution has depended on me alone these sixteen years and 

ten months. ?y hiring an efficient secretary, clerk, and an 

inspector of the schools, I might with Bod2s help accomplish 

even more as the director.

If I felt sure that the present state of the Scriptural Knowledge 

Institution were to be the limit to my work, I would lay aside 

this thing at once. ?ut I am not sure that I have reached Bod2s 

limit. The "ord has helped me through all the difficulties in the 

past. Seeing this vast field of usefulness before me, and since I 



THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF GEORGE MULLER186

have many applications for the admission of orphans, I long to 

be used still further.

Is  it  like Ytempting BodY to think of building another Or-

phan House for seven hundred more orphansff YTempting BodY 

means, according to the ?ible, to limit Him in any of His attrib-

utes. I do not wish to limit His power or His willingness to give 

me all the means I need to build another large Orphan House.

How will I get the money for building this large Orphan Houseff 

zven if I did, how will I, at the same time, get the money for 

carrying on the work that already existsff "ooking at the matter 

naturally, this is indeed a weighty ob'ection. ?ut while I have no 

hope of succeeding on my own, I am not in the least discouraged 

spiritually. Bod has the power to give me the thirty-five thou-

sand pounds I will need and much more. Moreover, I delight in 

the greatness of the difficulty. I want to be fully assured from 

the very outset that I go forward in this matter according to the 

"ord2s will. If so, He will give me the means( if not, I will not 

have them. I do not intend to ask anyone personally for help, 

but I will give myself to prayer as I have in the past.

Suppose I succeed in getting this large Orphan House built. How 

will I be able to provide for seven hundred more orphansff I am 

too much a businessman not to realiIe the seriousness of this 

4uestion. If I only looked at the thing naturally, I would admit 

that I am going too far. ?ut spiritually, I see no difficulty at all. 

If I am able to build this second Orphan House, Bod will surely 

provide as He enables me to trust in Him for supplies.

Suppose I was able to obtain this large sum for building a 

house for seven hundred other orphans. Suppose I was able to 

provide for them during my lifetime. Jhat would become of 

this institution aCer my deathff My business is to serve my own 
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generation with all my might. In this way I will best serve the 

next generation if the "ord Pesus tarries. He may come again 

soon. ?ut if He tarries and I pass on before His return, my 

work will benefit the generation to come.

If this ob'ection was a sound one, I should never have begun 

the orphan work at all for fear of what might become of it 

aCer my death. Thus all the hundreds of destitute children 

whom the "ord has allowed me to care for during the last 

fiCeen years would not have been helped by me.

Jould building another Orphan House cause me to be liCed 

up in prideff There is danger of this, even if I was not called to 

increase this ministry. One tenth of the honor the "ord has 

bestowed on me, and one tenth of service with which He has 

entrusted me, would be enough to puL me up with pride.

I cannot say that the "ord has kept me humble. ?ut I can say 

that He has given me a hearty desire to give to Him all the 

glory and to consider it a great mercy on His part that He 

has used me in His service. I do not see, therefore, that fear 

of pride should keep me from going forward in this work. 

Eather, I ask the "ord to give me a humble attitude and never 

permit me to rob Him of the glory which is due to Him alone.

Eeasons for establishing another Orphan House; Many ap-

plications for admission continue to come in. I consider it a 

call from Bod for me to do everything in my power to provide 

a home and scriptural education for a greater number of 

orphans. I  cannot refuse to help as long as I see a door 

opened by Bod.

The moral state of the poorhouses greatly influences me to-go 

forward. I have heard from good authority that the children 
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placed in these houses are corrupted by the immoral people 

who live there.

I am further encouraged by the great help which the "ord 

has given me in this blessed service. Jhen I look at the small 

beginning and consider how the "ord has helped me for more 

than fiCeen years in the orphan work, I am confident about 

going forward.

My experience and capabilities have grown with the work. As 

director of the work, under Bod, from its smallest beginnings, 

I am responsible to Him to use the abilities He has given me. 

These things, in connection with the former reasons, seem to 

be a call from Bod to go forward in a greater degree than ever.

The spiritual benefit of more orphans is another reason why 

I feel called to go forward. I desire more for them than mere 

decency and morality. I want them to become useful mem-

bers of society. Je teach them to work and instruct them in 

useful skills for this life.

I cannot be satisfied with anything less than the orphans2 

souls being won for the "ord. Since this is the primary aim 

concerning the dear orphans, I long to be more extensively 

used than ever, even that I may have a thousand of them under 

my care.

My greatest desire is to show forth the glory of Bod and His 

readiness to hear prayer.

I am peaceful and happy in the prospect of enlarging the 

work. This perfect peace that I feel aCer all the heart-search-

ing daily prayer and studying the Jord of Bod would not be 

the case if the "ord had not intended to use me more.
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Therefore, on the ground of the ob'ections answered and these 

eight reasons for enlarging the work, I have come to the conclu-

sion that it is the will of Bod that I should serve Him by enlarging 

this work.

Panuary F, 1851. The "ord has given me precious proof that He 

is delighted when we expect great things from Him. I have re-

ceived three thousand pounds this evening-the largest donation 

I have ever had. Rar larger sums are expected in order that it 

may be even more apparent that the best way to obtain financial 

means for the work of the "ord is simply to trust Him. My 'oy 

in Bod on account of this donation cannot be described take 

the money out of the hands of the living Bod. My soul is calm 

and peaceful, without any emotional excitement, although the 

donation is so large. "ike a voice from heaven, it encourages me 

to build another Orphan House.

May 6F, 1851. Ninety-two more orphans have applied for ad-

mission, and seventy-eight are already on the waiting list. This 

number increases rapidly as the work becomes more wide-

ly known. I will go forward in this service and build, to the 

praise and honor of the living Bod, another Orphan House 

large enough to- accommodate seven hundred orphans. The 

greatness of the sum re4uired to accomplish this work gives me 

special 'oy. The greater the difficulty to be overcome, the more 

it will be seen how much can be accomplished. by prayer and 

faith. Jhen Bod overcomes our difficulties for us, we have the 

assurance that we are engaged in His work and not our own.





Chapter Twenty-Three

Receiving More to Give 
More

May 26, 1851. The Christian should never worry about to-

morrow or give sparingly because of a possible future need. 

Only the present moment is ours to serve the Lord, and 

tomorrow may never come. Money is really worth no more 

than as it can be used to accomplish the Lord's work. Life is 

worth as much as it is spent for the Lord's service.

Any occupation can be used to serve the Lord, but certain 

principles must be followed in secular work. The Christian must 

guard against any attitudes or practices that will keep him from 

experiencing God's, abundant prosperity. God is not likely to 

bless anything that leads a believer to depend more on himself 

or his circumstances than on the living God. For example, the 

Christian businessman should not feel compelled to have an 

extravagant shop, use boastful advertisements, or rent the most 

desirable and expensive location in order to have a prosperous 

business. Of course, his shop should be clean and orderly, he 

should announce the availability of his product and be located 

conveniently for customers. But he must not trust in these things 
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as the reason for his ultimate success. A believer should rest 

and trust only in God.

The children of God o"en use such expressions as IThis is our 

busy time,I or IThis is our slow time.I This implies that they are 

not seeking God daily about their calling. Hnstead, they ascribe 

their prosperity to times and seasons. The scripture, I(e did 

not many mighty works there because of their unbeliefI 3Matt. 

1:)58q contains a truth which may be applied here. The child 

of God should say, IAbout this time of the year, business is 

generally slow. But H desire to serve God in my business and to 

help those who are in need. By prayer and faith, H can obtain a 

blessing from my heavenly Father, although this is usually not 

a busy season.I

A further reason why God may not bless (is children in their 

business may be because they are careful to hire Igood sales-

menI- people who have such persuasive ways that they gain an 

advantage over the customers. They convince them not only to 

buy the articles for which they ask, whether suitable or not, but 

they also induce customers to buy things they did not intend to 

buy at all. This is no less than defrauding people in a subtle way, 

leading them into the sin of purchasing beyond their means or, 

at least, spending their money needlessly. Although such sinful 

tricks may be allowed to prosper in the case of a man of the 

world, a child of God who uses such tactics will not be blessed.

Another reason why children of God do not succeed in their 

calling is that they try to begin their business with too little 

capital. Hf a believer has no capital at all, or very little capital in 

comparison with what his business rejuires, he should ask him-

self, IHf it is my heavenly Father's will that H begin this business, 

(e would have given me the money H need to get started. And 
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since (e has not, is this a plain indication that for now H should 

remain at my present ?obSI

God can provide the money in a variety of ways. But if (e 

does not remove the hindrance, and the brother still goes into 

business and buys everything he needs on credit, he will only 

give himself reason to worry about bills. The best thing for a 

brother to do in this circumstance is to acknowledge his sin and 

seek God's merciful help to bring him into a right position.

Wuppose all these previous points are carried out, but we neglect 

to seek God's blessing on our calling. ffie should not be surprised 

if we meet with di;culty upon di;culty. Ht is not enough that we 

seek God's help for spiritual things. ffie should seek (is help and 

blessing by prayer and supplication for all our ordinary concerns 

in life. ITrust in the Lord with all thine heartP and lean not unto 

thine own understanding. Hn all thy ways acknowledge him, and 

he shall direct thy pathsI 30rov. :)5-6q.

May :4, 1851. Our work among the Orphans is growing. Wince 

the formation of the institution in 18:7 until today, 5,:7: chil-

dren were taught in the various day schools in Bristol alone. The 

Wunday school had 2,:9fi people and 1,8fi6 persons were in the 

adult school. ffie also assisted thousands in the schools outside 

of Bristol. The Lord gladdened our hearts by the working of (is 

(oly Wpirit among the orphans.

H am depending on God alone to enlarge the orphan work. 

Before H told anyone else what H planned to do, H gave the record 

of my thoughts on this sub?ect to a dear Christian friend to 

read. H did this so that H might have the counsel of a prayerful, 

wise, and cautious man of God. ffihen this brother returned the 

manuscript, he encouraged me and gave me some money for 

the building fund. This was my Jrst donation for the house, and 
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it was a precious conJrmation to me that H should go ahead with 

my plans.

Yune 21, 1851. Twenty-four days have passed since H have waited 

in faith on the Lord for money. Wo far only a little more than 

twenty-eight pounds have come in, but H am not discouraged. 

The less that comes in, the more earnestly H pray, the more H 

look out for answers, and the more assured H am that the Lord, 

in (is own time, will send me all H need.

August 12, 1851. H have been praying earnestly every day that 

the Lord would send in money for the building fund. My soul 

is at peace, although only a little money has come in. Watan 

tries to shake my conJdence and lead me to juestion whether 

H had been mistaken concerning this whole matter. !et he has 

not been allowed to triumph over me. H have asked the Lord to 

refresh my spirit by sending a large donation.

This morning H received Jve hundred pounds for the new build-

ing. H was expecting a large donation, and H would not have been 

surprised if Jve thousand pounds had come in. 0raise the Lord 

for this precious encouragementN

Weptember 1:, 1851. 0atience and faith are still needed. My 

desire is to let patience have its perfect work. Cot one penny 

has come in today for the building fund, but Jve more orphans 

have applied for admission. The more H look at things according 

to natural appearances, the less likely it seems that H will ever 

get the sum H need. But H have faith in God, and my expectation 

is from (im alone. The Lord can change the circumstances 

instantly. H continue, therefore, to wait upon God and seek to 

encourage my heart by (is ffiord. ffihile (e delays giving me 

answers, H will be occupied in (is blessed work. The number 

of applications for admission of orphans juickens me to prayer 
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and encourages me that the Lord will give me the desire of my 

heart-to provide a home for these children.

March 19, 1852. My heart has been greatly encouraged by a 

donation of nearly one thousand pounds. H cannot describe to 

anyone how refreshing this donation is to my faith. A"er waiting 

for weeks and receiving so little, this answer to many prayers is 

sweet to my spirit.

May 24, 1852. Weveral of the orphans who le" the establishment 

during this year had been converted before they le". Weveral 

other young people who were under our care a few years ago are 

strong Christians today. The spiritual growth of children gives us 

?oy and comfort. Amid di;culties, trials, and discouragements, 

we have abundant reason to praise God for (is goodness and to 

go forward in the strength of the Lord.





Chapter Twenty-Four

More Work and 
Greater Miracles

January 4, 1853. For many months I have been assured that 

the Lord, in His own time, would give larger sums of money 

for this work. At last He has answered my request. I received 

the promise of a donation of eight thousand one hundred 

pounds from a group of Christians. See how precious it is to 

wait on God! See how those who do so are not disappointed! 

Faith and patience may be tried, but in the end, those who 

honor God will not be put to shame.

The size of the donation did not surprise me because I 

expect great things from God. Have I been boasting in God 

in vain? Is it not obvious that it is precious to depend on God 

for everything? The principles I use are not only applicable 

to the work of God on a small scale but also in the largest 

operations for God. May 26. The current expenses of the 

institution were never this great during the past nineteen 

years. But the extent of its operations and the supplies which 

the Lord sent in were also never so abundant.
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We are richly rewarded for waiting on God. He listens to the 

supplications of His children who put their trust in Him. But 

in order to have prayers answered, a Christian must make his 

requests to God on the ground of the merits and worthiness of 

the Lord Jesus. He must not depend on his own worthiness and 

merits.

Do you really believe in Jesus? Do you depend on Him alone 

for the salvation of your soul? Make certain that not even the 

least degree of your own righteousness is presented to God as 

a ground for acceptance. If you believe in the Lord Jesus, the 

things you request should be for God's honor.

Suppose that we believers in the Lord Jesus make our requests 

to God. Suppose also that, as far as we can honestly judge, the 

obtaining of our requests would be for our spiritual good and 

for the honor of God. We must then continue in prayer until the 

blessing is given to us. Furthermore, we have to believe that God 

does hear us and will answer our prayers. Frequently we fail in 

not continuing in prayer until the blessing is obtained and in not 

expecting the blessing. As assuredly as any individual uses these 

points, so assuredly will his requests be granted.

October 9, 1853. This morning before breakfast I read Luke 7. 

While reading the account of Jesus raising the widow's son from 

the dead, I li"ed up my heart and said, YLord Jesus, Pou have 

the same power now. Pou can provide me with means for Pour 

work. -lease do so.Y

About half an hour later I received two hundred and thirty 

pounds to be used where it was needed most. The joy such 

answers to prayer gives me cannot be described. I was deterfi

mined to wait upon God only and not to work an unscriptural 

deliverance for myself. I have thousands of pounds set aside for 
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the building fund, but I would not touch it. My soul magniffies 

the Lord for His goodness!

The natural mind is prone to reason when we ought to believe, 

to be at work when we ought to be quiet, or to go our own way 

when we ought to steadily walk in God's ways. When I was ffirst 

converted, I would have said, YWhat harm can there be to use 

some of the money which has been given for the building fund? 

God will help me eventually with money for the orphans, and 

then I can replace it.Y But each time we work a deliverance of 

our own, we ffind it more diffcult to trust in God. At last we give 

way entirely to our natural reasoning, and unbelief prevails.

How di:erent, if one waits for God's own time and looks to 

Him for help and deliverance! When at last help comes, a"er 

many hours of prayer and a"er much faith and patience, how 

sweet it is! What a reward the soul receives for trusting in God 

and waiting patiently for His deliverance! If you have never 

walked in this path of obedience before, do so now. Pou will 

experience the sweetness of the joy that faith brings.

December 15, 1853. I praise, adore, and magnify the Lord for 

His love and faithfulness in carrying me from year to year 

through His service and supplying me with all I need! Without 

His help and support, I would be completely overpowered in 

a very short time. With His help I go on and am very happy in 

my service. I am even in better health now than I was twenty 

years ago.

For the past several years, Bible distribution has become more 

important to me. The powers of darkness have attempted to 

rob the Church of the Holy Scriptures. Therefore, I have taken 

advantage of every opportunity to distribute the Bible throughfi

out the world. Many servants of Christ in various parts of the 
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world have helped me in this work. Through them, thoufi

sands of copies of the Bible have been distributed.

If you are in the habit of distributing tracts and have never 

seen fruit, I suggest the following hints for your prayerful 

considerationE Through prayer and meditation on the Word, 

become willing to let God have all the glory if any good 

is accomplished by your service. If you desire honor for 

yourself, the Lord must put you aside as a vessel unffit for the 

Master's use. One of the greatest qualiffications for usefulness 

in the service of the Lord is a heart that truly desires to honor 

Him.

-recede all your labors with earnest, diligent prayer. Do not 

rest on the number of tracts you have given because a million 

tracts may not lead to the conversion of one single soul. Pet, a 

blessing beyond calculation may result from one single tract. 

0xpect everything to come from the blessing of the Lord and 

nothing at all from your own exertions.

At the same time, work! Walk through every open door, be 

ready in season and out of season as if everything depended 

on your labor. This is one of the great secrets in connection 

with successful service for the Lordfiwork as if everything 

depended on your diligence, and trust in the blessing of the 

Lord to bring success.

This blessing of the Lord, however, should not merely be 

sought in prayer, but it should also be expected. The result 

will be that we will surely have it.

Suppose, that, for the trial of our faith, this blessing is withheld 

from our sight for a long time. Or suppose we die before we see 

much good resulting from our labors. Our labors, if carried on 
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in the right way, will be at last abundantly rewarded, and we will 

have a rich harvest in the day of Christ.

At the beginning of this period there were 3CC orphans in the 

new Orphan House on Ashley Down. During the year 3C orfi

phans were admitted making 33C in all. The total number of 

orphans who were under our care from April, 1836 to May 26, 

1854 was 558.

During the past year my faith was tried in a way it had never been 

before. My beloved daughter, my only child and a believer for 

several years, became ill. The illness turned to typhus, and there 

seemed to be no hope for her recovery. But faith. triumphed. 

My beloved wife and I gave her into the hands of the Lord, and 

He sustained us both. My soul was in perfect peace, trusting my 

heavenly Father. She remained very ill for more than two weeks 

before she began to grow stronger and was moved to Clevedon 

to recover.

Of all the trials of faith I have passed through, this was the 

greatest. By God's abundant mercy, I was able to delight myself 

in God, and He gave me the desire of my heart. God is always 

faithful to those who trust in Him.





Chapter Twenty-Five

Continued Prosperity 
and Growth

May 26, 1855. Although I did not have all the money necessary to 

begin to build the new Orphan House, I began to look for land. 

For the past four years I never had a doubt that it was the will 

of God that I build accommodations for seven hundred more 

orphans. Yet I could see the advantages of having two houses 

instead of one. I checked to see whether another house could 

be built on each side of the present Orphan House.

AWer I measured the ground and found it could be done, I called 

in the architects to survey the area and to make a rough plan of 

two houses, one on each side. -e would not only save money 

by this plan, but the direction and inspection of the whole esT

tablishment would be much easier because the buildings would 

be close together. -e would still have plenty of land to grow 

our own vegetables. Once I saw what could be accomplished on 

the ground we owned already, I decided to build, without any 

further delay at the south side of the new Orphan House. ;he 

plans are now readyfi and as soon as all the necessary preliminary 

arrangements can be made, the work will begin.
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;his house is intended to accommodate four hundred female 

orphans. -ith regard to the other house to be built at the north 

side of the new Orphan House, nothing deEnite can be stated 

at present. xnough money is available to build and furnish the 

house for four hundred orphans, and we eBpect that something 

will be leW over. ffiut there is not suScient money to begin to 

build both.

A strong call is on my life for caring for destitute orphans. Leven 

hundred and EWeen orphans are now waiting for admission to 

this Orphan House. Only thirtyTnine orphan homes provide 

care for three thousand seven hundred and siBtyTfour orphans. 

-hen the new Orphan House was being built, nearly siB thouT

sand young orphans were living in the prisons of xngland beT

cause there was no other place for them to go. ;o prevent them 

from going to prison and being brought up in sin, and to win 

their souls for God, I desire to enlarge the present establishment 

so that we are able to receive one thousand orphans. Individuals 

who have chosen not to live for the present time but for eternity 

will have the opportunity to help me care for these children. It is 

a great honor to be allowed to do anything for the :ord. -hen 

the day of recompense comes, our only regret will be that we 

have done so little for Him, not that we have done too much.

If anyone desires to live a life of faith and trust in God he mustN 

'ot merely say that he trusts in God but must really do so. OWen 

individuals profess to trust in God, but they embrace every 

opportunity where they may directly or indirectly tell someone 

about their need. I do not say it is wrong to make known our 

Enancial situation, but it hardly displays trust in God to eBpose 

our needs for the sake of getting other people to help us. God 

will take us at our word. If we do trust in Him, we must be 

satisEed to stand with Him alone.
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;he individual who desires to live this way must be content 

whether he is rich or poor. He must be willing to live in abunT

dance or in poverty. He must be willing to leave this world 

without any possessions.

He must be willing to take the money in GodCs way, not merely 

in large sums, but in small. Many times I have had a single 

shilling given to me. ;o have refused such tokens of flhristian 

love would have been ungracious.

He must be willing to live as the :ordCs steward. If anyone does 

not give out of the blessings which the :ord gives to him, then 

the :ord, who inKuences the hearts of His children to give, 

would soon cause those channels to be dried up. My good 

income increased even more when I determined that, by GodCs 

help, His poor and His work would be helped by my money. 

From that time on, the :ord was pleased to entrust me with 

more.

May 26, 1856. Yesterday evening it was twentyTfour years since I 

came to labor in ffiristol. In looking back on the :ordCs goodness 

to my family and myself, the Lcriptural "nowledge Institution, 

and the saints among whom I seek to serve Him, I eBclaim, 

!-hat has God wrought7! I marvel at His kindness, and yet I 

do not. If I remain longer on earth, I would eBpect even more 

manifestations of His love.

;he :ord continues to allow us to see fruit in connection with 

the orphan work. He is working in the hearts and lives of those 

who are now under our care. -e oWen hear that those who were 

formerly under our care have become flhristians and are living 

for the :ord. ;he kindness and grace of God is drawing many 

children to Him at the Orphan House.



THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF GEORGE MULLER206

'ovember 12, 1850. ;he long lookedTfor and long prayedTfor day 

has now arrived, and the desire of my heart was granted to me. 

I opened the house for four hundred more orphans today. How 

precious this was to me aWer praying every day for seven years. 

;his blessing did not come uneBpectedly to me but had been 

looked for and had been eBpected in the full assurance of faith, 

in GodCs own time.

'ovember 2?, 1850. ;he boiler at the new Orphan House 'o. 1 

leaked considerably. -e thought that it would last through the 

winter, although we suspected it was nearly worn out. For me 

to do nothing and say, !I will trust in God! would be careless 

presumption, not faith in God.

;he condition of the boiler could not be known without taking 

down the brickwork surrounding it. -hat then was to be doneff 

For the children, especially the younger infants, I was deeply 

concerned that they would suRer for lack of warmth. ffiut how 

were we to obtain heatff ;he installation of a new boiler would 

probably take many weeks. qepairing the boiler was a zuestionT

able matter because of the siJe of the leak. 'othing could be 

decided until the brickTchamber was at least partially removed. 

;hat would take days, and what was to be done in the meantime 

to End warm rooms for three hundred childrenff

At last I decided to open the brick chamber and see the eBtent of 

the damage. ;he day was set when the workmen were to come, 

and all the necessary arrangements were made. ;he heat, of 

course, had to be shut oR while the repairs were going on.

AWer the day was set for the repairs, a bleak north wind set in, 

bringing the Erst really cold weather of the winter. ;he repairs 

could not be put oR, so I asked the :ord for two thingsTthat He 

would change the north wind into a south wind, and that He 
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would give to the workmen a desire to work. I remembered how 

much 'ehemiah accomplished in EWyTtwo days while building 

the walls of (erusalem because !the people had a mind to work! 

4'eh. )N6E.

;he memorable day came. ;he evening before, the bleak north 

wind still blew, but on -ednesday, the south wind blew, eBactly 

as I had prayed. ;he weather was so mild that no heat was 

needed. ;he brickwork was removed, the leak was soon found, 

and the repairmen set to work.

About halfTpast eight in the evening, when I was going to leave 

for my home, I was informed that the manager of the repair Erm 

had arrived to see how the work was going on. I went to the 

cellar to see him and the men. ;he manager said, !;he men will 

work late this evening and come very early again tomorrow.!

!-e would rather, sir,! said the foreman, !work all nightN!

;hen I remembered the second part of my prayerTthat God 

would give the men !a mind to work.! ffiy the neBt morning, the 

repair of the boiler was accomplished. -ithin thirty hours the 

brickwork was up again, and the Ere was in the boiler. All the 

time, the south wind blew so mildly that there was not the least 

need for any heat.





Chapter Twenty-Six

The Spirit's Work 
Among Us

February 2, 1858. I took the first steps toward building the 

third house. A lady in London, a complete stranger to me, 

ordered her bankers to send three hundred pounds for the 

support of the orphans. I was also informed that in two weeks 

eight hundred pounds will be paid to me for the work of the 

Lord.

The three hundred pounds was sent the next day, and the 

eight hundred pounds arrived two weeks later. As the work 

grows, the Lord keeps pace with the expenses, helping when 

help is really needed, oDen even giving beforehand.

7uring the year 185-B1858, twentyBfour schools were supB

ported or assisted out of the funds of the institution, nearly 

four thousand Sibles and portions of Mcripture were distribB

uted, and over three thousand five hundred pounds were 

expended for the aid of eightyBtwo missionaries. I was later 

told that the money oDen came when the missionaries did 

not have a shilling leD.
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Gore than one million tracts and books were also distributed. 

Letters received from the people who distributed them show 

that they were greatly used in awakening and converting souls.

7uring the past twentyBtwo years, the Mpirit of ;od has been 

working among the orphansO and many of them have come to 

know the Lord. Sut we never had so great a work take place as 

during the past year.

6n Gay 2C, 185-, qaroline Sailey, one of the orphans, died. The 

death of this beloved girl, who had known the Lord for several 

months, was used by the Lord to answer our daily prayers for 

the conversion of the orphans. All at once, more than fiDy of 

the girls began to ask Yuestions about heaven, hell, and eternity.

_oung people oDen get concerned about the things of ;od, 

but these impressions pass away before long. I have seen this 

myself, having dealt with many thousands of children and 

teenagers during the last thirty years. If this spiritual awakening 

Jamong the orphans had begun within the last few days, or 

even weeks, I would not have mentioned it. Sut more than 

a year has elapsed, and in addition to those ten who were 

previously believers, twentyBthree more girls have accepted 

Hesus as their Mavior. In addition to this, some of the other girls 

Bin the new 6rphan Nouse jo. 2 and some of the boys also are 

interested in the things of ;od. 6ur labors have already begun 

to be blessed to the hearts of some of the newlyBadmitted 

orphans.

February 1-, 1858. As far as I am able to 9udge, I now have all 

the financial means I reYuire for the third house also. I am able 

to accomplish the full enlargement of the orphan work to one 

thousand orphans.
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6ctober 2:, 1858. In the last report I stated that I was looking 

for land for the third house. I waited daily on ;od, and Ne has 

exercised my faith and patience. Gore than once when I seemed 

to have obtained my desire, I again appeared further from it than 

ever' Seing fully assured that the Lordffis time had not yet come, I 

continued to pray and to exercise faith. I knew Ne would finally 

help.

Last month I obtained eleven and a half acres of land with 

a house which is close to the new 6rphan Nouses and only 

separated from them by the road. The price for house and land 

was more money than I wanted to spend on the site, but it was 

important that the third house be near the other two to facilitate 

the superintendence and direction. The longer I go on in this 

service, the more I find that prayer and faith can overcome every 

di4culty.

jow that I have the land, I want to make the best use of it 

and build for four hundred orphans, instead of for three hunB

dred as I had previously planned. ADer several meetings with 

the architects, I learned that it was possible to accommodate, 

with comparatively little more expense, four hundred and fiDy 

orphans. I finally decided on that number. This means that I will 

eventually have one thousand one hundred and fiDy orphans 

under my care.

Hanuary W, 185:. I received seven thousand pounds leD entirely 

at my disposal for the work of ;od. !hen I decided to build 

for four hundred and fiDy orphans, instead of three hundred, I 

needed several thousand pounds more. I was fully assured that 

;od would give me the money because I made the decision in 

reliance on Nim and for the honor of Nis name. The Lord has 

honored my faith in Nim0
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Gay 2C, 185:. 7uring the past year, we have not seen as great 

and sudden a work of the Mpirit of ;od among the orphans 

as during the previous years. _et, the blessing of the Lord has 

continued. Gany are showing an interest in the things of ;od 

among the four hundred and twentyBfour orphans who were 

admitted within the last eighteen months. They have asked to 

be allowed to take their Sibles with them to bed so that, if they 

awake in the morning before the bell is rung, they may be able 

to read.

!hen I began the orphan work, one of my goals was to benefit 

the qhurch by my written accounts of this service. I confidently 

anticipated that my answers to prayer would lead believers to 

look for answers to their own prayers and encourage them to 

bring all their needs before ;od. I also firmly believed that many 

unconverted persons would see that there is reality in the things 

of ;od.

As I expected, so it has been. The reports of this institution 

have been used by ;od to convert many people. In thousands 

of instances, believers have been benefited through them, being 

comforted, encouraged, led to simply believe the !ord of ;od, 

and to trust in Nim for everything.

7ecember :, 185:. Today it is twentyBfour years since the orB

phan work began. !hat a marvelous miracle ;od has done0 !e 

now have -PP orphans under our care.

7ecember 1P, 185:. The following letter was received today 

from an apprentice Gost Seloved Mir' !ith feelings of gratitude 

and great thankfulness to you for all the kindness I received 

while under your care, and for now apprenticing me to a suitable 

trade to earn my own living, I write you these few lines. I arrived 

at my destination safely and was kindly received by my employB
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er.  7ear sir,  I  thank you for the education,  food, clothB

ing, and for every comfort. Sut, above all, I thank you for 

the instruction from ;odffis !ord I received in that 6rphan 

Nouse. There I was brought to know Hesus as my Mavior. I 

hope to have Nim as my guide through all my di4culties, 

temptations, and trials in this world. !ith Nim for my guide, 

I hope to prosper in my trade, and thereby show my gratitude 

to you for all the kindness I have received.

@lease accept my gratitude and thanks. I hope you will have 

many, many more years to care for children like me. I am sure 

I will oDen look back with pleasure and regret to the time I 

was in that happy homeBwith pleasure that I lived there, and 

with regret that I leD it. @lease accept my grateful thanks and 

give my love to my teachers.

7ay aDer day, and year aDer year, we pray for the spiritual 

benefit of the orphans under our care. These supplications 

have been abundantly answered by the conversion of hunB

dreds of the orphans. !e are encouraged to wait on ;od for 

even greater blessings.

Garch 1, 18CP. A great work of the Mpirit of ;od began in 

Hanuary and February among the sixBtoBnine year old girls. 

It extended to the older girls and then to the boys. !ithin 

ten days nearly 2PP of the orphans found peace through 

faith in our Lord Hesus. They asked to be allowed to hold 

prayer meetings among themselves, and they have had these 

meetings ever since. Gany of them expressed their concern 

about the salvation of their friends and relatives, and they 

spoke or wrote to them about how to be saved.
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7uring no year have we had greater cause for thanksgiving on 

account of the spiritual blessing among the children than during 

the last and we look for even further and greater blessings.



Chapter Twenty-Seven

Conclusion

What God has done for Mr. Muller and his associates, we 

cannot doubt that, under the same conditions, He will do for 

every believing disciple of Christ. Not only did Mr. Muller 

trust in God that all the financial means he needed would 

be furnished, but that, in answer to prayer, wisdom would 

be given him to manage the work. The result surpassed his 

highest expectations. If anyone will undertake any Christian 

work in a similar spirit and on the same principles, his labor 

will meet with a similar result.

Immediate results will not always be seen, however. We must 

not try to limit the omniscience of God by the short-sighted 

ignorance of man. It may best suit the purpose of infinite 

goodness to delay an answer to the prayer of faith. Crosses 

and disappointments may be experienced while we wait on 

God. But in the end these will promote the object to be 

accomplished.

There is no reason why we should not take the case of Mr. 

Muller as an example for our imitation. Whoever has this same 

simple desire in all things to do the will of God and the same 

childlike trust in His promises may hope for a similar blessing. 
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God is no respecter of persons. "If any man doeth his will, him 

he heareth" ( John 9:31).

All the teaching of the Scriptures confirm this belief. In the 

Scriptures, every form of illustration is used to show us that God 

is indeed our Father and that He delights to grant our requests 

for anything that is for our benefit and His glory. He pledges 

Himself to direct and help everyone who honestly labors to 

promote real faith in His Word.

No Christian, however poor and humble, should despair of 

doing a noble work for God. He never needs to wait until he 

can obtain the cooperation of the multitude or the wealthy. Let 

him undertake what he believes to be his duty, on ever so small 

a scale, and look directly to God for aid and direction. If God 

has planted the seed, it will take root, grow, and bear fruit. "It is 

better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in man. It is 

better to trust the Lord than to put confidence in princes" (Psa. 

118:8-9).

George Muller was a living demonstration of the reality of the 

Scripture, "But my God shall supply all your need according to 

his riches in glory by Christ Jesus" (Phil. 4:19).


